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Outbreak of the Pacific Wer

On 8th December, 1941, "Twype 97 Carrier
Torpedo Bomber” and "Type 99 Corrier
Bomber” from the aircraft carriers Akagi,

Kaga, Soryu, Hiryve, Shokaku and Zuikalu
themselves over Hawail under the escort
of Zero-Sen fighters, While the Zero-Sens
commanded the air, the allacking units de-
livered attacks against the U.S, Pacific Fleet
in Pearl Harbor and air bases of Hawan.

The success of the surprise attack was wired

Boeing B-17

Max, speed 462km h
Armament 12.7mm MG <13 Bomb 2.9¢

to the whole world in a code "Tra, Tra, Tra”
This sparked the Pacific War. The Japanese
made a brilliant drive as far as to the Aleutizn
Islands in the north and the Indean Cecean.
The Zern-Sen fought in the van of advancing
Japanese {orces, gained mastery over the Lwo
oceans and raged sbout freely,  The Allied

Powers including the United States and Bri-*

tain ‘that had not been informed of the exis-
tence of the Zero-Sen were surpriscd at its
high performance and the “Territ Zero
Fighter” made officers and men's biood run

Curtiss P-40
Mitsubishi Type | Aiiak Bomber

In air b.m.e~ around !le Philippines, Zero-

Sens left the Takao base of Formosa to
gether  with "Twype 1 Auak Bomber”™  to
make un extented shuttle [light of more
than 1,600 km over the ocean and had
aerial fights with Britush DBuffalos and
Hurricanes as well as American 1"36s and

P.40's which tried to intercept the Japanese

planes. The fights resulted in a signal victory
for the Zero-Sens. While the number of Zero-
Sens lost was only & [ew, about 300 Allied
planes in the Philippines including B-17 bom
bers, which were then called impregnable air
fortresses and the Americans were proud of,
were shot down in only a few days. The
Allies responded to the Zero-Sen with the new Spitfire MkV | /.[\'i
Ship-Based Fighter 14 deat of the United '} IJ: &# l—_—*— “—-r-:a;l
States Navy and the Spitfire of the Royal -\m\ Sy THE =
Force.  Particularly the F4F produced con-. S

temporaneously with the Zero-Sen was much
expected as the same ship-hased fighter having
almost the same engine horscpower. The FAF
was slightly superior in divi speed  but
inferior in all other points of performance to
the well-balanced Zero-Sen. The F4F was no
match for the ZeroSen m fighting maneu
verahility. In the attack of Port Darwin,
Australia, from the Rabaul base, the Zero-Sen

fighters, and gradually regained their power.
Meanwhile. a number of improved versions of
the Zero.Sen were also produced, but the
Zero-Sen was almost the only one Japanesg
fighter type that fought through the war. The
production continued to the end of the war
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whelmed the Britain's prouwd Spitfire in  of the war. The Nukajima production mcluded
dogfights. The spitfire was a fighter which 327 Zero-Zens with f{loat named the Type 2

Seaplane Fighter.

Zero-Sen at the World's Highest Level

Some of the distinguished features of the |

Zero:-Sen which achieved the brilliant war

results mentioned before are as follows:

(TLong cruising range.  This owes much to
the Jow fuel consumption of the reliable
Nakajima Sakae engine

Z:Good mancuverability and circling ability
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Max, speed 515km h
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{Specifications of the Type O Carrier Fighter
Model 212

wer

improved version of the early Mode! 11 that gngine kajima Sakac 12 fourteen

showed activity over the Chinese Continent - radial air-cooled engine. |

The wings of the Model 21 were designed to output of 40 hp.

permit 30 cm of cach tip to fold upwards to Propeller: Sumitomo Hamilton 3D constant speed

facilitate carrier stowage. Zero-Sens of the metal 3-blader ) ) )

Models 11 and 21 manufactured and prepared :i[?lan. 1200 m . Lenyth !!I_ibm Height: 3508 m

before the heginning of the Pacific War Weight: Loaded _'.HU kg (Emply, LBS0 kg
Maximum speed: 334 km

totaled only abiout 400. Maximum cruizing range: 3,350 km (Fuel tanks

After the middle stage of the war, the Ame deopped: i, Thght)

ricans came lo use against the Zero-Sen a
great number of new planes such as the Ship-
Based Fighter F&F Hellcat mounting an engine
of 2000 hp class and the P-38 P-47 and P-51

Twa 7.7 mm machine guns (fusclage),
two 20 mm machine guns (main wings),
two 3060 kg bomhs

Prodoction: 740 ({Mitsubishi)

Armament:

Detail Paintings

Undercarriage

It is batler to usef
a fine copper line
when you maka
the brake pipe

— Stud Biack

Caver inside: Biue graen

Silvar

Tyre: Mat black

Wheal Silver

Engine

engins . Iron colour
Bizck - Silver Face: Flesh
—Muffler: White
Life jzcker: Dark brown
~Ursform: Light brown —/

Pad: Dark brown

tal fittings: Silver

~-
Gloves: Dark Brown

— Pants: Light Brown

Boots: Dark Brown

(PAINTING)

For wide surface a flat

brush (10—20 mm
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spray painting, you must apply the

masking tape where the painting is not needed.

Always remember paini
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fore most important te remove all dust, dirt,
hand stains, etc.
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Painting

Control lever:-=Silver
Baats i Clar

Waljo-oo “oClear blue green  Undercoat

Instrument FPanel----Blus-green

Gunstock: o Black

5 Construction of Fuselage

Cowling

Engine

6 Construction of Wing

®NMain Wings and Fusslage should bes put
togsther: tantz ly for adjusting  joints
pefore they ere fixed together:

® Fixing of figure can be done in last stage

®Fix the antennz Al4 in last stage:

#® Plsase read this
@ You must decigs
® Tzke cara when

Use a hobby knif

before commecting assembly.

whnich sizte you are to puld, landing or
removing paris from the plastic sprues.
e or 2 pair of niopars.

® Before applying glue, construct each part and section to

correctly.
® [n painting, read

the instruction.

® After Fuselage has been painted, apply Decals with the

: Construction of
Undercarriage.
Refer to painting insiruction

an pags-2.

B 32

Right

Make a hole if Dros Tark is to ba fixed.

Fuselage __

4 Construction of Engine

Use 2 small amound of adhesive
to permit A1 to rotate. :

AIIQ

Rotate

flying.

3

ansure that vou are fitting the parts

transparent margin cut off,

3 _Ca_nstruc'tion of Propeller & Cowling

® Refer in painting instruclion on page 2

#® Paint the inside before gluing Fuselage
Legether.

® |nztall Seat after Fussiags has bsen glued
togsther:

® Engine should be put into Cowling first and
then fixed to Fuselage.

® Antenna which Snaps sasily
shouid be fired at the same
time as Canopy.



Undarcarrizge

7 Construction of Landing State

Drop tank Surface -Light gray

Other part.-Black

Undercarrisge’

#® For the fixing angle of Main Gear
inclined inwards), ssa the figure below.

B29 B4l

’ Undercarrizge house
Clear blusgreen with
Silverundercoat

»

Rusty iron colour

#5840 and B41 of a real plaps
are also folded inwards to keep
clear of Drop Tank.

® B33 Mass Balance should be
fixed only in case of painting
illustrations (2 and 3.

Caonstruction of Drop tank

Fix B33 in case of painting instruction (2 and (5},
If wou painting the other type, please cut off B33 after fix
on-wing to siop up the hale:

® Fishiine of gut used &5 antenns
will lock more realistic.

/

9 Last stage Assembling

® Carefully fix the Clear parts.

® Landing Gear Indicalor Bar should be
shaved off ¥ your plane 18 to be in a state
of flying.
® Czrnopy (open] may be fixed in an cpen state

®Figure in 3 standing posiure should be put
near the plane.

a
L

-

Clzar part 5 is not used.

Parts List

Al. Upper Wing (Left) 13, Back Plate 25, Foat 37. Whes! {Left)
2. Upper Wing [Right) 4, Antennz Support B26 Fuse 38. Wheel (Ri )
3. Horizontal Stabilizer (Left) 13, Contrale Lever 27. Fuss 39, Landing Hook
4. Horizental Stabilizer (Right) 16. Pitot Tube 28 40, Wheel Cover (Open. Ri
5. Cowling (Left) 7. Sight Scope 28. Oil Cooler 41. Wheel Cover [Open,
B. Cowling (Right) 18, Hinge Cover 30 Tail Undercarrizge (Flying State) 42 Tair Undercarriage
7. Propelier 19, Propelier Shaft 31 Loop Antenna 43 Main Undercarriage Stud (Left)
f. Seat 20. Progeller Shalt Stopper 32 Undercarriage Stud Cover (Qpan) A 4. Mzin Undzrcarrizge Stud |
9. Side Instrument Fanel 21, Spinner (Rear] 33. Mass-balsunce 45 Stud (Cover (Closed, Leit)
10, Air-intake part 13 Gear Casze 34 Head Rod 46, Stud Cover (Closed. Right)
11, Floer 23, Exhaust Pipe 33 Drop Tank iLeft) 47. Stud Cover (Open. Left) B
12. Instrument Pans| 24, Engine 36. Drop Tank (Right} 4B. Stud Cover (Open. Right) B
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| (Plane piloted by Warrant Officer Yoshiro Hashiguchi.
3rd Air Corps.
March 1242 Kendari Base of Celebes Island,

A—Whita
Cowling: Black

Silver Light grey

ZPlane piloted by Petty Officer First Class _
Saburo Sakai. Tainan Air Corps. #Since the radic apparatus did not wark
ki ell, the loop entenna was removed and
2 v 19 e se of Bali Island. el P
February | 242 Denpasar Base and thia Antenna SpOFE WAS. CUl ey

Cowling: Black /.w‘-tn & saw.

longer

Blug than proper IL.-gth.

Silver Light grey Decal A

Wing tip light:Blue-

I over the Fuselzge

Cowling: Black s Light grey

Tail Light: White

Decal J

Undercarriage ~
indicats rog:Red

Decal B .

Pitat tube tip; Silver

Wing tiplight: Red




Painting and Marking of the Zere Fighter type 21
Painting in the Early Stage

The engine cowling was painted black and the
light gr The front side of the propeller blades and the spinner were
silver.  The rear side of the propeller blades was black or dark brown.
Each propeller blade had two red lines on the end The national mark
"Sundis elage and of the main
wings. This was the basic painting fur the Zero tvpe 21 and
EESH

fuselage and wings we

les of the

uzed until around the summer of
Painting in the Late Stage

As battle lines extended and
army was ordered on 3rd July 19
of in wings dark green so
the southern front might blend into the jungle
spotted by the enemy, To make i 3
orange vellow belt was painted on the
edges and cach national mark “Sundisk” on the fus sides and the
main-wing top was bordered white., Ahout the time wi repainting
order was issued, Lemporary camao painting of green dots, ete. was
applied with spray guns or the onta the light-grey
main-wing lop. Towards the end of war, due to the
pamt the bottom of many planes | id to have been pai
sreen. a mixture of the Lop colour < and white
ol the bottom colour light grey

Other Painting

The anterior of the body and the of the wheel we
were painted with (ransparent paint of bluish green or, according to
another report, paint similar to Zine Chromate (vellowish green) used by
the Americans, The inside of th
to prevent reflection. Faor the
figures or colour illustations.

battle became [iercer, the whald
cpaint the top of the fuselape and
thal planes flying over the jungles on
cenoand nol be easily
[riend from foe, an
e half of the main-wing froar

e 1L easier too b

el with light
L, in place

ETet

and covers

nopy was painted dark grev or black
ours of small parts. see construction

In case of 3§
White figures

Black Identification colour: Oranga yeliow
t n case of @ and

Dacal L

Early Type Painting = %7 Decal L

Cartridgs outlet: Black Blac

#When the upper part was
painted dark gresn, the lowsr
I edges of the main wi and
| the horizontal bilizers wers
also painted dark gresn,

i

A Plane piloted by Lisutenant Commander
Shigeru liaya, Flying Corps Commander.
Fighter Unit of Carrier Akagi.

case of use decal | 8th December 1241, Hawaii Attack,

Decal H ——___ Cowiing: Black Antennz line

Decal G — .

———="Yellow

/,/ #rSome one said that
A the yellow belt is not paint=g
on the Al- 101 glane.

/
Silver f I




A Plane piloted by Warrant Officer
Tetsuzo lwameto. 253rd Air Corps.
January, |944. Rabaul.

green

- —

lane belonging to the 26 st Air Corps.
(B=Tiger Corps)
February, 1244, Kagoshima Base.

1

/ | First apply the white bslt, and then the yellow bsit.

!
Spinnar: Rcliub Light green #Belt is 2 hittle longer than needed.
Blade: Dark brown

Later Type Painting

Red ling

3 and 4

In case of
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