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Built in May 1920, the battle cruiser HMS Hood was
the largest warship in the world at the outbreak of
WWIL. The “Mighty Hood” was the symbol of the Royal
Navy and the pride of her nation, while the story of her
fierce final battle and tragic end is a key chapter of
WWII history.

Birth of HMS Hood

Ships designated as “Battle cruisers” feature firepow-
er equal that of battleships, with far less armor, thus en-
joying greater speed and mobility as well. Hood was
originally planned in 1915 as a much lighter ship, how-
ever, the WWI Battle of Jutland in May 1916 showed
the weakness of conventional battle cruisers when
three British ships sank after suffering hits in their am-
munition magazines. Hood’s plan was revised and
over 5,000t of armor was added. Completed on March
5 1920, Hood had a displacement of 41,200t, with
length 262.13m, and beam 32m. She featured top
speed of 32 knots and was armed with eight 38.1cm
guns, twelve 14cm guns, four 10.2cm AA guns, four
3pdr guns and six torpedo tubes. Her armor featured a
maximum thickness of 301.8mm and weight of 13,800t,
accounting for 1/3 of her total weight.

Hood was an unprecedented ship, far larger than stan-
dard battle cruisers. Although originally intended as a
countermeasure against the German planned Macken-
sen Class battle cruiser, Germany canceled production
of those ships, causing Britain to scrap three of its four
planned battle cruisers. Just after Hood’s completion,
the Washington Naval Treaty was concluded, prohibit-
ing the construction of warships over 35,000t displace-
ment. Due to this restriction, Hood remained the larg-
est warship in the world for nearly 20 years. Aside from
being fitted with B-barreled Pom-Pom guns and a
launching catapult, Hood received few modifications
and was relatively outdated by the start of WWIL.
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Hood in WWII

At the start of WWII, Hood’s engine had aged, reduc-
ing her top speed to 26.5 knots, while wartime equip-
ment increased her displacement to 48,360t. In March
1940, Hood's 14cm guns were all removed and re-
placed with seven 10.2cm twin AA guns and five rock-
et launchers. She sortied to the Mediterranean Sea as
the flagship of Force H and took part in the Battle of
Oran. She sank the French battleship Bretagne and
damaged Provence and Dunkerque. After that she re-
turned to Britain for engine overhaul and to be fitted
with radar.

Hunt for Bismarck

On May 21 1941, at Scapa Flow harbor, Hood re-
ceived orders to pursue the German battleship Bis-
marck and heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen, which were
heading toward the Atlantic. Hood joined a task force
commanded by Vice Admiral Holland, and including
the battleship Prince of Wales, destroyers of the E
Class, Echo and Electra, and F Class, Faulknor and
Forester.

On the night of May 23, British cruisers Norfolk and
Suffolk spotted the German ships in the Denmark
Strait. Armed with this news, Holland began the pur-
suit at full-speed.

At 5:43 AM on May 24, the British fleet spotted the
German ships at a distance of about 30km. The British
were at a disadvantage, as they were moving perpen-

dicular to the side of the German ships. However, want-
ing to close as much distance with the Germans as
possible, Admiral Holland gave the order to proceed,
putting Hood at the head of the British formation.

At 5:52 AM, the British fleet commenced firing at a dis-
tance of 23km. Prince of Wales fired at Bismarck while
Hood fired at Prinz Eugen, mistaking it for Bismarck.

At 5:55 AM, the German ships returned fire, concen-
trating on Hood. Their aim was precise — the second
salvo a near miss and the third salvo striking Hood and
starting a fire near her boat deck.

At 5:59 AM, Hood turned slightly to bring her rear
guns to bear, and as she did so, a salvo from Bismarck
hit her, penetrating her deck and detonating her ammu-
nition magazine. The resulting huge explosion blew the
Hood in half and she immediately sank at 6:01 AM. In
just 2 minutes Britain suffered her greatest naval disas-
ter of WWII, losing 1,416 men, while the destroyer Elec-
tra had the grim distinction of rescuing Hood’s only
three survivors. After sinking Hood, the German ships
switched their target to Prince of Wales, which retrea-
ted at 6:13 AM after suffering 4 direct hits.

Enraged by the loss of Hood, the Royal Navy devoted
its full strength to hunting Bismarck. On the morning of
May 27, Swordfish aircraft from the carrier Ark Royal
hit her rudder with torpedoes, crippling her. The follow-
ing heavy gun battle between British and German
ships ended with the sinking of the Bismarck at 10:36
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A WARNING ®Make sure to heat sprue with >PS<

marking. Other sprue may generate poisonous gas if heated.

A CAUTION @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before com-
mencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles
the model. @When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care should be
taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and /or
cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not
be allowed to put any parts in their mouth, or pull vinyl bag over their heads. @Incomplete
combustion of sprue generates black smoke. Be careful not to inhale. Sprue is a combustible
material. Be careful not to start fire and burn yourself.
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The basic color of the British Mediterranean Fleet was Light
Grey, while the Atlantic Fleet was painted in Dark Grey. After
WWII broke out, several camouflage patterns were employed
by British ships. In 1943 the Royal Navy finally settled on an
official paint scheme. Hood retained her Mediterranean Light
Grey color until her sinking in May 1941. Refer to the illustra-
tions below and the side of the box for more detail.

*iiEDEEF, TEESBRLTLEEW., HBOBEEF
HIIERIc@QDT—T &, IV HFT—DHAS—F 2/ —
TR ULE LT,

Y Refer to the illustrations below for painting of hull. Detailed
painting is outlined in the instruction manual. ‘denotns num-
ber for Tamiya Paint Color.

{Specifications (May 1941)}

Standard displacement: 48,360t Overall length: 262.13m
Beam: 32m Draft: 8.69m

Qutput: 144,000hp Top speed: 28.8kt

Radar: Type 284 (Firing guidance) Type 279 (AA defensive)
Armmament 3B.1cm Twin gunx4 10.2cm Twin AA gunx7
Eight-barreled Pom-Pom gunx3 Rocket launcherx 5
12.7cmQuadruple machine gunx4 53.3cm Torpedo tubex 4
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@ Siandard displacement: 1,350ton  @Length: 100.285n  @Qutpur: 36,0000p @ Top speed: 36 knots
@Armaments: 12envd 5 cal. Mk IX main gun, 12.7mm Mk I quadriple AA guns, 53.5
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The hunt for Bismarck, also called “The Battle of the Denmark Strait,” is one of
the best known naval battles of WWIL. On May 24, a British fleet led by the bat-
tleship Prince of Wales and battle cruiser Hood exchanged fire with the German
battleship Bismarck and heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen. Hood suffered a direct hit
from Bismarck and sank in 2 minutes, while Prince of Wales was also damaged.
The escorting E and F class destroyers escaped the battle unscathed after wit-
nessing the tragic end of Hood.

The British Royal Navy, which fielded a large number of destroyers during
WWI, began development of a new class based on prototype ships Amazon
(1924) and Ambuscade (1925). From 1927, approximately 9 destroyers were
built every year, ranging from A class to M class, totaling more than 100 ships.
A total of nine E class Destroyers were built in 1934. The flotilla leader Exmouth
(H02) was commissioned in October 1934, with the other 8 ships Echo (H23),
Eclipse (H08), Electra (H27), Encounter (H10), Escapade (H17), Escort (H66), Esk
(H15) and Express (H61) commissioned in August to November 1934. All E
class destroyers, except for Exmouth, featured 1,350 ton displacement,
100.28m length and maximum engine output of 36,000hp. Their top speed was
36 knots. They were armed with four 12cm main guns, two 12.7mm quadruple
AA guns, two 53.3cm quadruple torpedo launchers and twenty depth charges.
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They employed ASDIC (the British version of Sonar) for improved anti-submar-
ine warfare capabilities. After the start of WWII, they were fitted with new radar
and 20mm guns in place of the 12.7mm guns for upgraded AA ability.

In May 1941, two E Class ships, Echo and Electra, joined the hunt for Bismarck
with Hood and Prince of Wales. In the gunfight between the mammoth ships, a
salvo from Bismarck hit Hood, penetrating her deck and detonating her ammu-
nition magazine. Hood blew in half and immediately sank. Two E class ships wit-
nessed Hood’s ending, and Electra had the grim distinction of rescuing Hood’s
only 3 survivors. After the Battle of the Denmark Strait, Echo performed convoy
duty in the Arctic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea during 1942. In July 1943, she
was assigned to the invasion of Sicily and sank the lalian submarine Nereide.
In 1944, Echo was given to Greece and renamed Navarinon. She discharged
her duty until being scrapped in April 1956. Electra went to Singapore with
Prince of Wales and served in the Battle of Malaya, where she witnessed the
sinking of Prince of Wales by the Japanese Navy airplanes. In February 1942,
Electra was assigned to Dutch Admiral Doorman’s fleet and took part in the Bat-
tle of the Java Sea. She was sunk by gunfire from the Japanese cruiser Jintsu
on February 27. Six out of nine E class ships including Exmouth sank in the bat-
tle. Only 3 survived to the end of WWIL
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A CAUTION @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child
assembles the model. @When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra
care should be taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions sup-
plied with paints and /or cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of
small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over their
heads. @Incomplete combustion of sprue generates black smoke. Be careful not to in-
hale. Sprue is a combustible material. Be careful not to start fire and buming yourself.
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Cement S gcutters s Byt k
£ Modeling knife Tweezers
*iEDEEF, TEEERLTLLEE W, EHROBEHIEGIC @ D OFERATSER XF-2 @75 k7 ~/ Flat white
N—T& FEIVHAST—DAZ—FIN\—THRRLE L. Paints required XF-25 @51 h2—% L / Light sea grey
'_A'Rel_er to the illustrations below for painting of hull. Detailed painting is out- X-10 @A~ X%/ Gun metal XF-52 @75+ 7 —2 / Flat earth
lined in the instruction manual. @, denotes number for Tamiya Paint Color. X1 @Z0—55)Li—/ Chrome silver XF-53@—a— FSILZ L / Neutral grey
HIEROEINRFIFR OB T BRI L > TR, BHBRED L, XF-1_@75v+7Zv# /Flatblack XF-56 @ %% U v 2% L+ [ Metallic grey
BFRHEOBEREEZTILLTIIEZ WL,
% Color and number of identification line on funnel differ on each ship. Refer
i IZATA 11— IVUZFZR
to books or other references for painting. HO2: ik H23: Eeai HO8: Eclipse
ILIbZ IHIVE— IZAANRAR
(EMEEREETL & h5) H27 :Electra HIO :Encounter HI7 : Escapade
E class destroyer Electra IAd— IR  IFATLR
HBE6 : Escort HI5 :Esk HBI * Express
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Front funnel XE-1 Rear funnel XF-1 Main gun Gun platform
* AEFDET,
*Make 4. X-10
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G
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Bridge

6 DM TT
Hull assembly A HUEryT ()

«77 Poly cap (Small)

G27

S RUEEYT (Y
=7 Poly cap (Small)

F5

o ' COV—Y DIBRIBEELE S Ao
= ° Do not cement.

BTy ¥
SR OED i
Attaching bridge

S EHa
<17 Main gun

a8 RUFrYZON Front funnel
w7 Poly cap (Small)

S TR
=7 Main gun
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Poly cap (Small) ">
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XF-1
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Attaching mast
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Main gun
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