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Soon after the cutbreak of the Pacific War the British got a
great shock. On 10th December, 1941 they heard that their
new and powerful Battleships, Prince of Wales and Repulse
weare both sunk off the east coast of Malayva. Sir Winston
Churchill, their great Prime Minister, said in his World War Il
wemairs that this was the greatest shock that he experienced
in the war.

The Prince of Wales carried ten 356 cm L/45 main guns,
which meant that she was inferior in the striking power of
main armament to the new warships of some other nations.
However, more than 30% of her standard displacement of
36,750 tons consisted of armour and it may safely be said that
she was superior in protection to any other battleship in the
world of those days.

In expectation of the importance of anti-aircraft defence, she
was quick to mount eight dual-purpose 13.3 cm twin guns
which could be used against both surface and air targets,
seven 20 mm single AA machine guns, six 2-pound.
B-barrelled pompoms, a large number of rocket guns as well
as radar. Thus she was ahead of battleships of other nations
alsoin anti-aircraft defence. The British were justifiably proud
of her as an unsinkabie battleship.

Considering that the Prince of Wales was easily sunk by air-
cralt against the attack of which she had taken strict precau-
tions and strong measures, it was natural for Churchill to be
most hurt, The m strength of the U.S. Pacific Fleet had
already been annihilated by the Japanese attack on Paarl
Harbour two days before, and the loss of the two British
meantthat the Allies could no longer check the advance of t
Japanese Navy both in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. This
was a great biow to the Allies.

The keel of the Prince of Wales, the second ship of the King
George V Class, was laid in January, 1939, She was launched
in February. 1939 and completed in March, 1941, She im-
medistely joined the Home Fieet.

On 23rd May, 19417 the Prince of Wales, together with the
Battle Cruiser, Hood, gave chase to the Bismarck in the North
Atlantic. Unfortunately, the Prince of Wales, whose quadruple
1 swerabothout oforder, wasnetable to fire satvoes-with
them and could enly fire two guns at a time. Furthermora, the
British ships adopted an end-on run-in against the German
fleetand after turret of both shipswere no longer able to bear,
s put them at a great disadvantage.

At 17.55 the Bismarck and Prinz Eugen opened fire. Six mi-
nutes later, the Ho under the concentratad fire of the enemy,
exploded and sank. In the meantime the Prince of Wale
d four his of 38 cm ammunition and three of 20.3 ¢
nition which damaged her bridge. She then suffered
znother hit at the side plating. near the water line and began
1o make water. To make matters worse, all her main guns
except two on the after turret broke down and became unus-
able, and she was forced to stop fighting.

On 25th October, 1841, the Prince of Wales, now completely
repaired, again left British waters. On 16th November she
arrived in Cape Town, where she was ordered to sail to Singa-
nore with the Repulse. She joined the Repulse in Colombo,
Ceylon, and put in at Singapore on 2nd December,

Thz British had intended to contain the Japanese by forlilying
Singapore and sending powerful warships there, Selected for
that purpese were the Prince of Wales, the Repulse and the
aireraft carrier Indomitable. The Indoemitable, however, could
not join the battleships.

In those days, Japan's entry into World War |l already seemed
inevitable. Prime Minister Churchill and Admiralty ordered
the Prince of Wales and Repulse to leave Singapore and to
conceal themselves as soon as possible to divers the
Japanese Navy, when necessary, but they could not do so
before the Pacific War began.

Al 17.35 on 8th December, 1941 the British Far East Fleet
under Admiral Philips, consisting of the Prince of Wales,
Repulse, and destrayers Electra, Tenedos, Express and Vam-
pire, left Singapore in order to attack a Japanese com
Immediately after that Admiral Philips received an unwel-
come signal to the effect that he would not have the fighter
escort which ne needed. This, however, did not changs the
mind of the undaunted Admiral.

Sth December the clouds hung low, and squalis struckthe
at. Such weather conditions were ideal for secret mowve-
ment, and therefore, Admiral Philips was confident of the
success of the operations. The fleet was spotted by a
Japanase “I-65 submarine at 15,15 but he did not know this
and continued to hold his pre-determined course.

At about 18.30 the clouds cleared and the Fleet was again
spotted by three Jaranpsp reconnalssance seapianes Un-
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about 22,00 he ordered the Fleet 1o reverse course,
Receiving a signal at midnight that Japanese troops had
begun to land at Kuantan, he decided to mest the enemy at
Kuantan at dawn and attack the Japanese convoy.

At 03.41 on the 10th the Fleet was torpedoed by the Japanese
but received no hits,

Al07.40whenthe Fleetcametoapoint 60 seamilesto the east
of Kuantan, Admiral Philips ordered the Express nearer Lo
Kuzntan to testthe enemy there, Contrary to his expectations,
nowever, the Express reported that Kuantan was as quietasa
rainy Sunday alternoon, The information on the Japanese
landing at Kuantan now proved wrong. Consequently the
Fleet immeadiately changed course and sailed for Singapore.
In the meanwhile the Japanese judged that the 10th of De-
cember would be the last chance for them. Early in the morn-
ing. attackers of the Japanese Naval Air Force took off from
Saigon and Thu Dau Mot and were already to attack upon
receipt of & signal from any search plane.

At 11.45a Japanese fwin-engined search piane appeared over
the British fleet. Receiving its signal, "Enamy fleet in sight™.
Japanese attackers appeared over the Fleet an hour later.
At 12,45 the attack unit of the Mihoro Flying Corps from Thu
Dau Mot initiated their attack by bombing the Repulse, Al
13,14 the Prince of Wales was attacked by nien "Type 86
Rikuko™ land-based attack planes. In this attack she received
two torpedo hits, one attne portside behind the att funnel and
the other at the stern. She listed to part and her spead re-
duced to 20 knots.

At 13.58 she was again attacked by six “Type 1 Rikuko"
fznd-based attack planes from Saigon. In this wave she re-
ceived three torpedo hits near the starboard bow and two at
the stern. She was still cruising at a speed of 15 knots and
directing hot fire against the enemy planes, showing that she
well-claimed the named of “unsinkable”. However, her Con-
sort, Aepulse was already sent to the bottom of the sea, and
her own sinking was now only a guestion of time.
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PAINTING mamn SPECEFIC_ATION

DISPLACEMENT: 35,990 tons

{Daten)
Verdrangung 35,990 tons

LENGTH:D.A. 743 Feet BEAM:103 Feet
HORSEPOWER MAX: 125,000 HP
FULL SPEED: 23.23 kis

T GUNS: 10%14in(2x4 1x2)
= 165.25in(8x2) 68 barr. PP
7% 20mm Single | *X40mm Single

Lénge 227 m Masthohe 31 m
Max 125.000 HP
Hachstgeschwindigkeit 28,25 Kn

Metallic Grey
Metallgrau

Deck: Matural Wood

Japan Type | Bomber Madel 11

Black
Schwarz

Light Grey
Lichtgrau

Dunkelgrun
Red Brown
Rotbraun
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[Read this before commencing assembly | * Vor Beginn die Bovanleitung studieren und den Mum-
Do not break parts away {rom sprue, mern noch dic Elemenie zusammenbauen.

but cut off carsfully with a plier, *Bauteile nicht vom Sprilzling abbrechen, vorsichtig adsch-
4 Apply cemant to both parts to be joined. neiden odsr abzwicken, Teile ver Kleben zusommenhalten,
o *Pincette will be useful when you handle auf genaven Sitz achten, Nicht zuviel Klebstoff verwenden.
small parts, Kleine Teil halt men mit Pinzette fest.

* Abzeichbilder vorsichtig von der Unterlage im Wasssr ab-
— schiehen, ouf richtigen Silz cchten und gut trocknen lassen.

— -
1

Construction of Hull

Drill a hole from inside in two

“ places impressed with “P7. as

shown by the Arrow. AG

If Guns are to be movable. Draught
Plate,B19 and B20 must be fixed

s Al A9

Bore a hole with
a gimlet.
Bohre Loch

Hull
Rumpf

« Construction des Rumpfes Bohre Loch |
veon lnnen an 2 Stellen “P™ siche Pf=il.
Water Line Plate Balast Sollen die Geschitze boweglich sein, dann |
Waterline Platie Balast B19 und B20 zuletzl einbouen. I

Aircraft Hangsr
Flugzeug Hangar

2

Assembly of Aircraft Hanger and Construction of Structures
Flugzeug Hongar und Deckaufbauten

A27<

Assembly of Aircraft
“Walrus™)
(Bou des Flugzeuges)

If these are to be kepl open.
do not fix them,
Weann offen gewiinscht, nicht
sinkleben,




Aircraft Hanger A 22

Flugzeug Hongar

| Assembly of Aircraft Hanger and Construction of Structures
Flugzeug Hangar und Deckaufbauten

{Assembly of Aircraft
“Walrus™)
(Bou des Flugzeuges}

If these are to be kept open,
do not fix tham,
Wenn offen gewinschi, nicht

einkleben.
Assembly of Funnel Assembly of Pom Pom Guns Assembly and Construction of Bridge
Schornsteinbau ) Bau der Kanonen Zusammenbaou der Briicke
= {Pom Pom Gun} (Firing Equipment}
{Schnellfeverkanone? {Feusr Leitsiond}
A25-
B33 B3

B25 B42
A 260 B4
~B26 -
Make 6 sets Make 4 sats
6 Sotz zu machen 4 Satz zu machen
Rear Funnel
, h Hint, Schiot
Assembly and Construction of Bridge i
Zusammenbou der Briicke Front Funnel
Vaord. Schiot
Firing
Firing Equipments —————_Equipments
"Feuver Leitstand . ~Feuer
Bridge " Leitstand

Briicke




Assembly of High Angle Gun

Steilfeverkononen Zusommenbou

High Angle Gun) Make § sets - c8
Steilfeverkonone) 8 Solz zu machen
A2 B27

B12

High Angle Gun
Steilfeuergeschutz

B29

High Angle Gun

Steilfevergeschiiz

{Swivelling of Guns and Derricks)
*Main and AA Guns will swivel if heat-fixed
from inside of Hull Bi0-and B20—
{Ladabaume und Kanonen konnen)
* 5 chwenkbar gemacht werden von innen, sishe
Bild unten.

Press the pins by
heated nail head. |
Heisien Nogelkopf |1

oufpressan /
High Angle Guns
:m __ High Angle Guns Steilfevergsschitz
T Sieilfevergeschiitz
Construction of Guns Pom Pom Gun Assembly of Derrick
Bou der Kanonen Four Barrelled Schnellfevergeschatz Bou der Ladeboume s l B18
Gun (Front s
{ Vieringsgeschitz) )
Pom Pom Gun A16 AlB
Schnellfevergeschintz
| A18 : Al
| AlD
Al2
> ar Als Ao > B17
~A13 Make 2 sets.
Ald Ald i 2 Satz zu machen
{Four Barrelled
)
) (Double Barrelled Gun) g = o LELE::LE\EZT-F ? sl -

A24

Double Barrelled Gun
Doppellcufgeschutz  ~

_ [Doppellaufgeschiiz} N\ lingsgeschiitz) - y -
@ Assembly of Guns Dsrrick
Ledeb.
Bau der Kanonen adebaum AdH o Bncriifod A4l
.f/\ Gun (Rear)
; / Hint. Vierlingsgeschutz
= : — ’h-".. A\
5 »

Four Barrelled
Gun (Front
Vord. Vier.

lingsgeschutz

(Assembly of Japanese
Bomber type 1)
{Bou de: Bombers Type 1)
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