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one or re mosl famous andsuccessfu desnoyer c ass.
6s ever built was rhe u s Navy s F ercrie. crass rhal ap
pear€d du nOthoWord War2poiod.Atola olr75ss
rer srrips proved to be lhe a.geslnumberloradeslroyer
cass in Ihe U S Na!,y invenrory durn§ ie era They
wer€ comp elad intuo and a hally€ars,showina astun.
d.0 exadple oI wa'1me mass producton Deveop.
m€nroltho F Btcher 0 6s vessers began in mid odlöber
1939 when lhe U.S NaryCene6lBoardslalodlh€in.
ta charaöreiisrrcs rcqunehenrs for rher new desrroy.
eß The NaW n$dod arqor and moro vercalio, mu.
i purpöse destoyers, ro rep aDe t
son/Llermorstyposhps wh ch w6r6 lhe ,inal d€v6 op
fre ofth€ p.+war deslroyer des gn reslrcled bylhe

Aner sludy ol sele6ldesgn skelches guidelnos lor
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2050]on dsplac€menl vessels were approved, and a lion asohelpedlo@duceweighlconsd8hby, wlhoul
simp 6 llushie.ked hu was opred Erherrhan rhe high sacircinq strucrurarsrenqrh She used tuin tu.bines
loreca§le dosgn soon on the preceding U.S destroy- capabl€ oi yi€ding 30 000hp. developed by Geneal
eß. wilr lhe lundamenlal desisn seted, rhe inrialord Elect..,whicrr pDpened he.upto 35 knotsofmdimum
oß ol24 ships nöudinq lhe Fleichar, wore paced by speed.
mid 1940. By rh6 ond ol rho same y8ar amosl 100 Afler expe oncing nlensiv€ ban€s, rh6 F6t hor and
ships olih sclasswere on order T0 döpe wi i rh s hugd many ör her s§er ships suruived the war. Some we@
numb6r, a numbor of shipbulding laciili€s wora u1i- sd to olh6r natons, but mosl ol lhefr were kepl n
liad,suchasBalh ron Works, Bo§on NarryYard, Bel' reseaeaspanoramobizalonlorce.Aongwilhlheon.
hlohomsreercompany,andmöre Th6 0D445 Florchor, s€tofrh6 c.dwaa',some.rrhe
lhe leading ship for hor class, was lad down at the ant-subma.ine @dare deslroyeß €quipp€d wlh lho
Fadara Shipbuild nO in Kea.ny, N6wJeßey, duing th6 atest weapöns sydeds aid rehäned n seruice we
eary1941 andmmplerodon30thJun€,1942.withff nlo rhe 1s70s Th6 Florch o r h eßell w6 cönverled nro
oveß length of 376 reel s x ndies (ablul 1r5m),1his a deslroyer escorl lo r91€, and wd olentualy
ilush.decked destoyer had plenryof a room lor futuro wrhdräwn r6m rhe Navy önrnance isls in 1969
adaplat ons whoro rcc€ssary. Her fush deck consiruc.
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