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The military value of motor vehicles in desert terrain
had beenproved to some extent during World War [,
British Forces had used such vehicles as Rolls-
Royce Armoured cars and Ford Model T light trucks
with great success, One British staff officer who was
greatly influenced was Archibald Wavell, and when
he became one of the British Armys’ senior generzals
in the late 1830s he was receptive 1o ideas using
smazll motorised units. In October, 1835 Lieutenant
Fox Davies of the Durham Light Infantry wrote 1o
General Wavell and suggested using 'guerilla’ type
troops o aperate behind the enemy lines. Wavell
thought ‘'moter guerillas’ would be a good
in 1936 he had Fox Davies placed in command of a
Unit which was sent behind the ‘enemy lines - with
great success-inamilitary exercise. A Britishgroup
of explorers, led by R. A. Bagnold, made many ex-
peditions inte the desert in the late 1830s from
Egypt, studying the desert and its characteristics,
and perfected ways of navigating across the vast
desert wastes like s mariner at sea. In 1940 ltaly
declared war an Great Britain, and the ltalian forces
in Libya posed an immediate potential threat 1o the
British in Egypt. and tothe Suez Canal the ‘gateway’
to the East. General Wavell was the Britisn
Commander-in-Chief in Egypt at the time, and he
took R. A, Bagnold into the Army as an officer and
gave him the job of forming a motor patrol. The
LRDG was very much like a ‘private army'. formed to
meel the peculiar conditions of desert warfare,
Major Bagnold (as he then was) acquired suitable
venicles, and the Chevrolet 15 cwitruck used by the
Eayptian Army suited his needs. Thiswas a standard
‘platoon’ truck ona Canadian-built Chevrolet chas-
=zis, fitted with desert tyres and with an open body
big enough to hold the stores and eguipment
needed for long irips into the desert. For desert
operations with a very heavy load, they had extra
leaves inserfed into the springs, desert tyres, wire-
less, and a condenser fitted on the running board
and connacted to the radiator to conserve cooling
water. Doors and door pillars were remaved, extra
spars wheels fitted, and pintle mounts were added
for machine guns and antitank rifles. The load car-
ried might b2 up to two tons, consisting of food, fuel,
ammunition. water and explosives fer demalition

work. Sand-mats of canvas and steel sand channsls
were carried to assist vehicles through the many
shifting sands and dunes. A sun compass was usu-
ally carried on the dashboard - Bagnolds' invention
and theodolites and sextants were used to fix pasi-
tions. The Long Range Desert Groups' task for most
of the ime was - watching, waiting, plotting enemy
movements and reporting back by radio, Tr RDG
took delivery of new vehicles in May 1942, namely 30
cwt types with military general service stael bodies.
These were sturdier than the original type cfvehicle
and more capacious. Built by Chevrolet (Canada)
these were simply a desert service varsion of the
standard production Chevralet types.
Becausa the LRDG was made up of volunteers it
never really had regimental status. The men woare
whatever clothes were comiortable. Beards and
olner non-regulation military practices ware cam-
mon, adding much 1o the "piratical’ flavour and
swash-buckling image of the LRDG Force.
WVehicle Data
Chevrolet 30 cwt 4 = 2 General Service Lorry.
Wheelbase: 134 inches.
Met Weight: §.540 Ibs,
Engine: & cylinder petrol of 235.5 cu.in,

capacity. 50 BHP at 3,100 rpm.
Gears: 4 forward, 1 reverse,
Tyres: 10.50 =« 16 Runflat type.
Der militarische Einsatz von Kraftiahrzeugen in
der Wiste wurde bereits im 1, WAW erkannt.
Mit grossem Erfolg setzten die Briten Rolls-Rayee
und zuch Ford Model T als leichte Lastkraitwagen
mil Pangerung cin.
Sehr beeindruckt daven war der Stabsoffizier
Archibald Wavell und als er Ende der 30er Jahre
General wurde, war or fir die ldee empfanglich,
kleine motorisierte Einheiten, in Einsalz zu bringen.
Im Oklaber 1935 schrieh bereits der Leutnant Fox
Davies der Durham Light Infantry an den General
und schlug vor, Gue ampler hinter die Fronten
zu bringen.
Lt. Da bekam das erste Kommando und in
einer militarischen Ubung zeigte sich der grosse
Eriolg. Ende 1930 machle der bekannte Forscher
R.A. Bangold viele Expedeitionen in die Wustle
und entdeckte neue Wege der Navigation - ahn-

lich der, der Sseleute, 1940 erklarte italien den
Krieg gegen England mit einem schnellen Vor-
marsch aus Lybi en nach Agyplen, in Richtung
Suezkanal,
Oberbefehlshaber in Agypten war der General
Wavell. Bangold wurde als Offizier verpilichlet
und bekam den Aultrag, eine motorisierte Pat-
roullienabteilung aufzubauen - das L.R.D.G.
(Long Range Desert Groupt Dies . owar
ahnlich einer Privatarmee, spegicll fir den Ein-
Uste - hinter der Front. Major Ban-
gold verlangte ein Fahrzeug und der Chevrolet
15 cwt Truck der Armee entsprach seinen Var-
stellungen. Dieses in Kanada gebaule Fahrzoug
war ein Standard Truck, mit Wistenreifen und
offenem Laderaum, gross genug flr die bendtigle
Ausristung, For die schweren Lasten wurden
Zusatzblatter in die Ferderung eingebaul, Tunk
und Radiogeral, Zusalstanks fir Wasser auf den
[ritthrettern, Tdren entiernt und Ersalzreiten
angebracht, Drehzapten tir MG und Panzer-
bichsen, Sandmalten und Sandbleche. Die Ver-
pilegung, Munition, Wasser und Sprengmalerialien
etc. hatten ein Gewicht von Uber 2 Tannen.
Bangolds Erfindung - ein Sonnenkompass, Hoh-
cnwinkel-Me rat und Sextanten zur Standorl-
bestimmung waren sbenlalls in diesem Fahrzeug
eingebaul. Der Einsatz der LRDG v meistens

o

Anschlage auf feindliche Basen und M
der Berichte an das Armeekommando durch Funk.
kamen neue Fahrzeuge cum Einsalz,
. besser ausgestatiel und grossriumiger,
aut Grund der hisherigen Erfahrungen, unter
Verwendung der in Kanada gebauten Standard
Trucks, von Chevrolet,

[as LRDG hestand nur aus Freiwilligen und hatre
keinerler militirisches Aussehen. Die Manner
trugen Kleidung wie immer sie es f0r notwendig
betanden - also keine Unitormen - datdr aber
Barte wie Se \ber. Daten

Chevrolet 30 owt 4 % 2 General Service Lorry
Radstand 340 cm, Neltogewicht 2966 Kilo

Motor & Aylinder Benzin, 386 oo, 80 BHP bei 3100
rpm, 4 Varwarts- 1 Rickwartsgang,

Reifen 10,50 16 Runfiat.
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I_-.-_ READ BEFORE Fixi ‘s . Mzke sure the size ot
L ixing of Suspension _ edges of Leat Springs
t__.__ASSEMBLY' o Einbau der Radaufhingung :

J % ERST LESEN

7 - — DANN BAUEN.

C47 C46

t'i.ar_qe]
(Ciross)

4
’ 3?_‘_ S

* Study the instructions and photo-
graphs before commencing assembly.
* You will need a sharp knife, a pair of
pliers, a file, and a pair of tweezers,
This mark shows the colour this part
should be painted. See also page 6
+ Vor Beginn die Bauanleitung Studieren
und den Nummern nach die Elemente
zusammenbauen.
+ Kleine Teile halt man mit Pinzette fest.

‘Zeichen fir Bemalung.

Make 2 sets

~ 2 Salz
//f\“?\ v Cl4 Dl

D1
Tyre
Reiten

Do not cement.
C45, 02 und C16 sind drehbar, Nicht kleben.

* Apply cement to the designated area.

9 ront Axle s
<#Vorderrad Radachse= * Klebstofi nur im angegebenen Bereich auftragen.

026 aer ca7 are mc_:vable. Do _not cement. Front Axle
Teile €26 und C27 sind beweglich. Vorderrad Radachse

Jie-
Wicht kleben Front Wheel

Varderrad

Rotative _
Drehbar

Frant Wheael
Fixing of Axle Matderrad
Radachsen

Rear Whesl

Hinterrad
Insert
Einstecken

Front Axle
Vorderrad Radachse

Cc31

Matt Waite

Rear Whesl i
Hinterrad |
Insert .
Einstecken I




Bonnet
A39 Haube

AlG Bonnst

Haube

C29 C30
LT (errycan)
(kanister;

Cement
Klehen

Al

Kichen
A26
(Sun Compass)
A1 isonnenkompass)
(Canvas Window) Alb Al12 A20
(Segelntuchwindschutz) |

A28 cag

Butt

Cement
Kleben

Matt Black

Red Brown Al2
Ald
A25
t Top of Part A28 and C24 —A22
are painted Matt Black
A26 und €24 maltblack bemalen (Candanser)

== Cockpit>
=z Fahrersitz ==

= Construction of Figure =

Cockpit
Fahrersitz

Matt Black

Flesh

Matt Brown

A3

A4

Middle Stone

c1i A33
Machine Gun

———AIl3

b (Canvas Door)
QBU” {Segelintuchtur)

Matt Brown L\I\I /r_e

=

& Construction of Rear Deck 1
Bau des Fahrzeughecks 1

BY, B10 and Bl14 are inserted without
glue before fixing Radio.

* Erst B9, B10 und B14 einstecken,
dann Radio aufkleben,

§ Cement
Middle Kleben
Stone |

Do not cemant
Nichl Kleben
B14

Do not cement

Nicht Kleben

Do not cement
Nicht Kleben

@ |
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au des Fahrzeughecks 225

Radio (Open position)

Radio (Closed position)

<= Machine Gunzs
==:Maschinengewehre =

c6 C38 &y  C4

Cch
Do not cement
Nicht Kleben

Rear Pangl——
Heckplatte

Chassis ——

onstruction of Rear Deck 2=

Construction of Rear Deck 2
Bau des Fahrzeughecks 2

Gloss Red
B12
B13 % B8
Gloss Red Metallic Grey (area Tube)

A29

Fixing of Body
<2 Einbau der Aufbautenz

Lews M.G.

B15

Cemant
7 Kleben

B 1 Do not cement
(Sand Channel)
[sandmatlen)

Bonnet
Hatuibie

é;r;lent |
Kigto A24 AS35 A36

Baltery
{Batterie}
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< Fixing of Accessory Parts:#

0 “Zubehor

Fixing of Accessory Parts may be done
with reference to the photographs and
your additional material or your prefer-
ence.

Zubehér kann wie im Bild gezeigt ein-
gebaut werden

-=:Boys AT Rifle:s

c3

= Spare Wheel
“Ersatrad =

D1 Ci7

xzert Yellow
Wood Box == B

=z Kasten ==

C|34

Red Brown

Sea Blue

“Water Canteen

<z Schlafsack ==

C35

Desert Yellow
<= Receive
== Horer

Desert Yellow
Matt Black

<How to make Antennas
<Antennenbau®
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4\ﬁ-leat \\\:\\

Heat a length of sprue. When melted a
little, stop heating and pull to stretch it.
Hold for about 15 seconds to cool and

cut to proper length.
_.—'/_
- =

Ein Stiick wvom Spritzling Uber Kerze
gerade biegen. Dann in der Mitte im
Drehen erhitzen. Wenn Plastik schmilzt,
nicht weiter erhitzen und langsam ausein-
anderziehen.

Fixing of Muffler
Auspuif

Bl
B 5-

Cament _l

Klehen
6 i

Fixing of Accessory Parts
Zubehar

Lewis M.G. S
| Woed Box

D

Spare Wheel

Boys\AT Rifle
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Marine Sack

/\\ﬂ\/, -
Cement
Kiehen

Antenna Canvas Mat
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'

Condenser
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=« Painting the LRDG Command Car =
Most LRDG vehicles were normally
painted in Desert Yellow. In addition,
some vehicles were painted in a reddish
“Desert Pink" color to match the light
conditions during sunrise and sunset. A
few vehicles also featured a camouflage
pattern which consisted of Middlestone
(Dark Yellow + Flat White) and Light
Blue.

= Lackieranleitung =

In der Britischen Armee wird die ein-
heitliche Farbe fur Militarfahrzeuge
verwendet: dunkel grin. Zur Tarnung
werden mattschwarze und rotbraune
Flecken aufgetragen. Im Wiisteneinsatz
wird - pink - verwendet' da diese Farbe
Wesentlich besser als die Farbe - sand -
geeignet ist und bei Sonnen Aufgang und
Untergang ratlich wirkt, In der Wiste
wird auch zur Tarnung schieferblau auf
mittelsteingrau verwendet.

=+ Colour to be used:
== Farben =

Matt Black
Matt White
Light Blue
Khaki

Buff

Desert Yellow
Dark Yellow
Red Brown
Gun Metal
Middle Stone
Metallic Grey

= Markings for LRDG Command Car =
<= Markierung ==

Applying decals refer to the figure on the
right for this,

Abziehbild: Siehe Zeichnung

! Tamiya Acrylic Paints

: Need precise colour matching?
. Try the new Tamiya acrylic Zird
: paints, Engineered by modelers for model- *
. er's use. The final cover for the finest mod- :
. els. Insist on Tamiya for perfect results.  :

-*: : TAMIYA, INC.
3-TONDAWARA, SHIZLIOK £-CITY.IAPAN.

-zMarking of L.R.D.G. =
Pt

y
| {_ Desert Yellow
\/::}‘

14618825
o LAB18345

14618825
o 4618345

Matt White

<= Camouflage painting of L.R.D.G.=~

e == Tarnanstrich =
L_ Middis Sione

e

r ‘J:? Light Blue

=

Matt Black %
INSPECTED
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Gun Metal

Mait Black

Matl Brown
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Follow this instruction in place of the corresponding section in step € on P.2.
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