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Although the tank played an smpartant role in
World War |, the mechamisation of armies was
neglectad afterwards, especially in the Victorious
countries such as England and France. A faw pro-
gressive theories on mechanisation were publish-
ed, notably by Col. J.F.C. Fuller of England, but
they were ignored because of the economic state
of most countries after the war. resulting in the
reduction of armaments. and also the world eco-
nemic depression of 1928-31. 1t must also be s=id
that the old-Tashioned but influential view af the
military authorities at that tme was that the tank
was only useful as a support for infantry.

However, the Germans sagerly mechanised their
army. They reahsed the effectiveness of enemy
tanks during the war and they put all their efforts
to the development and tactical study of the tank.
Linder Hitler, the German army mads the most of
tank power. At the beginning of World War |l
German mechanised troops quickly overran the
the French army, and shocked the Brifish by
their speed and mobility, Al that time the U.S,
Army was even more backward in mechanisation
than the British and French, But because of
Germany's initial success. the Americans com-
menced mechanisation in 1940 and soon after
they had completely reorgamised theirr army so
t in mobility it compared favourably with the
Germans. and the M8 Howitzer was a product of
this mechamisation. At the beginning of 1842 Lt
General Adna Chafiee. commander of the armour-
ed forces of the U.S. Army. regquested an armour-
ea fighting vehicle which could suppart tanks and
armoured reconnaissance troops. An order was
placed for twe experimantal vehicles with General
Matars. The model was an M3 half track equip-
ped with a 75mm howitzer M1A1. but i1s dis-
advantages were its weak armour and unsatis-
factory cross-country maobility. An order was
therefdre placed with the Cadillac department of
General Motors for an experimeantal armoured
self-propelled nowitzer with a fulltrack. A T17
75mm s.p howitzer with & M3 light tank body, and
a T17E1 5.p. howitzer with a M5AT hight tank body
were tried, bul both vehicles proved 1o be de-
fective in the turret. So the 75mm hawitzer was

mounted on an open-top traversing turret used in
the T47 105mm s.p. howitzer being developed art
the same time, This vehicle was accepted and de-
signated M8 Howitzer 5.P, Gun. Production start-
ed in September 1942, The main armamsant was a
M2 or M3 75mm howitzer. The muzzle velocity was
303-381 msac; maximum range 8400 - 8800 m
rate of fire 8 rounds (first 30 sec.), 24 rounds
(first 4 mins.); ammunition carried 46 rounds. The
secondary armament was a Browning 12.7mm
machine gun with a maximum range of 6800m
and a rate of fire of 450-555 rounds per minute.
The two Cadillac model 42 series. d-cycle V B-
cylinder water-cooled gascline engines sach pra-
duced 110 hp, and had two hydromatic transmis-
sions with fluid clutches giving four farward
speads and one reverse. The double reduction
transfer gearbox gave a maximum speed of about
64 km.h, with & combat weight of about 15.7 tons.
The running gear was the same as for the M3
light tank, The body armour was 13-64mm thick
and the turret armour was about 38mm at the front
and about 25mm at the sides and rear and gave
protection against small arms. Production of the
M8 Howitzer continued until January 1944 and
reached 1778 units in total.

- * *
Panceriahrzeupe spielten im ersten Weltkrieg
cine grosse Rolle. Trotedem wurde, hauptsach-
lich o Tnglaned und Frankreich, nach  kriegs-
ende die Weiterentwicklung dieser Fahrzeuge vin-
gestellt.

Venige progressive Theorien Ober dig Mechani-
serung der Armeen wurden zwar veridllentlicht,
wureen jedach nicht beachiel, da auch die Sieger-
machte wirtscharthiche  Schwierigheiten hatlen
di ja dann mit der Weltwirlschatiskrise 1929 hbis
1431 endeten.

Es herrschte aber auch noch die slihergebrachte
eintlussreiche - Ansichl der hohen Militars,
Panzer sind nur rur Lnterstitzung der Infanterie
einzusetzen,

e Deutschen betrieben jedoch eiing die Mechani-
sicrung shror Armee. Sie erkannten dic Wirkung
der feindlichen Panzer im hriege und setzten die
[ntwicklung mit grosser Anstrengung fort. Sofort

bei Beginn des 20 Weltkrieges konnte Hitles daher
mit Blizkriegen seine Friolge crringen, die Britens

lichkeit ihrer Armeen weit curuck, begannen
jedoch 1940 solarl mit der kempletten Reorganisa-
nion threr Armee,

Ceneralleutnant Adna Chaffee, kom-
mandeur. der "anzerstreitkrarte, bestand aul der
Preduktion  eites  gepancerten Kampifahrreuges
cur LnterstUtzung der Panzer und Spahtruppen.
Awel Dxperimenticriahreeuge wurden ber General-
Motors bestellt, es war cin Halbketlentahrzoug M3
mil ginct 7amm Haubitze MIAT Nachteilig war die
sthwache Panzerung und die nichl genugende Be-
1im Gelande.

Gk - Cadillac baute nun emne
(Vollketten: mit ciner Haubitze,

Antang 1942

Selbsiiabrlatette

Aut =m M3 Light Tank Fahrgestell worde cine
TI7 Haubitee montiert, aui einem M341
die’ TI7EIl hanonen. Schwierigkeiten im Turm

traten jecock aut. dun wurde die 73mm kanone in
den oben oftenen Turm des T47 ¢ an-
genommen und  als Ms Howitzer 5P Gunoab
September 1942 produziert.
Die Hauptwalle war eine M2 ader M3 Fimm Hau-
bitze, Mindungsgeschwindigheil 305-381 mosek,
Schussweite 6400 - 5800 m, 46 Geschosse konn-
ten geladen werden.
Lic sweite Bewattnung war  eing
browvning, Rewhweite 6800m und 451
n der Minute.
WVH - Ayvlinder Motor min Wasserkihlung brachie
I PS, swel Hydromatic Gelriche mit Flissig-
keitskupplung. 4 Vorwarts- und 1 RUckwirtsgang,
Das sweiiach reduzicrte  Ubersetzungsgetniebe
konnte 64 km Std bei cinem  hamprgewicht van
13.7 lonnen erreichen,
e Wannenpanzerung war 13
Turm hatte 38mm vorne und
den Seilen.
Der ME Howier wurde bis lanuar 1944 gebaut
und totale Production waren 1778 Einheiten.

12.7mm MG
Schuss

m stark und der
mm hinten und an
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==l dler Wheal {right) ==
Construction of Wheels = Spannrad (rechts e
Zusammenbau der Rader

== Suspension s Make 4 sels
# Radauthangung = 4 Satz

_ Cut off
o Abschneden

* Be sure to read the following instruc-
tion carefully before starting assembly
work.

* You will need a sharp knife,’a scraw-
driver, a pair of tweezers, a file and a pair
of piiers.

+ Do not break parts away from sprue,
but cut off carefully with a pair of pliers.
* Use cement sparingly. Use only e- |
nough to make a good bond. Apply ce-
ment to both parts to be joined.

@ This mark shows the colour.

*Vorbeginn die Bauanleitung studieren.
Die Teile nach Bauabschnitten zusam- B10
menbauen. Teile nicht vom Spritzling | Matt Black Fix B10 last
brechen - abschneiden oder abzwicken, B0 zulelst einbauen
var Kleben zusammenhalten-auf Passung

achten. . i E |
* MNicht zuviel Klebstoff verwenden. Drive Sp_rocket F_lxmg otDrve .Shaﬂ
Kleine Teile mit Pinzette halten, Kettentriebrad Einbau der Antriebsachsen

A2 A2T -

* Abziehbilder vorsichtig im Wasser
abschiben, auf richtigen Sitz achten und :yl:kig sets
gut trocken. 242

@, Zeichen fiir Bemalung

Unnecessary Parts
AZ4, AZ2B. B1. B5. BE6.
B8, Bl14, B2

Lower Hull
A23 Panzer Oberteil

Fixing of Wheels
Radeinbau

Drive Sprockes {Apply cement)
Suspensian Rettentrehrad (Klebestellen
Radauthangung |

Lower Hull
Panser Obortol

ldler whesl fright)
Spanarad ireches)

DOrive Sprockel
(Apoly cement)
rettentrichrad
(hlebestellen:

Suspension

A20- : Radaurhangung
Matt Black | - B12 B2
| Suspansion Fix also to the other side.
| Radaufhingung A beiden Seiten

| |
Idier wihesal (leff) : - - "
5 2% % alsa ta the other side.
Spanarad links) B12 B2 Autheiden Seiten




Turret 1
Turm 1

Turret Inside : Olive Drab
Turm Innen

Richtobjektiv =# Turrel Ring s

<z Turm-Drehkranz =

C15 —

c3i

<dlaf
< links ==

c25
026 C23 Turret Ring

. - Turm-Drehkrans
Fix Turret Ring first
Frad Turm-Meeikrans
cinbauen

Loading Section
Geschutz / Turm

== Loading Section ==

== Geschutz / Turm =

Turrat (right]
Turret 2 Turm (rechts
Turm 2

Do not cament
out just insert.
Micht kleben -
UE SInEieCRen

——A30 Turret (l2ft)

Turm ilinks:

—— CO @, Metallic Grey

Grausar
ketrenglicd

~---=C8 @ Metallic Grey




< Turret 3= ——
<= Turm 3 = T -
< 127mm Machine Gun = Turm 3

= 12,7mm M, G, 5 12, 7mm Maching Gun

11 7mm MG
A3l

Do not cement.
Nt keben

Gun Metal 3
unves g8 ci2
L ¥ % —— (Closed Posstion)
' ™ (Geschlossen
m 2. C12
10pen Fasition)
oy , {rren:
i wFix C12 in either open

position or clesed posi-

1N

Cc42 wMuni. Deckel kann

‘ Gold olten oder geschlossen
G C43 eingebaut werden
< Kettenglied = Upper Hull 1 3
Parts C7, C8, Cg and C10, called Grous- Panzer Oberteil 1 AR Ggulsgr C1 A%
ers were attached to the tracks to facill- Kettunglivd '
::lu:, r::;i:gng;er soft ground such as Metallic Grey
Kettengliedstollen C7. CB, C9 und €10
werden bei Schlamm oder Schneeltis A.’3

aut die kelten gesteckt

(Closed Position|

1Gescnlossen
c24 ™
(Open Positon)
itiren

N

Upper Hull 2
Panzer Oberteil 2

Metallic Grey . A2 A5

Al3

A23- -
Al12

A10- — 3
Metallic Grey ‘
“«Tools=s

! Wetkzt.-ug RL

Upper Hull

*Fix 0240 either open
Position of closed Pos:-
tion

* Deckel C23 kann
onen oder geschlossen
eingehaut werden.

<=C24 : Open Posibion >
(24 - Ollenzes
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“Accessory Parts -

= Zubehor-Teile -

== Upper Hull Inside -
Aufbau-lnnenteile

Flatten with a heated screwdriver and
immediately after that, press pin heads.
Zapfenkoepf mit heissem Schrauben-
zieher verschmelzen.

If track broken, strengthen with staplers,
or thread.

Bei Kettenbursh mit Heitklammer oder
Draht tlicken,

®

igure =
annchenbau =

<= Completio
== Endmontage:

C40
Ohive Drab Matt Flesh
glrgg Dark Yellow
c39- -C38
— G222
Matt Black
Olive Drab —— G4

D

Accessory Parts
Zubehor-Teile

-

Metallic Grey g All

Red Brown g AB————

Metallic Grey MMA21 ——

Helve : Red Brown

Stiel
Al4

Upper Hull Inside
Aufbau-Innenteile

12

cit

®

| Turret : Fitin this position
land turn.

| Turm @ Turn in dieser
'RichTung emstecken und
Jdrenen,

| Upper Hull : Attach it from
|front. B
| Dbertall erst vorne
|rinslecken,

Track
ketten

Completion
Endmontage




PAINTING
o

APPLYING DECALS

Da die Farhen unter der englischen Be-
zeichnung zu erhalten sind, geben wir
nur die englischen Namen an. Keine Far-
ben auf Nitobasis verwenden !!! Wir
tbernehmen keine Hattung fur Schaden
die durch falsche Farbenwahl entstehen.
Nur Farben verwenden, die fur Polystyrol
Plastik geeignet sind.

<= Painting of MB Howitzer -~

U.5. Military Vehicles were generally
painted olive drab overall. When fresh
from the factory. vehicles of this type
were painted olive drab except the ma-
chine gun. tracks and lamps.

= Bemalung der M8 Howitzer -+

Die U.S. Militartahrzeuge wurden nach
Verlassen der Fabrik sofort mit OLIVE
DRAB bemalt. Maschinengewehre, Ket-
ten und Lampen blicben jedoch in der
Produktionstarbe.

=s:Colours to be used #»
= Bemalung

Matt Black
Matt Flasn
Khaki
Metallic Grey
Dark Yellow
Olive Drab
Red Brown
Gun Metal

BUILD A COLLECTION OF TAMIYA
1/35 SCALE TANK AND ARMORED
CAR MODELS

US JEEP WILLYS™ MB

1 cal (¥
= Marking-Example 1= Abzienbilder  Abzenbilder 3

* European Front

Gun Metal

Cnrome Silver Black Chrome Silver Matt Black

Cecal®)

Abighbilder 3 Meiamc Grey

" IFII‘ | Gl
l =]

287674 THO-27 e
3— 1k "-

Red Brawn

Decal & —
Al wehbilder 20

= Marking-Example 25 Khak
+ European Front

Apply decals shown ins:de
the figure

Abswhbilder sehe Bild
*Vehicles exhibited in
Aberdeen Tank Museum.
* Fahrzeug im Aberdeen
Museum

Don't use star decais. Aoply
decals specifiec as  For Aber-
deen’

Keine Sterne. sounder Ab-
crdecnzeichen anbringen,

Decal@ .
Absichbilder &)

For Aberdesn USARMY  pecait

tur Aberdeen Modell 4055?2 Abziehbilder (1

o=
/ 1
N
-Decal 5 e ——_
Abziehbilder Ll
= 54-85R

Decal US ARMY 2 =
Abgiehbilder 4051572 MCY-43 :o: i:‘nirﬁier“ Maodell

s
For Aberdeen MCV-49
Fur Aberdeen Modell

6




