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lom surlace wer€ paint€d sL/ Grey Laler,lhe
bo11om sunace was clianqed 1ö SLy, coverino
up lha naliona i§, mark on tho boflöm ol lh€
wings Thecamoullage panem panred.n rhe
lop surfac€ and rlie sky coor on th6 bötöm
surlace mel on lho low6r sid€s.

Lackierung des swordlish Mk.I
Der qesamre Rumpr de6 swordlish. war mir
Aluminiumiarbog€stchen Vonl9S9anwur
den dle obenli€g€nden Flächen mit einem
lrau qdnen Tarnanslach veßehan d6r aus
b6sond6rs dunklem Me€rgrau und dunklem
Sch eiergrau besland. De Budpluntorsoite

12

und die litenieqenden Oberlläch€n wurd€n
in himm€lalb6n6m GGU ackied. Späler
wurde die Farbe an den unte.selen n Him
merbau seänddrt, wobeidl6 Traqllächen an
dar Unl6rs6il€ d€ Nationalilä1szo chon
iugen Oer aul de obenlegenden Fläohen
autselragene Tahan§ cri qing m unt€r6n
Bere ch ndß llmmo b au dor unt€rc8 t€ über.

Döcohtion du Swordlish Mk.l
b Swordfsh avar une celule enriöremenl
peinre ärumid um a padnd31939,l6s surla.
ces sup6reures furent oan.uldes en Extra
Da* Sea Grey er Da& Slär€ Gr6y L€s lancs
inf6 6urc du fu$lage el les surfaoes lnl-4 eu
ros dlaient Sky Grey PLus tard, i6s sunac€s
inferieures lurenl repeinlos on StV Gcouvranl
res ööcard€s sous €s a es. Le camoüllaqe
d6s surlaces sup6reu.es reloiqnail !6 sLysur
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4.Pr&e la decr@manie ä r'end6ir voulu
en lmouillail €c un de vG doigts.
s.Pl§e doucemenl la dealconanie avec
un tissu douxjusqu'ä ce que l'eau 6 dcös

3&,Eot!;Ä8fr oüEfr r. : @r- r: ä*ä
E TEM*g. 7r-,. 4&e. sp-qa. &tE,rd.e,!f äu. 6i ,\lt*ifi rrrrEfi
*E6rr*äu,:i:=. trts*E.ooar Gsr r la.
,ß,!ä*.EEe4??r&i fäs"

{2.1t:v-,a$an\t t
AßD Ltt\- -, d l\t 

=zEl 
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@Y , äiaB E;B'- 10 ir r* E o/- r,
<b\a, i )t+a6@Lt ttz**"
@äisoräL€+?FE, !aäe:zE?

t d7.1 t ältaEi )rE€u<at\,\.
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l cut off decal frcm shel.
2.Dip rhe d@al in repid water ror aboLt 10
sec. dd plee on a cled cloth.
3.Holdrh6backing sh*r edge d slide de

4. Mole deal nL p.si§oi by woniiq d6.al w lh lnger
5,PEs decal qenlly down with a eft oloth
unrrr dcess water and air bubb s e aone.

l.Abzi.hblld vom Blatiauschneidd.
2.D6 Abz ehbild ungeüihr 10 Sek, in laumes
w6ser taucheii dai ad sube6 §olr e§d.
3.Di€ Kait6 der Um6nag6 halt€n und das
Abnehbild au,f das lvlodell schieben.
4.Dä5 Abnehblld d die idhliqe §ella sdh eben und
dab€i mil dem Fings d6 Abnehb ld nä3meh6n.
5,D6 abziehbild mit @ichem Siorl ganz
androckn, bis kein überflü$iges wa$er
und k6in6 Lufib sn m6hr voftdden sind,

APPLOANON DES DECALCOMANIE§
1 .D6coLpd la d6c.lcomanie de e tuuille,
2.P ongaz la dd.aloma e dms de l'eanliede pendait
I0 s@id6 eN on el p6er surui liioe 0o0@.
3.Rete@ ra reu re de pbteton pd h c?ne €t
glisw la ddcalcoman o sur lemonäb 6duil

fiFqärä < ), L 0 - .li ü L1i ß- F @ ai v'
nqßall"t h7ta , E_a&x,Er-;a
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§IIIORDFISH
ITIK.I

Th€ Fling Fish of tr€ FAA
h ls ofteD said drat the top dxce Briiish eronatrti.al masterdeces ol

WWIserc üe lollowing:
a Supemrine Spiuire Fi8hter
O De llavilldd Nlostuilo MültipDr0ose Airraft
a Avro Lmca{er B.nbe.

Howevei if yet one nore ajrqri *ere ro be xdden b üis pmrieious
lis! il woüld ündoubledly bc üc ceieFbom, \inEle ensine biplane,
''laiEy Swodnsh". ltum the naiden flight ol its pedeccssor, üe TSR
l(r.r?ed. Spotter Recomuisarce), in 1933, the cdeer or üe Sword
6sh spamed nnnl the end ol üe war evei outlötinS aftmft drar had
b*. designed to rellace it such as the "Ftucy Albacm' .

From Dehü1 to D€plotnent
In ü. oely l9l0 s, h;ey began work on rhc development of lree,

cdid b.ne aircraft, the TSR I, thc Dredo.esor ol ihe Swordlish.
These aiuaft scrc nnen with either the Siddely n8er or ßristol P€ga
sß cngine In Mrl ol 1935, the An Minisq pla.ed m .rder nn 86
S*.rdfi\h Mk.1, and üe tus to.pedo b.nber veßion ol dre aircnli
mlled out ol $e Fairey poduction plant ar llayes, Middlcscx. Engtand
in 1936. while mos ol thsc alrdaft weE tiried on the lower tusela,ro
\rilh a V{hapdrl üeding höok fd gnbbinB atr aienli cmels hen
ing.ables, so,ne were equipped wirh ponr.on floaß.

In ]uly 1936, rhc 325 Sqnadnn ßFlred its Fairey Seats lor rhc tu§
Swordtsh and embrked on the llMS Clorioüs whcrc drcy weE slill
saing Rhen \vWIbrcke out in Scprenber 1939. By thattime, obour
13 Squadrctr had bon rc cqDi?ped wi$ the Swodrsh, the ody FAA
(Ilcd An An) .ircflft sewiry otr ive ancrali cüies. Si..e the de
plolment ol tle Swodlish bcsan four yers I,nor io ihe outbEa& or rhe
wr, ns crcws had anrFie orror.uniry for fliEhr trxinnrA.

The consnution of the S§ordfish closely Esenbled that ol a WWI
aicraft. I had an all nretul jrfme eih n\e ioflard irsolage and area
roünd the coclqü coveEd wiü sh@r netal panels. Thd Emalnder of

rne airfmo was covern in tub.ic. X wrs powered by a 6q0 HP Bistol
D-c 

' Irv i -.)id-, Looedr"d. r0gre..Lec,tr.
tumed a nelll, tlre-bladed, tncd pnch lai€y Roed popeller, whose
hub {rs capped wnh a smrll spi.ner The Swordnsh Mk. I neasuEd
36lei 1 nrch (11m) nr kn8dr wil\ a wingspd of.15 tc.i.6 in.hes
(13.9n), oeighed 4.2t and hdd a cEw complimenl ol tlnEe. lhis cotr-
lideEble size d Feight, conta$ed wllh rhe hmred powü of rhe e,
8ine, delracled froD üe pcrfornd.e of ihc xirrf. luihmoE, with
10.upporß between rhe upler and loser wings, fixed l difgg{md
r. -.i- - ^o' o b' .üE\u(..
reE atr'drln8 bur oußtmdnu.

Pcrformrnce of thc Swordfish
Golng by jLßt speilicatio.s alone, L\e Swo lish JFFeh b be !

rather weak an Eft. When conp ed to the caierbased airrafi ol
thc Japmcsc nnd Arencan .a,ies (LheT po 9? and Douglas TID I
Dev$ubr) or rhe samepeno4 the Swodfishjust{loes nor sack up.

x r»ee7 nJlrsbkeNar4irur\re7 Qa r t ,nt aia ai )r5t/1

Ho*eti the ttual perfomroce of lre Swordfinr Els r dlfreEft
story. The S*odidr was casy lo fly md had excellent röliabilny.
yhich is why n sas loled by flighl.Ews Also. since ilcould slo* to
ioknoß (g3kn/h), LndinA on cane6 v6 ,rlatively esy. Also, the Pe-

Esus engile could t*e lilirly iough hudüna sirhoui bfaling doün
ed eß asy ro mainlain. §ll]en equiFped with an addUonal tuel laDli
lr dn8-o r5e\aoni.6-a.o\e r6Gll 

'. r .ptu-o"o,.o D'
ous flight durarion oI abotrll0 h.us. Tlese frto^ made iian excel
lent rnultipuDose anwn capable of not orny lorpcdo bonbing. bLl
ilso reguld bonbing, r.onnaisanco, comnünicrtion. Iähol, light caL
g. brnsPrt hd $ on For antl rubmarine patuilinE, dre cE§ §as

230 330 350

210 260

150 220 360

O Hook ror main winq fi:inq

a Bfistol Pegeus enghe
l6e0HP ensine coud bke muqh
hadnio ed was esv io ma nb n)

O Tailliglri

(for dre 113ks bömbs oi eäch srde)

t tltr
.*".1,**,,ä. )^l)^l
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yn etnnes,rduced to h,o to ensthen nisht duEtion.

No Nlar.h ßü1 still , Thrert
A! W1\,I prc:.essed- li became obvious that dre Swordfßh vas no

nutch 1or Ihc nghrcß .l thc Lnlßraffc str.h ai the Bll09 and Frv I 90 in
iend ..ibrt Flr üi! rerson. it Rd nuely seü to reeions wheE drcr
$as a üeh po$ibilnl oi cnconnl.nnC crcmy airrxli Howeve. the
Seordfish rr sill ßed exlensirely in hehind rhe !.ene\ des. erPe
cid ) lor ann $bDdine panolürg. Iquipped rilh undeNlng r.ctcß

rd 601€ ad-submtuinc bodbs, thc S*.rdnsh Ris a force 10 bereck
.nsd \vith ni Gemran U boaL\ ln arct, by the.ndofihe*r, Swod
fisr hrd contibured ro nre si,rtne ol16 U.boaß IurthcDorc. n ilsD
sar scniccinrd-cctpullirt drills and dher srh rininga.d ies

Ä Dwindlins Sc[ool of Srvord]ish
It atperr that orly about nlne of these legendary an rift suNived un-

ril prsent da). Ol thcsc, dNe trc s flyxblc. onc ol trhi.h is i. Cxna
da, dd üe .üer rrc bel..g r) the airrali c.lectun .I rhe Roya

SwordtishU5356 tIIk l) was bnill at Sherbum in Erdol b, Blicl
brm An.rift After abotrt r year oas.rvl.e in 1r Medlre,rman FLeei,

il ü!s breught blct to l.aiEyt Stockpot 1i.ro4 The aiEraft thc.
seracd in klnrg nlcs xnd qas sEnl fu CxnaJ, lvheß it renained n,
rho Es ol lhe sa: Afrer di.t.!aL, n w6 bought b) civlliaD operaro6
xnd then by Sn wilian Robers, §ho addcd ir r. his sraüallm Collec
lion in S.odrnd Suhseque.tly tne alrcraft was Durchöed b) Binsh

Aerospace ror preseniarlon to itie S\rcrdfish Hdilage Tru{. By 1993,
p,'.' P e-ri .o.5_ B

Ssodfish Mk.I §pecili.rlions
awinsspan:13.9m Overälllenglh:11.1m

Area oJ main w nsi 56.4 square mete6 Weight 2.36t

W€ighltulyequpped:4.21 Crew:2 3

O Engin€: Bristol Peg6 u v690,750 H P

a Bege:131 oknfi 670km {wth addiüonallue l k)

aAmamenti 7.hm foNard maoriinegun änd rcvolving machine qun

a Torpedo: 46cm f730kg)
a Bömbs: lwo 227k9, six I 13kg bombs
a Bockels: eishl27kg anti submarne @ckets

a swördfish [dss56) ör FAA Musum about ro tak€ olf.

Tho Pic... ol the S{ordffsh
Tne Swordtish s.flcd rtrctoslt lron üe ourbreak .l rhe rvf nr S.!t

ol 1939.ighr b rhe end. Ovc. thl\ Friod, it *rs used ln a nBrber ol
mles Th.nrain ones e!sfolLows:

Shipping Aflr.ks lrum Nllll
Itr the sümncr.l1940. rhc 27 Str.rdn\h on the islbd ofMnltain ihe

l\'lediterrean nrade attachs agriNr Noin Aiica boünd lrahar shlp
pine fleets. Thc liallxn Nilt did nor haee i t cdie. xnd rhö Swoil
ish werc ablo to nald aln.{ unresiGd aituk! agalnst tLre shiPs. As i
'. i .1 1ee ''000 r- ' o, pio 'i oi ' .r
month) ol drippi4 boaß §crc su . grearll' tuduciig the lightlng
nrsnglh of rne IkLlian Amy rd Gennan Alri.a Coqrs. FurhemoE,
the o$ oI Britßh ajrcraft 16 ernurely lo§, nor .x.@dru I 4 plmei

NthtAltack alTda o Earbor
Tra.t, 116 ltaly\ Iargest naral ha bor ol WWI and yrs trc]l protec

ted widr bntuinc ncß. bdragc ball..ns xnd dli xitu ft gtrn\ LaG
on rhe nigtrl .f N.vemher I I , I 940. 1r onr llokrn aray. r*el'e sword-
finr torFdo bonnreß bot ofi llor thc d.cks oi dr Brnßh air.rxrr .f
'ier,lllrnions Wioles opcntor xir gune ldre nlr cx ed nerntue
dral üe idtohal auriliarl Ißl rarks couLd be fined in lhe Ear cockpn
!, exiend the mnge The itack consistcd ol No wxvcs. thc sec.nd

"-,n .I'i .er(
Irtting Lf r box ba.age, with eveD eun on slroß or on rhc rarcr tunr!
upward xr a spc.ilicd dctlc.ti. dd ünge H.üever üd Swordli5h un
datrntedly c.ntiIUed the atrck, §hlch ultirnatelt left Conte di Caronr,
l-ittorio ed seversl on\er najü wdships surk or süiously da ragcd.
dealing a cnplline bl.w b lne Itdianlleel Theüldwrs an inc,ldible
viciory for the !AA. lüeEsrirrgly enoueh, lhe succes of üis opemtion
is said to have inspired the Jxpucsc \xvy\ xna.k on Pcdl Hdbor

Th€ Sinking of tüc Risdr(k
t. o ort. o r-mot€,. pB 

'r.:,o f r5.'.'
PInz Etrgc0, under rhe..mmMd of Adniäl Günthe. l.iitlens, §e.Ed
üe Atlantic Sea *idr nE int ntion of xftn.kjn! Ihc ital Bntsh con
rcIs. TIre Bfußh bxnlocr0lser Hood ddhaul.\hit Prin.e of$ales. un
dü the .ofrnraid .f Adnnrl Ho !and, i,rtercepEd the ßisntuck bnr
Hood wa! su* (dr heaq los ol lila. Princc ol Walcs eas rlso sen
onsly dmAcd btrlshB suc.eeded in damagins o.e of the.nemy\ luel
rdkr henre hr€aking !fi. Benr on Evenge- the Royal Navy olderd all
of its wißhips to atack the Aisrntr l. Thc lsxdeß .Ilho .hrge were
the Süordfish loeedo bornhe^ r li.r f e1v offthe aircüfi canieE Art
Rolal and Vi.torioüs On thc Ußt aria.t *avc. Licrtcndt Cünrnander
Eugeie Esnonde lednnre Swldfinr od scored one bit on dre moEd
belr ol üe mssiv. bxnlcship On. of thc tiien S w.rdtuh or the se.
ond eatc.ledby Licurcnair C.mna.derT P Coode,laLnched a nnlr.

a swordrsh n 6 öfi rhe aircEft .dier ark Foyal

do shich §rck the Geing gear and janrmed the rudde. This foaed
thc batlcship ro scam er u.lnown tick. Unall,v sdkirg the lollorril!
nrlnring by the big guns.Ilhe Royd Ndvl sdships, tuch ,s bnnloshi?
King CeoeeY Rodney and heiry cruiler Doseh rnt

Thc Challungc of tho Chrnn€l Daih
Bccansc ol the ero{ine inre$ilr ol ii üids by the RoyaL air For.e

(RAF), tre Geman N_rry headqud€ß de.ided tD .dl h.mc rhc mxin
t1cü iom Brer. TheI also daided llui nr. fieet in B,€*shouldr€lLm
hoft'e by braüng rhc English Chxnncl On the nleht ol tI 12l_ebn,ary
19,12, tbEe Ceman wrahiF\ .onsising of bitle.tuiser S.htud.st.
Gncisenau andnea" crDise, Plifz Eugen eft Bren, rnd headed rp the

English Chamcl cs..n.d by six lüle destoyeß and ttule torpedo
boais A tatrol oI trr. Spirnftr di\coverod rk br.atoul olcncmy vcs

scls ud nrfoned deir bose. lhe eneny tT.e BA üerdy tr$ed the

Shns .I Dovür xM xlenEd 325 Squadrotr conmdirE ofticer Lieur.-
ndx Conmrnder Flugene Esnonde üd on ! si\ Sw.rdfish btrl elected

b go md atxck dr .ncny tur.c. kEwirA thxt üc cs.orin8 Uehtcr
squaüons we,e not read) and would be laie. The s[y rvas lulloI Ltrft
Nxfti nghreß such as Me$eß.hmllt al 109 and locke wull hrl90
rnd rhe ürßhips began linng on rhe sii.losing Str.rdfth Dcsptc drc

brave eEbn. aLl six of the alrcrdt weE \hot to nhhois. bLi {ill man

ag.d to gd ott thle.lorpcdoes belore goirg down Notre hit their t ger

)nlt the eieny i dships eventLal l) rcxchcd sxli *atcß Mn.culouslL5
ol the LB cEü rnenr r:ß surviEd the batrle.Thc ob{rtr.tion otrhe Ctr
mxn\ .hd.cl dash opcrxtion inlcd and ill of tLre Cemun vr ships suc

ceded nr br.lking rh,lugh dre English Chxnnel as a conscqucncc.

Horvercr dns kLant y.r talic sh,ECle of Swordfis r mad. ! deel lm

D e§snn ii lLre hean..Ilho Brirish
r/4N 7r7 r- ' 
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