
@r ,.9)t

The frst prodLclon Challe.gers urere

delrveed io ihe B tsh Amy earLy lf rS83

They were buih by lhe Foyal Ordnance Fa..
1ö./ al Leeds. in Wesl Yorksh re, Ens afd a.d
th-a Challenger s the laiest n a lonq ne oi
iamous battLelanks produced in Leeds wh ch
include the Chieitaln, Centunon and

The Chleitaln was deslgned by the Flqhl ng

V-"hi.les Fesearch and Development Eslab
Lshment (laterknown as the M tarrvehtcles
and Enqineering Estab shmeit) ate n ihe
19505 and enle€dseryice in 1S67. Morethan
800 Ch eila ns were buli lorthe British Army

both at Leeds andiheVlckeß fa.iory o.aled
nearElsw ck, EnQland Havino completed plo
dlction 1or Britain, the laclories we€ kept

busy with orne6 lom owßeas qover.me.ts

ran aon. ordernq over 2 0110 dllerenl
rarianliand Kuira I ordern! r€ S n.e ts n.

trodu.lon .1967lheChefta i has been kepi

u."rodaleandcontnüa !mod lenlo rema n

an .ffe.l!e ueapo.s sislem
Prol€.t FV4030ichleita ns lor ranlca led lor
l.3tD lV B T s trh .h uree mpr.,ren Ch eflalns.

Tlre ran ans had a r,aady been de vered 187

Fv,l030rl ,hen the Ner Relo utonary Go

lernment cance ed al ord-aß n Febrlary
1979 FV4030/2. .a ed the Sh r ran I I lras
we advanc.d and over 100 ollhese l,l B T's
üe€io bede vered tclran n 1980 Them!.h
impbved spec I caUons nc udedfeü€ng nes

a.d geär bores and mlch orealer periorm.

renanred The Khalrd'l Jordan rece ved 278

KhaLLds wlh dellveaes begi.nln! in 1980

The oagina lra.ia. oder was to be n three
phases and dlnng 1977 sewn potolypesol
the FV4030/3 were prod!.ed Thls varia.t
'The Shklran l1: used Chobham armour and

hadacompleley redes gned hu andluiret
and sincemuch ol the researclr and derelot
ment pu§ loollnq had been paid for by the
iate shah of lEn t semed oruden1 to lse th s

as a bass lorludher derelopme.t öf a Felv

l,4.gT ior the Erilish Amry düi.g the 19805

Orgina ly. the sL.cessor to the Chlefta n for
rhe Brillsh Amy rvas 1o be developed jolnrly

vJith the govemmenl ol W€sl Gemany, and

was k.own as ihe F.M.BT. (Future Main Bal

BsaLse oilhe high expense nwkn and the

diffein! tank philosophles behveen the two
.ounlres the plan was abandoned and €p ac

ed by lhe nalional M.8.1.80 poqram. wh .h n

tur. because of expe.se was lern naled n

1981. rn July 1980 the Briush M nister 1or

Defe.ce starec in ihe Holse ol commons rt
ls now clearthat the M 8:1.80 canfor be avail
able ünllltheeany €9Oq and noderlomeet
the threar a mu.h eaner enhancemenl ol
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an.e V/hen tlre orderwas.an.eled
the lanks üe€ modiied and so d

,1 1.lheJo.da. an goler.menl a.d
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&i1slr Amy amöured.apab (es s.equ ed
have.ihereloe de. ded to brrg nlosetuce

b! lhe md 1S80s a nelr lank kiorn as

Cha enlerl' Ths !!as the FV,1030r,1, a

mod lied laia.t of the sh r ra. ül and the

Bitsh!.!emmentordered240.TheGeneral
Stafi Fequ remant tör the Cha en,oer stated

thal lhe M BT. sho! d have ncreas.d ag ty
avalab t! at an eary dale and cömpäl b
t! !!lh the Euopea. ra l!!ay system. The

cha e.!erhasahu a.d turietoichobham
armourand t is be eved 10 have the h qhest

deoree.i protecl on of a.y lank n the iJord

For al leasl lhree yea6 before the M n sterlor
Defence made rr s anncün.emenl aboutlhe
Clrallefger,lhe NA]O potreß had be.n m!.h
co..erned abolt the ncreas ng soph stca
ton oi the T72 3nd T64 lanks lrren appear ng

n greatn!mbers n mosr !!arsa!r pacl coln
tres n tia y t tras thoL qh1 that rh. Clr efla n

and the r.reus qua laivesuperorly.ould,
i. sple oi small nlmbers oler.om-a th s

tlrreat hoüever, t v€s soon real zed thai these

T64rx21aiksüilh the nei 125mm h !h!eo
c ty I n §labiLzed ammün t on preseiten avery

dangerols potenta The USA haa the l,4l

Abrams lve on the lray a.d the West Ger
mans had the Leopard tr sö for many reasons,

notlust cos1. t was decided io qo ahead !r th

The Cha enger M BT is one ot the mosl äd.

vanced a.moured fqhtng vehces in the

wor d today Modern te.hno og! has e.ab ed

outslanding ..proveme.ts n f repo,ler. pro

tecron and mot, ry. meetng the töuqh

d€nalds oi todayS balte.ond l ons t ltas
a oqica deve opment ct the Ch efta n f,/.BT

and enbodes slbstanta advances n a
areasollankdes-on.Il s powered bra Ro s.

Bolce CVl2 dese e.qnei produ.in§

r200BHP üh.h s colped 10 an altomalic

hydroslal c lransm ssoi lo jom an ntegGl
power pack of rr gh perfomance.

Theex.eplionaLyac.uraleLll l20mm ried
gu. logelherr th laserranle find n! and twd
ax s qun stab zaliöi pro! des day or I ght

s-ohtnq and the uJde range of separä1e

.harge ammunlton rende6 it.apable oi
defealing any tank n seriice lodal The h qhly

advanced j re .on1ro syslem prcvldes the

lrighest jißt round h t probab ly !.derthe
ir dest range ol battle.ond tons The Cha.
enqers incorporallon of chobha.n amour
pro!des trlh an erceptona ly higlr eve of
protect on aganst a lorms of anttank
v€apons. n add 1ro., part cu aralteni on has

bee. padlo mpßv nghu proteclion aga nsl

m ne allacks Crei .ons s1s of a com ma.der

drver oaderand qunnel A cupola mounted

762 caiib€ L37A2 mach ne gun and a coa:
a 7 62 calibre TKLBA2 mach.e gun prc!de

seco.dary armamenl t a so has 1!ro c lsteß
ot 5 smoke discharqeß provd.g rBm MLS

l\riing: l!31nL .len nrr 6t.i ( : :r!,.rs rl
,jr i, tj.lre innpr Ep .i. i \\ r rr._: r:; nn

ii( r eni r! a.nn,r.n! Lnr i.a_. .r.\rur
.l.i dEse l.n,!r r. .l.a i,: ir: : an.ir.nr.l
Fi..r x l!.,1\ t\rn\ilih e F1:.r.llr.r!L_
:t :Der{,h.iirnrrrdrrePr n :,.rlrl
rEr!.p.ri!nrltrlril96i n rP1. :--. '. nnlr
trsdlrr!.nlrrutrl.i r L+.. rn:l:" i!,\.tEri
',+rlpn r E l.L, tir.n.l;.i,,-1\:. iuniil
lnq a1,\.i! L:.iei \m+rult:!i: I rieiiu!
lin.i !.h. Re! e,!i!--r m,t I (i._ i':. r.: be+
k.rir kn&{e tei.nlü,1\:-r. e{hr
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l73 ia.llr., ,l Drr!ßr,ri,nq , ip tr.,n6.h" \r
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*sludy the instrucriois a.d pholo.
9raphs b€lore comn6nc n9 assehbry
*You w I need a sharp knilä, B scr€w
d ver a lie and a oan ol pließ
rUs€ cement sparin!y Llse only
enou§h io make a good bond.
rApply cerenl ro bolh pans lo be jo'n

1d-",-*d.,-hkr"-.,
A.rylic Paints md Täniya Pa' Mafüs
Ibge 12 has detailed painlin! ,NlMIims:
hoqeq se pärls sh@rd b. painled
pro. to mod€ls complelo.. aM lhe re
called @t dunnq as6mbry

und nei Nummern na.f d'e lr.ne . ru

i8iur.le ,trhi vom \D Lr'ne ib
l),..hen, voßrhr s ab{hn. dcn qle, rb

reiiuen S r a.hron N,hr zrv.
( €b(orl v.rwei,lfll

r^L/€hlr dcr vo((h1( vo, d., !ft..
aße m wan{ )lx.h.bcn ru , (h.tsen
Ji/ dhlciund eu' rdlfri lr$en

t Ptil:;:*-":i'"i#,1i'T,:li

NUT & SCREW SHOWI{ FULL SIZE
S'HRAUBE UND MUIIIT IN

$"."_ ", o.,

oo rcr bßak pans 6way f@m sptue.
bur r€@@ lh€m.aElorry wilh aculling
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ASSEMALY OF TOWER HULL I
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f Do d."m* ,,he' u r

LrF LirnJle n.hr rn l, b.n

*.

o ilit['i^","% Itrf, Iä]'.+,,,
Belerbeow for malkn! or pan€ Do lrris

ATTACHING ROAD WHEELS

ASSE]I'BLY OF GUN TPAVEL LOCI( STAY

879

895

852

889

ASSEMBLY OF BEAH PANEL 1

a t5 Bl03
Bl02

856

a25tcri Mda

M3ke sure thal every 0hee

lenes Rail mu$ aur dan, B.den

!

I

890
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891 B 100885

CD1 out lEnsparenl parl as shouf

ATTACH'NG INSIDE PARTS OF UPPEF HI]LL

850 868

886

b

ii!!

a27
.3,?1"?,:r,.

-a3r

@
t

AITACH]NG BEAB PANEI

\

B49

6

Be caretll no1 to \os," small

(le ne Teis ,i.htve6!h ampei

** ',.',,'.,)
tlias Pru!. unJ t§.he Luit n den
Rtrr m i$en, s.had.t n.h6



ATIACHING LEFT SIDE PARTS OF UPPEB HULL 834 A29

899

(a

ar3r!ar4

,ATTACH NG RIGHT SIOE PARTS

ATTACHING HEAD LIGHTS

B3e 
,1

a re il{r,'
Fasdt F) 42

426

\N
.....-ial

"" t\_

838

erdl

ATTACHING RIGHT S]DE PABTS OF

It429 A t4 Al3B3Z

?859

tI
ATTACHING FRONT PABTS

a2l

842

854



B16

A§§EI\IBLY OF LOWER TUEFET
IIJ§AMMENBA! TURMUNIIRIIIL

rr," ..n q* , *,r.0 b,y )
s.retr 3 nul Tshr€n I rm I
Da5 r.inoinlin'ln i ,d nr t i

862 a

863tt
€o!}c4ü§rficcIH&a

I

?

s.hnub" ui,l Murkr ßcs.hcn

a6a ixlo

NUT A SCFEW SHOV'N FULL SIZE

Allsch 898 änd Transparcnl Paft A bytuh

I n[a l})lr ufd LinrD]red ]a, a be unec

+--------1 ., f^ .,!F- \Y,

@
825

c2

(
i

898
a

ATTACHING UPPEA TURRET
Z!iAMMTNBAU DTS OBTRTN TUTMTEITT§

Bl2

880-

PAINTLNG & lvlABK NG OF 873
N!1ALI]NC UND MARK LRI]NC !T)N 87]

t

832

Nore a4s nö! @€re 872

ATTACHING IIARET SIDE PAl,lEt§

rEßpffir k a E|98

a .r*. i, i id.
c61 3rß (xzn

831 B t4

a @,4

a
-t 873

T XtY @tOßC T LOGUE
Ir r.r.sr i^ c4 b.aß, bkq dn shild
Mordi?ed r.dio Mt,Drred afl, mlloh
quariy m.d.l3 @.lr shorn in turrcdd in
rdiya'sl:16ldld.gc^r'drMl

a
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Cul mesh as shorvn bel.,, Nole üesrr

When maknq the oaders hat.h operab e,
spll 866 as shown beour

so L dann 866 n der l,1itu dutrhrhneden

823
,§SEMBLY OF CA]MOUFLAGE NET BIN

B l0

830

ffi
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t. ."
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ATTACHING UPPER LEFI SIDE PARIS OF TURFET
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AI'IICTIINC RIGHIgDE PARIS OF TUNf,ET
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A8
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855 865
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B7t

ATTACHING UPPEB HULL

Bt8 867
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S 1ab.ul3rm as srr.(r be..r anc

THE LiÄTCH NG CF iEH:CLE S:ai.L
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34 KÄ07

i4 14al0l

341(A95

86012,^
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D dcurrlrer §o .re
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PAINTING

PAlNTING THE CHALLENGER
nom lhe la.lörY lrre

chalenqer s n bäsic ov.ra nait oiYe
sreei wrei rcquired 1or marmum co.
.earmenl rhe lenk maylre camouflaged
\rth bbck coverne alrour ri3.l ih. iank
and the remaining 23 ir sreen as lhere is
nosel palrerniorcamoui aqod flerenl pal
lerns{ beseen Durn! urinier a sp olchy
overa lrhle triash s som.llmes adopled
1o b end with lhe sno[ Fgure an.l dela
p2 nt nq is ca lld oul durinq conslru.iön

\1, rirr I r tr C.rafnLerg., .. E, nrd.i

i qrii, h.m r !.d.n Ir g'lri le E !.hrb D

a.r n,l,- :nfH, .! L! ( rr m.h adiirde!
lirn.re t a trp.rerdarsciiihfr rsud,ur

fOtCTNDT FARBTN WTRDTN BTNöIICI

PAINTING ANO IVAFKING OF CHALLENGER

THE 8NINSH ARMY OF THE RHINE IN W, GERMANY

l-\a

4\

i,iti

FrrmrE ErgEtr EzlIiGGB

U,K, MAJNLAND DIVIS]ON

;iE!

11) Remove a dusl dn and adhesve
smeaß wilh auel c olh before app y-

(2) The deca to be applied shou d b€
removed beforehand lrom the neca
sheel cut oll trans ucenl flm aloiq

13) Dpthedecal i lep d waler lor aboul
r0 seconds and rhen remove il onro a
clean cloih. Be carelulofover mmer
son lo avoid oss of deca s adlre

14) Hod lhe backing sheet 6dg6 and
s ide the de.al on10 rhe mode

15) W€1the decal wltr a lilte wa1€r on
your rrtrqer so thal il can be moved
moß €as ly nlo pos to.

(6) Press the deca down qenry wirh a
clean s.ll clolh to remove a r bub
bes and unr all e!.ess waler has
beetr lu y absorbed When a deca
has lo be app ed lo asu acewrr ch
is un€ven or curu€d, press lho deca
doün w rh a hol towel so lhal the
de.a wil ll lhe contouß pe eciy.
cul off lhe eress lransparcnl por
lion aroun'r each deca The deca
musl rhen not be lou.rred unt dry

ffi m
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