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iThe Type 1 on Luzon}

Although many of the Type 1 self propelled guns sent to the front line by the Japanese
Ammy were sunk along with their transport ships, 4 vehicles of the 2nd Mechanized Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Tank Division safely reached the island of Luzon. There, they fought with
U.S. troops which landed at the Lingayen Gulf in January 1945. Using ambush tactics and
regularly changing the fire positions, the camouflaged Type 1s managed to slow the U.S.
forces in combat which took place in areas north of the capital Manila. Indeed, they even
managed to destroy some M4 Sherman tanks using the Type 1's 75mm field gun. Of the
four Type 1s, one was destroyed in April 1954, two more in May, and the final vehicle was
eventually lost in June.
{About Japanese Army Infantry

The figures in this set are feature uniform well-suited to a tropical environment. Officers
had a long-sleeved shirt and riding boots, but often wore the same gaiters as enlisted ranks
during actual combat. Enlisted ranks wore a short-sleeved summer shirt and the same type
of field cap with sun shade was worn by all soldiers. Officer equipment included binoculars,
officer’s canteen, map pouch, and officer’s sword while enlisted ranks were equipped with
a Type 38 rifle, canteen, pouch, and bayonet. 6.5mm ammunition for the rifle was carried in
two cases attached at the left and right of the belt buckle (30 rounds each) and in another
case attached at the center of the back of the waist (60 rounds). Soldiers equipped with the
Type 89 heavy grenade discharger also had two ammunition pouches (4 rounds each)
hanging from both sides of their waist.
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/\ CAUTION

@®When assembling this kit; tools including knives are used. Extra care should be taken to
avoid personal injury.

@Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and for cement, if used (not included
in kit). Use plastic cement and paints only.
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@Kit-included tracks can be secured using cement. Apply cement to joint section.
cement sparingly.

®Do not attach tracks to the wheels until cement has cured. Remove any excess plastic

carefully using side cutters.
@Kit-included tracks can be painted. Apply rust effect as you wish.
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@Soldiers of the Japansse Army wore rank insignia on their collar or breast. Refer to diagram for applying markings.
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The most successful and widely used of all
Japanese tanks in World War |l was the Type
97 Medium Tank Chi-ha. It was designed in
1936 and accepted in 1937 (Japanese year
2597, hence Model 97) as a replacement for
the Medium tank Type 89 which had been in
service since the late 1920s. The Type 89
had been influenced by Western designs and
was similar in appearance to such types as
the Renault NC and the Vickers Medium C.
Work on the Type 89's replacement started
in 1935 and note was taken of contempaorary
Western designs, notably the |atest British
ideas (This was before the German medium
tank designs had appeared). The most
impressive of British designs was the A6
often called the “16 tonner.” This was a fine
tank but only a few development models
actually saw service due to economic
difficulties. The new Japanese design was
intended to match the AB in firepower and
performance and a speed of over 35km per
hour and a weight of about 15 tons was
specified. The main armament was a 57mm
gun (the A6 had a 47mm gun). Simplifications
were made to cut down production costs.
Bell-crank and coil type suspension was
designed to save weight. Other features were
very advanced for the time, and included a
monocoque hull of welded and riveted
construction with overhanging side spon-
sons. Maximum armour thickness was 25mm
and there was a rear-mounted air-cooled
diesel motor. During World War 1l the Japa-
nese fell behind in tank development and
production. This was partly because the
early Japanese successes were achieved
with the equipment they had available, and
partly because production pricrity was given
to guns, aircraft and naval vessels. When the
Allies fought back in the Pacific and SE Asia
they had vastly superior tanks. The Japanese
forces could only produce stop-gap AFVs to
try to reinforce their now outnumbered and
outgunned tanks, To update the medium

tank some self-propelled gun models were
produced in small numbers, based on the
basic Type 97 Chi-ha chassis, known as
“Gun Tanks.” Gun Tank Type 1, Ho-ni, had a
simple open top compartment with a Type 80
78mm gun rather than the Chi-ha's turret.
This was a medium velocity field gun
adapted for AFV use and with performance
comparable to that of the American Sherman
tank's 75mm gun. The crew of five was
protected by the 50mm armored front shield.
A 170hp V12 diesel engine meant the 15.9
ton tank was capable of a top speed of 38
km/h. Despite the poor crew protection, the
conversion was inexpensive and simple, and
gave the Japanese Army an AFV that was
theoretically capable of combating the Sher-
man tank. These tanks first saw action in the
Philippines in 1944,

Der erfolgreichste und fast dberall ein-
gesetzte japanische Tank im 2. WW war
der Type 97 Medium Tank Chi-ha.

Er loste den seit 1920 eingesetzten Type
89 1937 ab.

Der Type 89 war durch westliche Entwirfe
beeinflusst, hatte Ghnliches Aussehen wie
der Renault NC und des Vickers Medium C.
Bereits 1935 wurde an der Verbesserung ge-
arbeitet unter Verwendung hauptsachlich
britischer |deen. Dies war bevor der deut-
sche mittlere Kampfwagen erschien.

Der neue Japaner hatte die gleiche Feuer-
krait wie der brit. A 6 (bekannt als 16 Ton-
ner”), Gewicht ca 15 to und Geschwindig-
keit ca 35 kmh,

Die Kanone hatte 57 mm (der A 6 nur 47 mm}
Um die Kosten zu senken, wurden einige
Vereinfachungen ausgefiihrt, zur Senkung
des Gewichtes wurden Winkelachsen und
Tragrollen entworfen. Selbsttragende
Wanne geschweisster und genieteter Kon-
struktion mit seitlichen Schwimmerstutzen
waren unter anderem der Zeit vorraus.

Max, Panzerung war 25 mm, der Heck-
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maotar war luftgekihlt und wurde mit Diesel
gefahren,

Im 2. WW fielen die Japaner mit der Wei-
terentwicklung von Panzerfahrzeugen ab -
das zur Verflgung stehende Material konnte
friolge vorweisen - und die Hauptpro-
duktion wurde auf Kanonen, Flugzeuge
und Kriegsschitfe eingestellt.

Als die Allierten im Pacific und Slidostasien
zurlickschlugen - mit ungeheuer dber-
legenen Panzern - konnten die Japaner nur
versuchen, ihre unterlegenen Panzerkraft-
wagen zu verstarken,

Um den Medium Tank
wurden,

einige Selbstfahrlafetten auf dem Chassis
des Type 97 Chi-ha-bekannt als Kanonen-
panzer - produziert.

Anstelle des Turmes wurde ein Frontschild
angebracht, die Kanone 90 - 75 mm auf-
montiert,

Dieses neue Fahrzeug wurde den Panzer-
kampfwagen zugeordnet und war in Aus-
dauer mit der 75 mm Kanone des Sherman
der US vergleichbar.

Die Frontpanzerung hatte 50 mm, Besat-
zung 5 Mann. V-12 Diesel Motor mit 170
PS bei 2000 rpm und Héchstgeschwindigkeit
38 kmh Gewicht ca 16 to.

Diese Umwandlung war sehr billig und
einfach, gab aber der Besatzung wenig
Schutz.

Trotzdem war dieser Japaner in der Lage,
den Sherman auszuknocken.

Der erste Einsatz war 1944 aut den Philli-
pinen.

aufzumbbeln
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* Study the jnstructions before you start
assembly. Make sure of parts shape and
area to be cemented before you apply
cement.
* You will need a sharp knife, a screwd-
river, a pair of tweezers and a file.

1 This mark shows the calour. This

" part should be painted.
- This mark shows the colour. This
: part should be painted.
* Vor beginn die Bauanleitung studieren.
Die Teile nach Bauabschnitten zusam-
menbauen, Teile nicht vom Spritzling
brechen - abschneiden oder abzwicken,
vor Kleben zusammenhalten-auf Pas-
sung achten.
* Micht zuviel Klebstoff verwenden.
Kleine Teile mit Pinzette halten.
* Abziehbilder vorsichtig im Wasser
abschieben, auf richtigen Sitz achten
und gut trocknen.

<= Fixing of Wheels =
<+ Radeinbau>s

Fit Drive Wheels and Road Wheels B in
place without using cement. Cement
other parts as shown in the figure. Fix
Number Plate B38 as shown in the figure
after the slide mark has been applied to
it. Slide marks should be applied after
their margin has been cut off with sci-
ssors, etc.
Alle Rider werden nur aufgesteckt.
Radaufhangung einkleben. Auf Schild
B38 erst Abziehbild anbringen und
dann einkleben

== Wire Rope ==

= Drahtseiles =

Wheel
o Rﬁders =z FApad Wheel A=
Make 4 sets

== Drive Sprocket ==
Make 2 sets

< Kettentribrad =
2 Rate

<#laufrad A
4 Satz

A3— i
Poly Cap 2 ‘\, o
(Do not cemeant; Matt Black
(Nicht kleben) I
4 Al
«FRoad Wheel B
__Eﬂsake 2 sati_ Make 4 sats
R Spannrac e <w:Laufrad B
2 Satz P

4 2alZ

Foly Cap 2 s
(Do not cemeant]

——n] INicht klebem
{DoAnc;]t4cement]

(Nicht kleben)
—AIlD
Matt Black
Suspension B10
Radaufhangung B3
Bi13 ' -
Coll Spring
Spiralieder

Coil Bpring B13
Spiralicder

Fixing of Wheels
Radeinbau

.

Matt Black

|
idler Wheel  Rpad Whae! B
Spannrad Lauiracd B

FRoad Wheel A
o Laufrad A

' "i ——A7
S
‘ Af Lower Hull

Aj (Do not cement)
T [Nicht kleben;

< Coil Spring ==
Make 4 sats
<= Spiralfeder =

Coil Spring
Spiralieder

B3

Red Brown

Ab

Panzer Wanne |~

B14

B4
Cail Spring
Spiralteder

-C51

Road Wheal B
Lauirad

Drive Sprocket
Kettentribrad

AB
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= Tragrolle =

A7 A6
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o = Upper Hull Parts A==

r.s:chkautbauten A Upper Hull Parts A g ‘

<% _Track.--*._'-f Deckaufbauten A B29 -
<= Ketten o

* Glue upper hull to lower
* Klebe Ober—und Lnterteil c49

Upper Hull

Upper Hull
Pangser Wanne

% Be careful not to bum.
% Achtung, nicht verbrennen!

Lower Hull
Panzer Obericil

% Nate the direction
Ketten
* Aul die Richtung achten

If track breaks, strengthen with staples or

thread. ' v P Upper Hull Parts B

Bei Kettenbruch mit Heftklammern oder Deckaufbauten B c34 B 30 (Do not cement but just insert)
Draht flicken. fRed Brown | ‘ iNicht kleben -nur einstecken)

Cc135

e <=Upper Hull Parts B

< Dekaufbauten B =

Fix B32in either open or closed position.
B32—offen oder geschlossen einbauen

Barrel C30

Kanonenrohr

C25 C|32

czy
<« Fixing of C27 =
< C27 einbaven ==

ey Vo | . =
| 1 Barrel
C 2? Kanonenrohr




e < Gun A= |

< Kanone A= Mount

Barrel and Recuperator: Do not cement Lafette

Kanonenrohr und Vorholer: Nicht

kleben < Aecuperator -
~=:Vorholer== 8 C 1

c13 <=Mount (Right}
= Latette (Rechts) ==

cl2

= F]gurg e
<= Mannchenbau =
<z Gunner

<= Kanonier >
Lens: Gloss White

Red Brown — 3L 7
Z#—— Matt Flesh
Matt Wnite . /’f i
=0 )

w:ﬂ —Cl16 c2

[S——c15 cs c?

c3 )
< "R row! 1
f od Brown PR c2 c28
Red Brown 1 ci Kanone A
Khaki Recuperator: Do not cement

Vorholer: Nicht kisben

— Butt Mount (Rignt)
Larctte (Rechis

Matt Brown
Yy Barrel
<= Loader = Kanonenrohr

Do not cement g

Nicht klehen

Red Brown

Khnaki

—C 1
—C22
Muffier
;-_*-: Brown Al.ﬁpuﬁ
=leit>=
= hinks = Right =

Rechis=
Metalhic Grey

-=Shell =

< Geschoss = W |

B21 B25
Select sitner C45 or C46

|
Entweder fur C45 oder C46 Gun B B21 B24
Kanone B

Gun: Do nat cemeant

B19

B42 B4l

Muffler iLefty
Auspuft (Links:

B28
B26—
B28—

Muftler (Right)
Auspull {Rechts)

™,

c39
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== Completion
=-Endmontage =
<= Shield
= §child =

c37

=" Do not cement
Nicht kleben

Completion

Endmontage * Parts C4d are accessory parts

¥ Teile C34 sind Zubehor

c4l C4 c#42

Sheid
Schild

Metallic Grey
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Helve: Red Brown
Grift;
C26 C53
Unnecessary part: A13 Unnecessary part: B 1.2.416.31.33

Unnotig feil Unnotig Tl

®
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RECUCREOLONN 51 -3

® -

Parts C44 are accessory parts
Teile T44 sind Zubehor

<= Poly Cap =

el
OCFO
O¢ -0
Q¢ 20
Oibo

2 2

Part 1 15 unnecCessary part
Teil 1551 unnotig




<= Painting of the Type 1 Ho-ni===

Type 1 Ho-Ni Type 1 self-propelled
75mm gun tanks, which were introduced
during the latter stages of WWII, were
usually painted in a unigue 3-tone cloud
camouflage pattern. The open top crew
compartment interior was painted in a
Khaki (Earth) color, which is believed to
be also the base hull color. The cloud
camouflage of Dark Green and Red
Brown was then applied over it in
patterns which matched local battlefield
environments. This camouflage pattern
usually also extended to the wheels as
well, but some vehicles may have been
painted in overall Khaki.

<:Bemalung des Type 1 Ho-ni:
Japanische 75mm Selbsftahrlatette hatten
einheitliche Tarnung: dark green, earth
und Dark Red Brown wurde dann auf-
gemalt,

=+ Colour to be used ==
Matt Black

Matt Brown
Metallic Grey
Dark Green

Red Brown
Chrame Silver
Buff

Khakj

Gold

Red Brown

Matt Flesh

Dark Red Brown

<=2 Applying Decals =
=2z Abziehbilder ==

When applying Decal, refer to the figure
on the right for this.

Beachten Sie heim hauen das Bild

TN

<#Painting and Marking of 75mm Gun Tank Type 1 Ho-ni=

Venicle of Field Artillery Schoal

Dark Red
Brown

/\ Earth
N

Dark Green

Vehicle of the 2nd Company, 2nd Artillery Re-
giment, 2nd Tank Division

Cb Camaoullage Painting used three colours
Number Flate

Nummernschild

*323l)

Vehicle of 4t Platoon, 14th Tank Regiment, Wehiche of the 4th Army Technical Labaratory

Q Camouflage Painting used three colours QCamouflage Painting used thres colours

Mumber Plate
Nummernschile

%2308
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