
MITSUBISHI A6M8 ZEHII FIGHTER
flAMP TAMTYA

Much has beon written over ihe years
abour rhe Japanese zero Fighler Air.
crait seies. Much was based upon
hoarsay and egend and itt e upon iacl
iiself. Even ihe Al ied Forces a.d gov.
ornnr€rts refused at firsr to acknow
edge ls exsiance, and when lhey did
get a copy ol il, lhey could hardiy
believe the parlormance it produced.
The prototype zero or A6M'l firsi iook
place on paper on January 17, 1938,
lolow ng lhe Japanese request ior a
shipboard i ghler wilh a top speed ol
270 kph ai 12000 il & 6€ hours ol cru se

economy endurance and 15-2 hours al
normal combat s peeds. Armarnent was
lo be lwo 20 mm cannon and lwo 7.7
mm machine gLns plus lhe normal
radio equ prneni and d r€cllo. I nding
gear. These spe. ficaiions were so lar
lrom lhe ex siing siale oi lhe art lhal
lhe famous Nakajima company drop.
ped out oi compeiil on siaiing ihai
ihey were mpossib eio meel. That left
lllilsubishi Hea!A lnduslrles ard their
deslgn team headed by Jiro Horikoshi
lhe only company lo iacke lhe pro.
blern. Eirst flghi was on 1 Apri 1939
and combar tr als were conc uded in
Ju y 1940 wiih 15 Pre.Prod!clion
A6l'/2's senl to two squadrons by lh-.
end ot the month. These aircraii had
fold n9 w ng r ps io accomodaie a.
crail carer elevalors. änd were lhe
ones I rsi seen by Gen. cherrau t in
China and at Pean Harbor n Decem
ber 1941. A though the 46[12 meiorex.
ceeded orgina design spec ficai ons,
modilications were taking p ace at the
M tsubishi factory io improve ro I .ale,
speed up handln! aboard carriers, and
uiiize lhe upraled Saka,a 2T, 1,130 hp

enoine. The lirsl AOM3 type 32 (code
named HAN4P) look to the a r on 15 Ju Y
1941wilh prodLciion beginninq n Aprii
42. A ioia of 343 a rcrait were produc.
ed by Algust 43, when ihe lYPe 52
A6M5 began produci on. The Type 32
zero had the most radical change n
the ertire ser es and was readiY
rscoqnized by issqüaredoff wingiips.
This reduced tota spa. 10 exacl y 11

meiers and eliminated lhe curnber
some lodino ros which consumed
t me durina ämbat to aer the akcraft
dow. carrier elevalors. The larger
Sal.ae2r engine gave lhe type 32 a bel
ler rale ol clmb and the shorler winq
spa. 0 meler sho er) lessened slck
lorces and increased roll raie. The
Hamp was ul lzed throughoLi lhe war,
but saw nrosl of its seryice olf oi land
based nstaialons in tlre southern
slard chains of New Guinea and the

ln den versaneenen lahren w!rde vreles
über d€n rapai5.hen Z€ro rshter se
5chr€ben. das meisre bas en€ auf H.ren.
§a8en und Lecenden, aber nur wef g alf
Tarsachei Sosar die A led Forces und
R€serlnsen wolten de Exstenz dl.s.s
au*ersewöhn i.hen F usz€uees n.hl 2ür
Kefntn 5 nehmen Als sie dann € n Flue
zeus dieser Type n di. Hände b€kamen,
konnten se de F u8lestunEe. kaunl

Ls w!rde von de. japanEchen Srreit
krälten €if sordf usz€uever anet,we.het
270 km i. der stunde n 12m0 ieet Höhe
croi.hen k.nnie L'nd 6 b§ I Sn,nden n

der Llft bleb bezw I 112 b,! 2 sru.den
be nörma er (.mpiEes.hlvind Bk€ t Die
P ine tür den .ßt.n Prototyp€ Zero oder
A6M1 konnten bereit! am l/ lanuar l9l3
vorge e8t weden Bewalf nuns waren zw€
70 mh l<anonen rnd rw€i 77 mm Ma
sch,.nens€wehre, normale Funlia!stat
t!ne m t Pei €mpiänE$ Diese§V€rla.cen
war von dem damaleen Sta.d der En.
wi.k un8 5.üet €ntiernt, da$ soear die
bekannten Nakaima Werke sch vÖm

Aneebot z!rücIzoe mit dem Eemerken, es

wä;e unmöe ich, dlese \ Ünsche zu
e.fü en somit bleb nur das ieam Jro
Honk05hi von Mits!bithi ilbre, Lnr de5
Problem z! lören Undd es Probiem rvLde
von diesen Lelten s.lö§t, d€r €rste FLus

war am I Aor ll9l9. Kahplerorobune er
tolete 'm l!l! 1940 m L bere c l5 V r

D eieMa5.h nen hrltpn
lilappba; Flaselenden, um in die F uB

zeuSüäeerAutzÜ8e zü pais.n Ls waren
die Fluczeuse, de man zL€6t bei Cen
Chenrault in China und in PearlHa.bo. m

Dezember 19,11 sehen konnt. NatÜ.i.h
ßlrdei von Mrtsubsh an der A6M2 iau
iend Verbeserunee. vorS€n.mmen z B

w!rde der veßtärkte sakae 21 Motor mrt
I llO P5 eingebaut um dre Startces.hwii
disket aul d.n Träse.n z! erhöhen Der
€ßte A6M3 Type 32 (Codename HAMP)
pins am 15 luly r94l n d e Luit, d e Prc

dukton beeann to Apri 1942, bis Auclst
1943 wurd€n l,1l Mas.hinen Sebaut, dann
fohte der Tlpe 52 A6M5 D.r TYPe l2
7e; hatt. die erö$ten Anderuneen d€r
eanzen ser e, ma; kon.te den neuen IYp.
c7 §orod an den r.chte.kreen Flüleenden
e*ennen Dese Anderu;g b,a.hte de
Spannwe te nunmehr se.au aul l1 Met€r,
es konnte dar lmständ iche Ahklappen
der Fiüse enden wecfaLlen !nd es wLrde
vel zeit beim Transport mit den TrJs.r
aulzÜ8en 8€spa{ Der e.ö§er€ 5akae 21

Motor eab dem TYpe 32 e ne be$ere ste
q€ *!ne, d e kürzer Spannweite( l ml!.r
iin!erte die Sreuerkräft€ und erhdht€ d e

Statseschw ndiek€ t Der HAN1P war b s

K.essende im E dat! hauplsä.hl.h aüi
Landbasen d.r südl .hen li§elketten N€s
C!€n'a 5 und auf den Ph llPin€n



,gludy ln. n3lruc ons and phoro.
qraphs beloß cohm.^c,ng assembry.
iYou w,ll ie€d. sh.rD ln'te a scr*
drirer, a iile a^d a pak o, plim.
roo mr br..h pans a*ay rrom sptue,
but cut orl caclurry w(h a pan ol ohers.. il:""Tßt"T,ffi !:tr'titrl3:'Jt:
tor Tamiya Acrylic Paints
*vor a€s'n. d,. 8ä!..r.trung nudie..i
u.d den Nlmm.h ^..hd'. tl€m.nre z»

rBäureil. n.hr 6h sorulin8 .66@h.n.
voßi.hri3 abr.h^.id.n.d€r abzwi.kenr Pi:;:"i1'i:"#.i:f ,i:.'i.:tl

O?rffi'j"".."
Drill out se.l back nd6nlatons wilh 6
09mn dril s€ei b6i and harness i3

D'e r il{bunBei &r Rü.kenrehn. h
09mm Boh,e,e,nboh,en snzsu strd a!r
bem:h.n Abde(kband h.,s.ne 1t

Push.ods e §ctchod sprue s.,knm
rmg aid 0 a in dia 126 r.ql atrach ro, .nd
belu, p,oietrno Pi^3 @ ft@r cyli«rer
bank rm ro @kd bor6 0n lg bänk
Fine copper wn. is us.d ld ionitid ard
tuns llm 14O2MM hols dnlbd in igni.
rion ring, ttu wn.s p.r hole Font bank
*tino tuß up lront cylindoß nohr
pnshrcd and.nlo 02m6 horesddlred in
eäch head honr and r. . R.ar bank
wnes tun up reli pu5h6d. (tolal ol 23
wnes seu6d i. plec. wiln cyanoacry.

o I rub ng ruis b€lw..n each cy nde.
rockerbox on oppos 16 s d6 lrom
pushrods. u3€ 0.4 mfr slrclched sprue.

tsrerd.nnsv€nl rtö$e trur P anLlabfr
5amm lrns !,rl 04 r 6 Be?4en (iibe,
K.zc lirmm.(h€n und !rchei bez$ ar!

ao der vor<lscn !nrl h,nteren zvlinderhanr

Fü die zünduns Erd rc'rer Kupierd.ahr
ssmmen a§ drn 1r r&h.rn io2Tmi
FhenjeI Dr:rht rh Zündunsnn h.raur

^nd€n 
torde..n /tldlem R hL\ dh !'eft

!il*6d s,te' r^ aä! L«h :m zrhnd€r
ropi D'e hmlcr. Drihle B.rFd dm ko*eo
lenrilnd.ler\oö.' O'e D,rh. mn B(n

Ör(hrä!.h. nenren
ius Ormm lbrrll .ez4.n und aui der
and.F tqre dri !0nrL'Üiel ztri.hcn

zuemmnb.. d., Cdtpil
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or L out and shape oloo strul scissors
(top)and culaway oenlerporuon orna i
oear door atlachm€nl bärs. Fun copper
wire (brake lubing) lrcm wheel woll,
down botween center or qea/ door and
strul, thru lop scssors and iasl€n äl
mou d€d illino on whee Small oear
doors allach lo winc and r€sl on main
doors al an acole anqle See drawino.
z* s.hef rah^yelkn,.h. ud, verkleduns
wnd .r kuored,ahr a s srcmnetuns
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under sudrce Derair: ceär up
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Fiqhl$ Group,Bunä, East oI New Guinea, 1940

:lt :41 al 1:,

P.inling o, Type 32<E. ,

Enqine cowlin!: Mall Bla
wer€ a mall llqht gr€Y. F
a uminum and Garwas b
narcw @d wahing ban(
bade l p No wh 16 band
s0nia.Thiscolorscheme

n Juy 1943 lh€Japanes(
rv€ rhat arl arrcraft ut z(
would b€ pa nl6d jung e q
and thal an oran€e ye ow
ed on rhe readiiq €dg€ o
rool ol lh€ w no to harf {
craftakeadyln thoi€d tr
ol lunole Oreen Some an
boder arouid the nalionl
exc6plion, rather lhan a (
lnroioro, arrAOM serres a
pesetoal ve painr m€ralln
Japänese ca ed Blue B.

Eng ne cylinders alum nr
v€ry rhin max backlobrr
grey Pushrods, wnin! an
I on ring: aluminum.Pbpe
dalk red brown. Spinner a
amattblack,nortaiorck
races (cockpil e1..) wo16 p
preseryalrve, meta lic b u
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ck. Al orh€r ou1€r surlac€s
ropeier lronr wäs polishod
a.k or daft ßd brcwn. Two
ls wer€ localed near each
surcunded rhe ial onal in.
,asssnonallTyp632',sun.

Government 6sued a d rec.
{ ln lhe Soulh Pa.ltic aEa
r@n on lhe upper suila.es,
denlificallon band b. pl.c.

, .ach main Plan€ l.om the
ay oul lo lhe tip. Tho.€ air
€E p. nted ovor in blolchos
cratl ae sen wth a whrle
: inslonia; howerer, lhis is
116. cowlinas ßnain€d matl

nc.ait w6r€ polel€d wilh a
: blue/qren ln colo( and ln

rm Fln 6h€d with ä wash ol
rg out liis. crankcase: Ll0h1
l oll I nesi gloss black. lgni.
llor Fronl a uminum, red i.
rumlnumorwhitecowlino is
ßsy.A expc€dinl€riorsur
a ited with an anlrror@srve
3/gr€6n in color Mor€ blue
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(!)Taina. Fighror obup (2nd),T.iw.n, 1944
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3)2OA Fighr.r Group, Ra6aul, 19113, (Painred oeor ln blorch.s ol iunqle gß.n)
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