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The Naval Arms Limitations Conference was held by the leading naval powers
of the world in Washington in 1921-22, right after World War 1. This conference
resulted in the Washington Treaty. Under the provisions of the treaty, cruisers
had to be below 10,000 tons in displacement and their main batteries had to be
less than 5 inch in bore diameter. The leading nations competed to build more
powerful cruisers within the limitations. These vessels were called “Treaty
Heavy Cruisers ". The United States Navy built two heavy cruisers in the Pensa-
cola Class, six in the Northampton Class and two in the Portland Class. The
second heavy cruiser in the Portland Class was “Indianapolis”.

Indianapolis was commissioned at the Philadelphia Navy Yard on November
15, 1932. While she was basically a modification of the Northampton Class, her
most distinguishing feature was that her tripod foremast was shorter than the
one for the Northampton Class by about 9m. The main battery on Indianapolis
consisted of nine 8in/55 caliber guns arranged three to a turret with two turrets
forward and one aft. She had also eight 5in/25 caliber dual purpose guns which
worked well as anti-aircraft armament.

On the opening day of Pacific War, December 7, 1941, as flagship of Scouting
Force, US Fleet, Indianapolis was making a simulated bombardment off John-
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son Island which is located in the southwest of Hawaii. For the period from ear-
ly 1942 through early 1943, she served in both the South and North Pacific The-
atres. In March 1943, she became flagship of Admiral Raymond Spruance,
Commander Fifth Fleet which consisted of Task Force 58 plus 130,000 marines
and army troops. Leading the giant fleet, she participated in most of the major
Central Pacific campaigns including the Saipan and Guam landing operations
and the conquest of the Marianas in June 1944, the Iwo Jima landing operation
and the Okinawa invasion in February and March 1945, respectively. In Okina-
wa, she was severely damaged and returned to Mare Island for repairs. During
the repair, her equipment was renewed and much improved with the latest ra-
dar, electronic gun sights and new Curtiss Seahawks. After the repairs, she loa-
ded secret cargo and personnel at San Francisco, and sailed for Tinian Island
on July 16 , where a B29 bomber base was located, arriving there to unload
the cargo and personnel on July 26. Then four days later, on July 30, she took
two torpedo hits from the submarine I-58 at 12:14 a.m. and sunk in 12 minutes.
She served with honor from Pearl Harbor through the last campaign of World
War II, sinking in action two weeks before the end of the war. Indianapolis
earned ten battle stars.
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/\CAUTION

@Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before commencing assembly.
A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles the model. @
When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Exira care should be taken
to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and
for cement, if used (notincluded in kit). @Keep out of reach of small children. Children
must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
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&

(D
On both sides.

XF-9:1
+XF-50:2

AMEDIRFHIIT
HULL ASSEMBLY

AOED FT,

JRemove.
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Lower hull plate
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Poly cap
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REAR DECK ASSEMBLY 1
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*%EIKAT, A6, B20ZEEELET.
% Cement A1, A6 and B20 first.

KN H—FFORARBEZRIRL. BOFFET,
(FAiR1EI3B8 - B9. FAiRAEIIB4 - B5)

+* Select open or closed hanger doors (opened: B8 and
B9 / closed: B4 and B5).
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