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Desiqn of the M48 series ol medium
ränks .ommenced in october 1950,
wth the chrysler corporal on com
m ss oned lo do the desi§n work and
provide sx proiotypes. Due lo lhe
Korean war, produclion ol the tM48
was aolhorized priorlo lhecomplel on
of any prolotype or testing. Ford and
Genera Motors were awarded produc.
tioo contracls, in add tion to chrysler,
and the firsl M48 was delivered in ear
ly 1953. Numerous lechnrcal problems
wirh the new tank delayed its depoy
menl n signil cantnumbersLnti 1958.
There are numerous variatrons and
mod licalions ol lhe [,148 n ex]stence
all over the world loday, and lhis kil
depicts an M48A3 Patton as it ap
peared during the Viet Nam conllicl
when empoyed by the U.S. Forces.
Uslnq a casl elllptica hul which häs
h gh structural rigidity and exce lenl
ba listic prolecl on,lhis 47.5lon lank
has proven ils wodh in the iield of
combat against like opposiron. The
maior mprovemenl ol the M48 over
the M47 wasthe superlor§hape of the
''Turiiebäck" casl sleel luret. which
prov ded a greater inlernal vo üme and
much beller balisiic proteclon. Armed
with a 90mm M41 gun and one 7.62
coax al machine oon and a 12.7 ma.
chine !un in lhe commanders cupo a,
and powered by a conr nental v12
AV.1790 petrol enline oi 465 hp, thrs
llne tank has a lop road speed ot 48
km/h. ll is crewed by a commander,
Gunner, Radio operatorloader and a
drive. Th.,a MlA series ol mediumtanks
s or has been used by a9rear numbe.
ol nations around the wond. and is ex-

pecled lo rema n a iirsr Iine battletank
lor many years lo come.
The 43 seriesotthe M.48 was the fnst
lo inlroduce the new AVDS 1970'2 die-
sel engine, which was a malor m.
provemenl, and s nce 1s ntroduclion
many of the ear ier Patlons have also
been relrolilled w(h il. When used n
Viel Nam, secondary a.rnamenl was
olten boosted by adding a .50 cal bre
machine gun above the cupolaia 7.62
mm mach ne gun in lronl ol lhe oad
,,ars hatch and anolher 7.62mm MG n
the manilet in iieu of lhe telescopic
sighl. Eary in ils producl on the M.48
was iilled wilh a snorkeling kil which
enab es il to lork warer obstacles up
to 4.1 meters i. depih The M.4843
uses a coincidence rype range Iinder
forsighling ils main 90mm gun Bange
dalafrom lh s sighl isfed inloa ballis
tic compuier tor very accurate and
speedy larget acquisil on. Maximum
road speed of the lv-4443 was 4akm/h.
Maximum range was ,1ti0 km, and lhe
maximurn roäd gradient was 60%. The
A3 caftied 62 rounds ol90mm ammu'
n tion, and uP 10 5900 rounds lor lhe
7.62 MG's.IheA'3 mode can be seen
with eilher 3 or 5 wheel tra.k boqles,
and the malorily used in viel Nam had
tve boqies, due lo lhe junqle type ol
letrain encountered. Tank crew mem
bers ollen bu ll upthe sidesofthetur-
rel wilh extra padding and equipmenl
Ior additional protect on from hosiie
iire- a !real many ol lhe exisling lv-48
lanks around lhe word are now being
up qraded lo M.60 standards wilh ihe
addition ol lhe 105 mm oun in place of

lm Oktober r9s0 wurde die chryner cor
poration b.auftras! Entwürf€ fü' die Ma3
5.ne Lnd sechs Prototypen h.r7u\hllen
DLrch den Kor€a Krq erhiten au$et
Chrysld Ford und C.neral Mötoß Prc
duknonsauiträce Lnd der .ßte ßa kon
nte enrangs 1951 ausgeirciert werden
ve^chi€den. tochnis.h. Prob.m. m't
d€m neLen Tank verzfuerten de tler
(elune Erösserer MenEen bi51958
ts siht v.ß.hrcdefe Abart.n Lnd v.rbes
serun8en des M,A heut€ aul der ganz€n

Dieser K't z.istden M43A:l "Patton," wre
er rn vetnam einceserzr wurde
Die eeeo$ene Wann. hat .n. sttuk
turelle stanheit und Härte mt heNor
ransendem Schutz CeeenÜber sle.h-
starken Cesnern zeiSt dieser 47,5 to
s.hwere Panzer seLnen Wert
oie Hauprverb!§.runs d.s M,l3 Seaen
über dem M47 st au.h der geAo$ene
Turm als §tahlmrt seinem erosen lnnen
raum und Schutzverfröcen c€sen foind.

oie B€wallnune b.st.hl aus e ner 90 mm
M41 Kanone, enem koaxalen 762 MC
und ernem 12,/ MC ali der Komnran

Dd Antneb erlolBt durch eifen Cont nen
ta vl2 Avl/ql Moror mil365 PS de
Ce5.hw'ndisket aui der srrase ie3t bei
43 kmlstd Dre Crs bestehl aus 4 Mann
Kommandant, schütze, Fahrer und

Der M43 itt bei velen Nanonen auf der
wet m Oienn und wnd der Kampl-
panz.r- n vodeßter Life-lÜr viele
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*Study lhe inslruclrcns and pholo-
qEphs bdo€ @mmscina efrbry
tYou wirl ned a shaa knile, a par o,
twezss, a pa[ ol side cutleß and an
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,Bautele ni.hr vom SpiulinB abb,e.he.,
voßi.hti.ß abs.hEden ods .bzw.k€n,
Ieil. tu Klehd ?usfrheDFrrlb aur &naud
siu a.hten Nichr zuviel klebnoll ver
w€nden X eine leLl€ hältfranh* Pnzere

*Abzi.hbilder vo6i.hti3 von der Unt€nase
m waser abs.hr€ben, auf i.hliBen sit
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Cü rranspaßnl glßs as shown b6low.
rr.nspa€nr Teile,ie ansez€b€n schmid€n.
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Fir.llY, make hand hold holes s shen
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Apply cenenl to st ng tosimulale
Mir e ai Kleb*ilf auf der schnu,
diee si€ ein §eil au«eh.n
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Slandad @ our ol M4a is olive drab all
over Your model wi L. howewr, have
g.€ater ßalism il you give itlheappoar
ance ol ai orio naltank, r.e.: mudsolash
€d parts, set dirtied oxhäustp pes, baG
non surla@s where painl has beei
scralched and kn@ked. rn addilion, you
can aEoadd "Sh.ft Moulh" reloring lo

Der Panzer M.{3 sl olive dEb bemak Mii
tu$ses.h*äztem  urpull und esas ver
dre.kten Te l€nlnkr das Mo<lel eLndtu.ks
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