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1, Japan had tri

Since the start of the Showa era (1

inforce itz naval force by adding series of heavy cruisers.

the latter half of 1932 i avy hoasted a squadron of thes
heavy cruis

built were those of the Furutake type and the last,the Takan series.

However, under the terms of the London Naval Reduction Treaty
concluded in 1930, Japan was not aflowed to have heavy cruisers
armed ‘with 20 em guns any more. Under the circumstances, the
Japaneze Wavy planned to build larg : instead
of heavy ones.
ll;,'hL cruiser of this tyvpe would be drxnul W llh filte
s and eredited with a displacement in the range of

o

well comparahle and equal in actuzl performance
heavy rruiser a 10.000-ten class. And this was a
light cruiser of the Mogami type that appeared later. (The cruis-
ers of this type included the Mogami. the Mikuma, the Suzuya and
Kumano. Special features of @ Mogamitype light cruiser
s already stated above were the following:
light cruiser of this t was arm the maximum
nents possible as allowed hy the terms of the London Tres-
ty. Firstly, it was equipped with fifteen main guns and twelve

rpedo-tubes. In case of main puns, double pun turrets so far
replaced with triple gun turrets and torpedo-tubes, Loo,

light cruiser
to a

Hulls of the Japanese warships had been consistently painted in
the same deep prey with a slight blue-tinge for a long period
extending from the end of 1903 when the colour was formally
adopted for the purpose in anticipation of the Russo-Japanese
War to the termination of the 2nd World War. The colour was
called, "wartime painting celour™and is roughly the same as that
of the present-day warships of the Japan Sea Self-Defence Furce
1, there i of painting, as
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WETE & Seri
only increa
as well.

of triple tub Employment of triple form not
numher of mounted but the offensive power
Also, its 12,7 em guns numbered eight. Thus, in
points of torpedo and anti-air srmaments, too, 3 new cruiser was
more powerful than a hery erviser of a 10,000-ton el
Bridge was arranged in a compact form.  Since bridge of a
v cruiser of the Takao type (the Takao series includes the
kao. the Ata a, and the Chokai) was abtrusively too
b 1 ed to the tash
new ship tried hard to design a more comparct bridge.
vard bhuilt a wooden bridge 'nudal to actual size and scrutiniz
the maodel all tests. Thanks to th
strenuous effort, the bridge r:ompleten was endowed not only with
desired compactn but also the most practical construction
@ produced for the Japanese Navy.
ull consideration was taken lo minimize th
As a result, shellproof performance
Takaotype heavy

in e

enemy shell ef
much more im-
cruiscr.  Underwater
ntal de-

fect.
proved than that of a
defence performance was greatly increased while
fence was also improved with adoption of a concentrated defence

4 Te ilfﬂln a high speed reaching up Lo 37 knots, = r
the same horse-power as that of the hattleship, " Yamato™,
equipped, Horsepower of the latter's cngine was the largest
the world had ever known up to {The Mogami, the first
one built of this light cruiser series completed in 1935 but
found defec t the t efficial test runn
forced and further sures were taken to effect
bility. As a result, its standard displacement was
increased and speed attained was below expectation.)
(B All efforts were made to reduce the ship's weight.

Through-

PAINTING

: adlnLLd in the

coverad with iron-plat
hull. But decks of heavy

wava:

same ¢
were covered i
Some with iron-plates while others either ur
bearded. In the latter two decks 1 unpainted.
Decks of the battleships and flight decks of most carriers, too,
were covered with board and not painted,

C

WErE

siveraft-carrisrs were pa inted in ||;.'|\L 3 the late period
of the latter war. Also. camouflage painting in dark grey alter-
nately in light and shade was sometimes emploved.  The bottom
portion of hull below the waterline was painted in maronn,a brown-
ish crimson colour, Decks of destroyers and light cruiser

were

(ioing into details, it shouwld be added that the fumnel top was
done in black while both sections of the tri
in the same width, one ¢ 5

that of the top-most of the fu
onta the level with the lower FHrP of thP ‘)Iarklmr. nll—lmr uf
the funnel.  As for the Imperial crest of the chrysanthemum,
gun hase and canvas cover of {u.h_ 5 had better be

forer

going measures emploved lur the purpose were apparent zll nver
the ship including hull, engine, and armaments. To cite some ex-
, electric welding was extensively used while high tension
special steels (the so-called, DS steels”) credited with superior
performance were used for all the armour materia
& Various improvements were made to better living conditions.
Firstly, ventilation em was much improved and designed anew

to serve a clearing duct for permeating poisoned gas as v
Secondly, sailors” ha AmAary the Jlapanese wars
up to that time, wers with beds made of steelpip

in
the ship were leld down to a minimum while wooden furnitures

after the model of the U vy. And lastly, use of timbers

were replaced with steelplate ones to improve the ship's fire.
praof performance.

The Suzuya
series. Hut while

constructed as the third ship of the Mogami
g under construction, the London Trea
was lost itz validity and th zuya was remodelled immediately
completion, The remodelled Suruya was mouvnted with ten
double guns replacing the former sen 15.5 cm triple
guns and began its new life as a heavy cruiser,
At the outbreak of the Pacific war, the Szuvs participated in
the capture operation of the Malay penins It also took part
in the famous Midway Ses Battle together with three others of
its type — the Mogami, the Mikuma and the Kumano. It was ae-
tive in the Sea BHattle off the Mariana. In the Levte Gulf Sea
Battle, it fought with other warships of the Kurita Fleet as one
of the latter's heavy cruiser squadron. However, during the Sea
Battle off the Samar island on Oectober 25, 1844, it caught a hig
fire &nd severely damage under an air raid by attack planes
that took off from & LL5. escort carrier. The Suzuya, then, was
torpedocd and sunk by a friendly destroyer.

latter two, in white. At the
plate an which the name of the
1\;‘.r5]||p& was clearly written in the Japanese cursive characters,
However, th name-plate was painted out in the same colour as
that of hull during the wartime. In case you want the name-plate
as it in peace-time, be sure not to have its letters start
from right and not from left as in the English language. Lastly,
all warships of t 1|1t J‘\paueat_ combined fleet had lhur tops and

Le ¢ for somelime after the outbreak of
war to idennf_\' them

painted in gold colour, while the
stern, it used tn he =seen a hra

was

the Dac

Essential Specifications

Standard displacement: 12,200 tons

Displacement at the time of official test running:

Length of waterline: 198.06 m Maximum width:

Horse power: 152,000 HP Spesd: 347 knots

Mumber of main guns and anti-aircraft gun: Ten 20.3 em guns
and eight 12.7 cm guns

Torpede tubes: 61x 12

Aircraft carried: The Navy type O recannaissance seaplane

(Jake)

13.440 tons
1020 m

-Bate and place of completion: Qctcber 31, 1837, at Kobe and

Kaw_a_g_a_ki dockyards.

Launch [dark white!

B504

Linoleumsad deck (light brawn)

All over Hull [dark grey! Hull bottom [(dark red!

MHustration by Kihachiro Ueda



nippers. a knife or the like.

* When gluing two Parts together, always W
try to apply adhesives little by little onto W

both surfaces.

Read before You Start Your Assembly Work:
' \ # When cutting Parts off the runner.be sure WAI ER I_lNE SERIES
to do so carefully with the aid of a pair of
3 l

el in
own in Fig 9.

Construction of Triple Machine Construction of Anti-Aircraft Gun Constructien of Main Gun Construction of Bridge :
1 y In all, four AA Guns will have to be con: in &l five Main ‘Guns will have te be con- Start your construction wark with gliing
Gun Eeh structad. structed,of which two will ba fixed with together of Parts. B2 and BI6, Cut Sticksr
In all.siz MGS of this type will havs ta % Ses: the underside of Barks, A1l wall Parts, 419, while other three withaut the with the ground paper to measure 2= specified
be constructed. and glue Parts. A13 and BE, ont, E L, latier, in the figure immediatsly below to pasis it onta

the shaded pertion of Bridge.

In =0 doing.remember the folia i The

completed four AA Guns will consist of two

pairs,one with Parts 413 and BI, facing in

one direction and the other.in the opposite A1 Q_
Bs direction.

A13-

A1B—

A17

Canstruction of Funnal Fixing of Triple MG cnto MG Construction of Aircraft
Turret Parts, A5 Af.and Al are not essential.

B8 B10 f&—B1

%} '{% Lﬁ 3> B2

Al12

B28

1)
Glue Parts.B13 and B22, onto Hull after
Furnel has been glued onto the same.

Construction of Hull,!

Mak= a
hele hera,

—@

to fix six MG: < A1
made easier if ) ;‘y
A3 Parts. A3 hece and in the opposite
side. Parts, Ad.

Sticker

Hull, (2}

er Hull pertions together
1 Seotchtapes.

te Mame-plate cut off the ground paper
he ground plate as shown in the figure

. Apply adhesives to Waight and
glue it hers.
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