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The Prinz Eugen was the third and last Admiral Hipper
Class Heavy Cruiser commissioned by the Kriegsmar-
ine. The Germania Belst Company from Kiel construc-
ted the Prinz Eugen. This type of heavy cruiser was
characteristically larger than those from other countries.
The huge Prinz Eugen was elongated an additional 5
meters. The Prinz Eugen's eight 20.3cm main cannons
had a maximum range of 36,000 meters and fired from
four twin turrets, Due to the enormous size of Admiral
Hipper Class Heavy Cruisers, their silhouettes remark-
ably resembled those of large German battleships such
as the Bismarck. This resemblance would play a major
role in the Prinz Eugen’s first campaign. The Prinz Eu-
gen was commissioned in August 1940. After its com-
mission, Prinz Eugen fought continuously in battle after
battle against the British Royal Navy.

1941, Operation Rheiniibung

On May 18th 1941 the Prinz Eugen and German Battle-
ship Bismarck left Gotenhafen to attack British supply
Ilnes in the Atlantic on Operation Rheindbung.
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German ships to ‘cross his T'- both German ships
could deliver full broadside attacks while the latter were
proaching with their after guns masked.

(3 May 24th, 5:52am: In a fatal tactical error, the Hood
opens fire on the Prinz Eugen, mistaking it for the larger
and more powerful Bismarck (silhouettes of the two Ger-
man ships resemble each other). Prince of Wales fires
on Bismarck. Admiral Holland advised of tactical mis-
take and shifts target.

@ May 24th, 5:55am-6:01am: German ships open fire
and concentrate on the Hood. Prinz Eugen fires six 4-
gun salvos. Second salvo is a near miss. Shell from third
salvo hits the Hood's boat deck. Massive fire spreads
on the Hood. Prinz Eugen ordered to shift fire to Prince
of Wales and scores four hits on Prince of Wales caus-
ing moderate damage. Bismarck continues to fire on se-
verely damaged Hood and obtains hit on main mast at
6:01am. The Hood 'explodes’ a few seconds later.

Three days later, the German Battleship Bismarck sinks,
taking with it about 2,000 men after being attacked by
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30 knots following the two German battleships. The
ships streamed out of the harbor undetected.

(2! February 12th, 11:30am: Two Spitfires on reconnais-
sance spot the ships and report them. Shots fired from
Dover coastal batteries, but German ships are already
out of range. Motor torpedo boats attack but miss tar-
get. In a virtually suicidal low-level attack, 6 Fairey
Swordfish Torpedo planes miss target and are all shot
down by German planes and anti-aircraft fire from Prinz

Eugen.

3 February 12th, 4-5pm: Over 100 rounds fired from
the Prinz Eugen's main 20.3cm armament when cruiser
is attacked by onslaught of British destroyers and torpe-
do boats. Hits obtained on two British destroyers and
torpedoes successfully avoided due to evasive action.
QOverhead a massed aerial battle rages.

{4) February 13th, 8:30am: Prinz Eugen and Gneisenau
reached Brunsbiittel. Though forecasted to return with
mzi‘?; e::I;arnage. the Prinz Eugen arrives once again un-
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Cruisers Suffolk and Norfolk signteda the two ships in
the icy Denmark Strait between Iceland and Greenland.
When the Norfolk emerged for a few moments from the
icy mist the Bismarck fired, but the British cruisers van-
ished, maintaining contact with the British fleet via their
radar. Having spotted the German ships, the Royal
Navy ordered the British Battle Cruiser Hood and the
Prince of Wales, to intercept the two German ships. At
last, battle drew near.

(2) May 24th, 5:43am: German ships sighted off the star-
board-bow side of Hood and Prince of Wales. Admiral
Holland issues order to head directly towards two Ger-
man ships. His purpose was to reduce the range so that
incoming shells would have flatter trajectory. Hood had
weak deck armor and was vulnerable to plunging pro-
jectiles. However, by taking this course he allowed the

mecnanical ProDigims and vealllct Uallidye.
1942, Operation Cerberus

Although the Prinz Eugen arrived unscathed to dock
with the battleships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau at
Brest, the German cruiser was yet far from safety as it
suffered the threat of relentless air attacks from British
bombers. The three ships were eventually ordered to
leave Brest for Germany in what would be one of the
riskiest, yet best prepared and best coordinated opera-
tions carried out by German forces in the WW2 - an un-
expected dash through the British Channel, in broad
daylight. For this operation the Prinz Eugen was to be
equipped with 5 quadruple 20mm machine-gun turrets.
The three large ships left under the cover of darkness at
midnight on February 11th, 1942.
(1) February 11th, 11:00pm: Prinz Eugen leaves port at
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of the war. The cruiser supported the withdrawal of Ger-
man troops and civilians. In this mission, Prinz Eugen
fired thousands of shells at encroaching Russian forces
while supporting German evacuation vessels. The Prinz
Eugen’s career drew to a close in Copenhagen in May
1945. In 1946, she was commissioned over to the U.S.
Navy and taken to the Marshall Islands to be used in the
first post-war atom-bomb test. After surviving two A-
bomb tests, the Prinz Eugen's hull was towed to the
Kwaijelein Atoll and anchored. The long period spend in
tropical waters caused the Prinz Eugen to capsize and
run against a reef in December of 1946. The ‘lucky’ Ger-
man cruiser that escaped fierce sea battles without a
scratch and survived the war now lies quietly in the
calm waters of the South Pacific.
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A CAUTION  @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before com-
mencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles
the model. ®When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care should be
taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and
for cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of small children. Children must
not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
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+This kit shows each type of equipment in two different naval operations. Select either and follow the instruction
marked on the right,
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