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Dwdopmsr of rh. M.26a lho fiß1 ptuit€l u* let-p@€@d fghtsr in
tnö uond, started i. 1939. on Juv lsrh 1942, M.262v3 rEd. its first
fl'gln wilh fixo Junkm Jumo m4 jet dgin6 Aiter polotypes i8tudno
nehou*d lddinq qE dd impded Jumo004B €nqiffi, th€ liEt
pbduclion tudd ot the Me262 @ @mFleled. cspdbl€ ol 370kittr
top sp66d, tho ire262 f€lußd 1&5 d.gB E.ding wings, wh Allled
bombhg 6i.ls on th€ Gms hometaid @ Epidly intensftng. lh.
Lltndafi. pEps.d lhe h6lened deploynenl ol lho dolulionary
M6262 A- l a iel fighlFlnlmeplor Hoatri Hi $ isusd st'icl colrary
ord* piodzins th€ d.ployHt or üle A-24 fighd/bomber !€Eion ol
rhe Me262. trespite th*o ord6E, a taw A-1a a$ign.d to Me262

Di6 Enlwicklung der Me262, des eFt€n im Einsts b6findlichon Dü*njä-
q6 der Wen, beqdn 1939. Di. M€262\A nos nit tui JunkeB Jumo
0M Düsrri.bre*€n m 13, Juli1942zum ersren llral. D6 €Et s€d-
enmodell mde dit €llM B{gädi.hlg€€i6ll lnd Eö€sten Jumo
0o4B fiebselken f€ftiggesr€lh. Di6 Mo262 wies 13,5 G6d gpF ellt€ Flä-
chen ad und emichtE .in. HijohstqNhvdndiqken von 37oin/h. Dudr
4n€hlMd6 allii.rte Ldianqifie ad Dedehldd wün*ht sich d-E
Lultvatle eine b6<*lh{nlgl€ Ftrlwicklung d6 wdutionäH Me262 A-
la oüs-abtangtäg* Hidd gab jedoon gM& die entgeg.ng€s€El€
Am6isng, ds sohwerpunK ant dle Edvicklung d€r 42. Jagdbofr-
berveßi@ zu leqen. TDE di€* B€f€nls wud€n €inise A-1a d Tetl-
und 0buns*'nh.lt€n (Ekdo 264 aß Abtdsiäger aGq€l'61€rl. di€ ch

'llwle@mresil€laltpou$6pards 96" - Td tut le *rnined de
l &e Adol, Gallaid loEqu. 16 22 mai 19,l{l ll pilota pour la p@iöß foi3
te pDtotyp€ du M€e62, pmler cha5gr ä r4rclis d monds a €ntEr
ss6 ic., son ddeloppemfft debuia €n 1939 .t b 1a juillei 1942, le
Me262\ß, p@pllse ps 2 räad€uE Junk6 Juno 004. nr en lol
d e9, D anlres pbtorype @mm h v5 ä l@n ticycle el 'e v6 ä ß.e
teuß JumootB tuErn cdslruits a@t le d6brn de la pEduction de ce
chssour häuto lites poddril atl€lnd6 16 aTokrth et poss4da{ des
ailes en ta.he ä ta,s d€gd€, foEque 16 Eids a6nes a 6s 5ü l€ el
Allemdd s'inl.mäÄ6nt, la Lült$€tte pDpoe le d6doi€m€nl Epide de
la v€E on dlnt€@pibn Me262 A.1a m.is Hiur donna d€ odEs
sbcts donnarn pnoä6 A la reFion cha5grAombardler A-2. Le quel-
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r6üEining units (Ekdo 262) se€ deployed to lnlercept 4d sucRslul-
ly shol doM Allcd Mo.,quilo.s d SpilfrB. On S.pl€mb€r 1944, lhe
r'sl pEcli€l unh w* o's ized and on N@mber 4'l, tull-scale pG
ducton of the [ie462 a-la w* pemitbed at hsr. M6262 a-1a fghreß
@e ciqned lo unils sudr s JG7 (olgdiz€d baed on Ek(kl 262) ad
(G(J)s4 (E-o'gsiz€d ron bombgr unit to rqhter unit). On April 1945,

ilst b€foE ihe 4d of l,t\ML Uedfrdn Gene€l Galldd orgilizod an
elite unit ot &e pikn€d Alab kmwn e W44, Allhough lhe Lutt{affe
@ on its last wingi &e flown Me262 a'1 a Fighte6 p&ked wirh d€adly
m 4ts of four Mk10a 30mm cdnons, 6 well 6 wcr21 dRIM
airteair mk.ts codinßd lo thE.t€n Alli.d aircEfl ünlil the ed ot wd

mil Abschos d.r allii4ld Mo3quitor und Spitli6 eliolg@ich v@n.
ln Sepl€mb€r 1944 wurde die 6le shte Einsat2gruppe 4@m.nge
.t€llt und m 4. Novmb€r wurde endllch die Pbdlklion im qEßtr Um'
lqE s6taf|st. Di. Me262 A-1a kdd zL Einheiten wie ds JC7 Flnge-
ba'n .ut Ekdo26a und KG(J154 (umqebilder vol Bomb.F zu
JagdstaffeD, unmtlt€lbdvor Xnegsde h Apnl rs4s oqanisi€rte Gene
ralleuliad Galldd in d€r JV44 €ire ElileEinhsit mit Fli€g€l€.g. Ob-
@hl di6 Lufnralfe völlig m Aodon w€n blieben die von do A$an gsio-
g€n.n Me262A-1a, q6plcK mä tödlicn* B4afnung rcn li€r Mk10a
30nm rdfr€n und WGr21 sNie F4M A.k t€n, bis zum leEien Kdeg6-
tao €in€ B.dEhunq tür ie&s alliieno FlugEdg.

qu6 alä signes ä r'lnite d evaluatifr el d €nhhemant'ElPDbungs
Komn4do 262(Ekdo 268 , panicipd€nt ä d€s mixions d intercepllon
et nonldEnt l.ur sp6nod6 on abattant d6 Mosqulto et des SpitfE .l-
116* EnS€pl b@ 1044, la p@miee unit6 d'acliw, 'Komm4do Nwot-
ny fin fod\4 d r€ 4 ro€mb€, l. pran€ pEducton du Me262 a-1ä ftx
ldc6e, lb tußnl veßes au €adrlles JC7, t(fi\€e ä panir du EAdo
262, et KG(J)54, !nli6 de bonbardement l@sfom6€ €i €sadrille de
chso, En avd 1045, d€ e6 fu€nl räunb au $in d6 la W44 d'Adof
Galldd El malgE le ddlin do la Luilwalie, 6 Me262 A-1a pilol6s pe
rt6 M.rts menadent 16 dloN all€5 4l.uE4cdonsl'rkl0ade
3omm et leuG mqi.tl* .i.dr WGr21 6l F4M lsqu a la nn de lä gueF
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OSom Mo262 A-1. .lwored to frshr asEins €in.d bmb€E le €quiF
p€d wnn F4M flsm .Irl4.Jl mkor. rc*a'dnd WGAI siFleair tuk-
€l3 A. Od@ ollbcr w dsdtul, fghraB rahdj€d dlltFn r!d{6tr atm
rim dd *to d& bomb.F to.nErion h.d€ doM, th. M.232 rhot
th€n dM ßn'g üsir6m6

aEn's6 M6262 ar. tÜr Krrpreinsät2€ seoq arriidlo Bodbd wffi nit
R4M s5nm td-tlit-R.li€tf "clrkan" nd vro?21 Lln-L!ftfiali€tsn .ue
gFder.t Da dh wnünq &r otlGn rerfFend w.n *hos4 dl€ Jägd
dlle ltre Rdkol€n auf ein i,td ab und w6n dio Fdnalion ds alliirlqr
Bombd dtg.b6<rr{ w4, *h*$n dl6 M6262 6ie mit lhd Xdoren .b.

acst lß M.262 A1! deerin& ä lund @nrE ree bomb4diG alli6€
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\hrious paintinq patüems sch e lwo @lor
splinld *hfle wilh BLM a1 bbwn vlolel

od RLli, 32 lighr g@n on upper sld€ dd/
or motülnq cdodlag€ on tuslage side
w6B sn on lhe Me262 A-1a Th6 under
.urfa€ w6 painted with RLM 76 light blu€.
During lare MJWI, fighteE deployed lo air
Det4* unils der lhe G.mm homel4d
had ihen tusdaqF denoled wilh red 4d
blu€ bands, irany Me262A-1ä lighteE
weE sd coloBd with th*e Ed sd blu€

Lacki4ng der M6252 Al.
Flr die Me262 a-1a qäb 6 voehiedde
Fäömusr6r, wie elrva Zßilarb-Splitl aus
FlM 81 bEuNiol€lt und RLM a2 hellgrün

der Obe@hs und/od.r gon@kten Td-
n slrioh an den Flmpfs€it€n. Die Unter
*rt6 we mit RLM 76 herlbla! läck:6fi. Die
z! Knie*nd6 zur V€rleidisung d6 D€ut-

$hen Luftaums ausoelleferts Jäqar wa-
H Rumpt mit oten und blauen Bä-
ndern g6k€nnzeichn€1. An .iner ga.zen
Reihe Me262A-1a JäOs wd di€s M.Äie

Les ire262 Ana e9u@nt de nonbEux
$ham$ ds mouflag€ d lign€ bnsdes
o! €n tech6 da brun-violot RLM a1 et de
v€d clalr FIM 82 .ur le. surhc€s supedeu-
6 el bs nancs du tuselage. linrEdos
6tait qu.nt ä lui, peint en bleu clar RLM
76. V€ß l. lin d. la ?ü Guere Mondhle,
une bdde de d6fen* du Reich" ftn appli-
quee ä l'aniee du tu*laoe pour facliler
I'iddlili€ton d6 appmils de ch6e alla
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1.Cur otl dml fofr sh@t

2.Dip the deoal in lepld waler for .boul 10
.ec. dd dä€ on a d@ cloth.
3,Hold rhe b3cking sh€t edge dd sllde dF

4.Mde d€al into posfüon by w€füng del
5,P@ ded gedly down wifl a ett cloth
unril exc6 wat€r dd .ir bubbl€ @ gone,

ANBRINGUNG DESAAZEHAIDES
l,Abzlehbild vom Blalt dshneido,
2,D* Abrehbild unqDführ 10 Sek. in lawaF
m6 w*er lauch4, d4n ad saubeEn

3.Di€ K6nt6 d€r untedage halten @d d6 ab-
,ehbild aln d* Mod€ll shieben,
4,Dd Abrehbild s di. dchtg. sr€llo shie
b6n und dabei nit dem Flnger dß Abzi€h-

5D* abzi€hbild mit weiohm Stotl gez
ddrückn, bis kein üb€.flüsigs Ws.r und
keine luflblag mehr voüdden sind.

APPLICA'ION OES DECALCOMANIES
1,De.oupe la ddcdcmdi. de s le{illa
2,Plonge la d€€l@m4ie dds de l @u dts
d6 p€nd.it 10 sond6 envior et po*r

3,Betene la f4llle ds pbt€cüon par le c6t6
et disz h d€cd@mdle $r le modöle rF

4.Pl4d la d6c5lcomdio ä l'qdroit rculu
en lamolill t 3v@ ün ds G doigts.
5,P64 doucerent h d6cälcommi€ a@
un tis doq jusqu ä ce que l'@u en dcö-s
.l 16 bull* aient dispd.

(*ürtä!tl6?- 2 )

D6€l€mdis en @mmun

(äItt.rr,hßl)
Engine na@lle R, lcelage side
MororlEhäus R, Rumpfs€it€
Nacelle moleur D, cötä tu*lä96
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*&pt de.al @ ro bo$ srd€ or
.noifunsl€hdEtrs@'
ssibn dd rr.blgondsr b'in-

*A!diau$ h6 d6cdmnei6 O,
d6 ra maft Mßc d. ch{us
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*aDet d€€l @ b bo}l ddss of

*aund6hs @ ehen$ al' b€ida

*Ap€nqw 16 d6eremdiss @
d6 h nene MßE d€ chae
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AFTEN MARKEI SEFVICE CARD
When purchding Tahiya rcplaoenenl
püls, d6e tak€ or s€nd lhis fom to your
l6ar Tamiva dearer 50 lhat the parts
rcquiEd cd be co@lly identifi.d and
suppned. Prease not€ rhar .pecrncatrons,
availability and pnre are subjeot to chege

Partscode ITEM 61037
90063ss....... .... . .. .... .4 Pans
9006356.... ...." '..... ...8 Parts
0606134........................c Pafts
0006375...........,............E Pans
9006359. ......... ..... ........ F Parts
9006330..........,............,G Pans
s406123.....'....No*radinq GearBav
9496023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D..al
1056236..... ...".'...'...hstruotions
1 256040 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Painting Guide

B/r-v. ... .. .. .. .. .730E
c/! y................... 6m8
E/r-y................5508
G7r-v... ......... .. .. 5s0E
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Th€ Daming ot . N€s Ago in Fisltc. Avi.tion TechnolosJ, Ite Jcr

Wilb lhe outbre* of Woid War I in 1939 counti.s pushed for advan
cds in niliury Ech.oloet. Some of the do$ groundbeaki.g ol these de
vciapncnb weE nade in aviation tehnology, especially in fieileFplane
aviation. Piop€Ud pldes üere rhought to have Eached üen Init whcn
hey rded bß"Lng Jhrude Mord, ol 10.000 neeh and mr\imJr

speeds of 60okn-Ä. Wnen rdipocaring engines capable of 2m0hp out-
put was pmduced, flyinA p€rloMcc would be püshed to cvcn Arcater
heishts. Howevei aviation enginen $eß ßalizing lhat reciptucating en-
gines were also rachine üen inil on üe sräge of fighre.plme aviation.
Even niti Evolutionlry aeDdynmic advan€s süch as the lmind flow
wing, aviarion .xpens bcgd Ealizing thar rhe ed ot ric reciprocatine en-
ginefighlerplanes wdnsing e end.
fnlldd md CcmuyboLh&rivc y 

'.*rrhedrlod 
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of fishter plane, dd Cemany s6 the fißl b develop such a ighter
witn tne dcvelopnent of üe Gemü Me$erschmin Me262 jet nahrcr,
nicknaned ,.schwztbe (swsllN). the Jet Agc b*an.

Enslad Atrd Gem.ny- PioneeF of rhe J€l hqin€
In Apnl 193?, English engineer Frr Whitde developed the 6ßtjet m-

sinc. At mund dp sam rine, Dr Htus lon Ohlin conplorcd a jet en-
gine Nith l50kg of dtust. Ho*evei tie iwo en8ineb weE compleßly
unawe olqch othci s pEsencs, dd üe sig.ificdt mechdic.l ditrercn-
ces in lh€ jet engines rhey created ftflected this circunslance, ln Gema
.y, thc ial flow enAine was developed dd in England the centlfüEal
encine sas ddel6p€d. 41 fißt nany dimcuties occuft! in 6e d*eloF
ne ofeach cngine, burlitdcb,Inde inprovemnrs were n sddex-
pecblions for application of rhese ensines in actoal plü6 increded. In
pdiculd. Ohainh jct enainc co.cept had süch ld Mching impact üar
il rould define a new eo of Niriio. tehnology.
After hetring ol Ohain s Evolutiondy concefl. famous Geman alicmn

builder Emt Heinkel innedialely reqüested experimental aircraft de-
sign to enploy rhe ne* di.l flow engine. On August 24ü 1939, the
Hel?3 nade a suc$ful llighr and clocked a top speed of 700k!L,h (en-
ploying the HeS3B €ngine wirh 450kC of 6rusl). Laler Heinkel *odld
develop tne He280 jet pl e dlal would clock in a taord spec! of
300knr/h. Ho*e!er, düe to rhe frct Hei.kel was in p@r farcr witfi th€
Ceman hiemny, fie He280 sould never w the lighi ol day as a nght-

The lollowins is a brief descriplion of axial flow and centifusal jet en
gines. Fißt oö h@'s a brief explmliön of how a jet engine sorks:
L ConpEses at ria ai conpre$or devie.
2. Air is forced i o combüeion chmbe^ shee luel i$ spiayed into it

3. R+idly expmdi.g gases re erlauned ürcugh tie reü of the conbus

4. As gd€s lare the engine üey pa$ thrcugh a fanlike set ol bldes
Cubinc) which robres .he tuöinc shaft. This shan. in rud, rcGtes the
cohprgsor to bnng in a liEsh supply of at thmu8h rbe inEke.

The chdcti$ics of ftntirusu l dd qjll jer engines üe as lollNs:
Axial Flow: Aü i ak€ flows ptrallel ro roror staft dd rhmugh mulri-
st4e turbines, For ün reaon, conplesion emciency is bish and high
levels ol tlmsl N po$ible. I cndsd for high sp€ed drdn as üe äont
@a of ensine cu b€ nade small. However, @nshction can be com

CentilugaL An in&te hns end of rolor shoJt ar iighr dsle - airoow
ror.ed ourrdd rron centd (On pnnciple) A cenrituEÄl jel conlajns
only one tuöine, so air conpr€sion etrcie.cy and thfln m conprom-
hed, Also, rhe frodt ftä ot rhe eneine mul bc enlaraed, csling i.
c@sed drag. Hotre!tr. conshcüon:s 
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Whereas lne Heinkel Conpdy sN dnning behind h its dev€lopncnr
ol a jer fightei plee, üe Meserschnilt Compony ws nght on rhed-
ule. The Me$eßchnitt Conpdy had plans to eoploy the BMW003 d-
id now enginc. Ircnically ho$ever, the airlmme lor the new jet plse
ws conpleted befoF rhe ner jet engine, and as such üe nßi Me262
(Vl) made iß Br nidf equipped vith r ?50bp IDnleß Juno2loc si
po."ung engrne mounkd m rß no.e, Alifl ür B\ftvengit. \er i'
shlled. the plbe nade molher te$ fltlr with 2 BMW engines on eilher
sing and dp Jumo reipMatirg enEine still nounted in rhe nose ma.
Howevü, both BMW enrines lalled durinF thc tcs llisht, Plans 10 in@r
por.te üe BMw engines rcE ab doned and üe Juno004 (known as

dre Tl engine) s$ selecred. Finolly, o. July l3ü, 1942, a new plolo-
typc, the Me262 v3, new solely on jet powe!, hemlding in rhe daM of i

)Meß

ln l,ath, this nr$ succe$tu| jet powqed t€st fligbt of lne Me262 cmÖ
üree yetrs affer thar of rhc H€l?3 dd on ym alter dDr oi üe He230.
However, dle tusht pedom ce ol the Me262 was Bolulionary, as n
nor only outcldsed co.bftponry rciptuating e.gine nghtm, but also
e\nibiEd superioriry oyer tne Hel78 ond He 280. This supe or nighl
perfommce of üe Me262 did not go unnonced. Aner ohefring a ca
llighl, fte Ceneral of Fichteß, Adolf Callan'l sas inspned enousb lo
comnenr, Es ist, als ob ein Engel schiebri ' (lt flew as thoDgb the m-
gels were pushingl ). HeE is a alinpse al some of the Evolutionary
speci6cations of üe Me262.

M€262 Basic Sp€cificarions

aFuse'age lengilhr 1 0.6m
awing surf&e area:21,7 sq. meteF aEngine Jumo004B
aThrust 890k9 ac€w: I aweight unäquipp6d: 3800k9
awelqht tully equipp€d: 61 20kg aFuel:2550liteß

aMd. spe€d: s7okm/h (at altitudo 9000n)
aclimb raie 6min,50sec. ro 6000m
aMd. altitude: 11,450m aMa. roge:1050km
astandad amanent: triK108 30mn cannons x 4

Althowh p@duction lnd deploynent was pldned befoE rhe Me262,
rhe He230 would ncvei bccome a realit! md thc Me262 would 3o down
in history as the world\ fißl jei fichtex

All Me262 protoiypes np till the V4 w@ equipp€d with Llre-point
reü landinc eqr typically found on contempomry prop plres. The rea
soning behind lnis type of Imding ged wd to Ftrele.t dcbris tud süch
fmm being sucked into the plane when latin8 ofr fron 8la$ land and
din aiffields. Howevei for lne srle of engi.e F€rlommce dd ease oi
operarion, rhe Me262 soon had its ldding getr switched b nose-hoü*d
landing sea. Also, lhe nesly desisned l8jneeE eceding wings of
the Me262 weF never befoft sen in avirtion hisrory.
Trrc Jumo004B engines seE otrxed 10 lhe winss via ln@ bolls and
weE vell raeived for üen
ease of naintenance. The
Me262 not only proved iß
sDperioriry over olber Ger
man ai(Dn, bur also ddn
onstrared superioriry over
Bnrish RAF',s Closrer Met€
oi ier liahter. Mo@ver,
wnh resards to the M.
262\ mdenr, thougl cd-
pable oi only short r g€ ar ir.h1nffi4B.ns ß

lhe lilsl qudruple cornon
hclq rhe fighteas foü crn
nons fred I&Be 30m rcunds. Trris w6
equipped on a Gemd äirni.



Wneie$ rhe Me262 nade iß ANr succe$ful tes flighr on jer powd in
.tuly l8lh, 1942, rhe Met@r nlde ils 6ßt succe$ful jet poweEd flight
on Mmh 5ü 1943.Yer while theMecor cm be said to be the ncwerof l050mm ovenlllength, *eiehed about 58Xg and was eßyro pmdue
üe Mo jeß, the abole chan eveals that tne Me262 is trithout o doubt ü ks ro pre$ prce$in8. The etrerive rs8e of rhis gnn $as 4mn
üe moE advqnced of rhe rlo iir.rrJt in bfts of overäll p€rfommce. and rhe initial q€€d ofrcunds sos 520n/s.

The Sr.Iow w tü€ Met€o.
ü rhc Me262 could be said ro havc a rival. rhc RAF Gloeer Mstor F I

. 1.- reJrly prcdu.tion, jd ""5 er, "u ld be.L{'hdr Here, a comp,n

Me2Ä2

q300kS

Wirh ils nore poserful engine, swepl-back wings, and fte fact thar it
*d oler 600kg lighter dd abour 2mkrL,h faser, lne Me262 exnibited
superiority over .he Meter ,r tlE t$o jet fighleß had ever met in con
bat üe advduge ronld obviously lie sirh the Me262. Even oJter the
RAI imprcved üe r. w h üe inoodu.uon oIüe l-.1.b*. ür rp8ra.
ded veßion of lne Meteor still wrsn\ qrib at üe sde drliber.s the

afl FtaF c,b.t$ Mateot F.1 cta*

Fidt€. o. Fishre/Aomber?
Fron spring 1944, while Me262 frgbteß were b€ing conplered sep by

sep, üe Lurtwatre trould encoünt€r o stnific t obdacle rh.t would im-
pede the jet fighlels deployment. When Anerican dd üe Bndsh air fo.
ces sded to mate dr aids o. rhe Geman homelmd in 1943, the Lü1!-
waFe e$inal€d dü1 successfully inFleptins eneny bombeN was of the
uroo$ priontt. Thö healily med, high-speed Me262 was considered
b be the bcst aircralt !o achieve this mission. As tfiis plane ws able to
ny l50knl4r laster lnd lne Allied esd fighten P-4? dd P-51, thc
Me262 was ideal lor inleEpling bonbeß flying in fomation. Lull-
*afae\ headquarteN. i.cluding G€neral of Fiehtm A. Galldd. encou.
aged developmnr of the Me262 as a fighle! beaus it ws capable of de

Yet despne the obvious power of üis figho, the Me262 would ncver
have rhc chdce to dcmonsnate its tull potential. In May 1944. Hitler is
sued slrict conbry odeß pnontizing üe deployde.t of the A-2a nght-
er,/bonbd leßiod or the Ms262 inslead of lhc lishier vcNion A'l!. This
judgene would have sevqe Epercussions on the fat€ of vhat wa at
1hat dne, üe ,oild\ rop-perfommce fighler

dbmbs*wadoe|ed

wnile lhe Me262 A-2a equipped KG 51 wrs conti.uine lo 6ghr on the
vestm iioni, u perinental unn a$i8ned to ractical hininA and
bas€d in l4hleld, Gemüy was equipped vitfi a few Me262 A l! fighr
es. A la fiChteß in this unit often succcslullt inr€rcepted allied recor-
ndi$r.. plr.. .ft ar Vasqr oes üd sprrlms. Badually Drcv'ne
rheir seat Dor€ntial. In Septenber 1944. as intens Allied air sriks on
dre Cemü homelrd relendesly r4€d on. $e 6st imnt line unit
equippcd wnh nghrcr veßions of the Me262 shned b inbrcept heavy
bonbeß and lhen escortne fiChtd. This unit, called KoMdo Now-
ohy, was leld by üe 25o-viclory ace Major wafte! Nowohy. I! Ndveo

ber of tfie soe yed. ß Auied 6ids w@ incrcasins, tomins noE ud
nor€ Cemm ciri6 inro nins, Hider autfioized ügent nas poducrio.
of the Me262 A la fighter vsion. This resulted in 1be oquization ol
the IG ? fighrer Etoup. The 170 licbry ace tohunes Steinhofr's IG 7
fonght unril the end ofwwll and shor ddn ova 300 allied plmes, mak-
ins lhis üii $e most etrerive Me262 unit of lhe mr

But, the nost hnous unil sas $e very unique md highly elne squad
on JV ,14 which vas lomed during the closina days af the wd in Fcbro-
äry 1945. The ry 4, lead by Ge.eral of Fight^ a, Calland hiiself.
wd compoed ol a seltution ol lhe best Gernan acos ol rhc wd süch as
the 3ol-victory acc Cerhdd Bdkl]om, the 19? victory ace Caphin Kr
pinsk and Me262 top rce HeiM Biü (221 victorl* inclDdinA l6 piloring
üe Me262). Fißt deployed in the souln subuö of Munich in Apnl 1945.
this unil sa* the end of the *ü in May al Solzburg, Austria, after havirg
sbor down a roral ol ovtr nfty B l? dd B 24 Allied bonbs Dd rhus
prcving the superionty of rhe Me262 trhen Dilotcd by expcß.

The Me262 A lawas equipped
wirh 4 RheinmetallBoßi8
30nn MK103 güns nounred in
the nose .nd capable of drynin8
4-engine Allied bombds wirh
Önly a lew well-pleed rcunds.
The 2 outbodd guns were loa
ded with I00 rounds and lhe in-
board guns wee loaded with 80
rou.ds. Thc MKl08 had a

To add rriber potntial devalation to Allied bonbeß, the Me262 ws
*o equipped vilh !i-to-an rockets. Ee\ prodücrio. exaoples.oDld
be loaded with tubuld launcbeß packi.g W,C!2l rekels (2lanm dion
eter) which had an inilial speed ol troDnd lloonvs. Elen il üis low
speed nrde xining difficulr. fed of it' destructive power sas lery efrec-
tire in splirtinA up Allied bombcr fomarions.
latd. in Mdch 1945, üe Me262 beean to be equipped wilh R4M air

to-air r@kels. WlEreas the WGr2 I rocker wd a modilied vmion of ini-
tially lod conbd developed Fckets. the R4M was specincaly inlended
lor an co6bat. nE R 1M was a snau type iocker (55mn dimeter) md
up to 12 of then could be lGded on wooden launches under each wins
ol the Me262. Ihc R4M had d inirial 530nts high speed d aining
sas eased dDn*s to 3 stuke stlbilizing sysEn tail tip rhot opened altet
launch. The etrectile ruße was 900n dd onll one i@ker rar suffrcient
to shoot down r heavy bonber Aimin8 was ehieved lhanls to a
Revil6B gud sighr, shich wrs also used wfien firing lhe 30Im guns.
The inpEsive EsullJ ol the JV 44, especially lhose of Gallmd, weE in
hucb pd due to lhe effecive üsö of R4M 6cketl. Tte Me262 tactic
when altlcling bonhers ss to launch all thonwcr2l dd R4M ai.!o-
af tuckeß ar one time. dd aier rhe inevitable bEaldown of tne bomüer
lomarion, lhe Me262 would nnish üen otr using rheii Mkl03 cmnons.
Tie tactic lnat conbined Me262t hieh speed silh hish-vel@ity R4M

.rRaM 55an ar-b-r* rock a.rc'* "

süiin.Eßntudd /12._(

You cm observe dE Me262 ar the fouowin8 müeumst Deülsches Mu-
seum in Gemdyr Nationrl Air and Space MnEum. Planes of Fame.
Unned Sratd Air Force Museun in rhs United Sra@s: md RAF Coslord
Aeospace Museun in rhe United Knsdon. The Me262 in Cosford is i.
good condirion and o delached MK103 cmnon cm be seen baide it.
There is infomation lnat 3 Me262s with bcnd ner ailfmes od No
throp T 38 engines e now Dnder consr,rclion i. üe United Srates.


