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The Most Beautiful Warship

In order to maintain its position as the predominant
naval power of the early 20th century, the British Royal
Navy introduced a new kind of warship. These
so-called “battlecruisers” would possess the offensive
firepower of a battleship, while sacrificing armor to
enable higher speed. The concept proved successful in
December 1914, when 2 battlecruisers wiped out a
German cruiser squadron including 2 armored cruisers.
Production of battlecruisers accelerated, resulting in
the HMS Repulse and her sister ship Renown.
Completed in August of 1916, Repulse’s slender hull
had a length of 242m and beam of 31.3m and was
protected by 152mm thick armor plates. Her 112,000hp
steam turbine engine was capable of propelling the
27,750 ton ship to a top speed of 31.7 knots. She
carried 42 caliber 381mm guns, the most powerful of
the time, in three twin turrets and had a secondary
armament of 102mm guns in five triple mounts, Graced
with compact bridge structures, balanced weapon
layout, well-designed bulwark and a bow that had
gentle sheer and wide flare, she was one of the most
beautiful warships of her day.

Repulse Battle History

In September 1916, Repulse joined the Grand Fleet as
flagship of the 1st Battlecruiser Squadron, She first saw
action in November 1917 at the Second Battle of
Heligoland Bight, were she exchanged fire with two
German battleships, Kaiser and Kaiserin. Just prior to
Repulse’s completion, the Battle of Jutland (May 31st —
June 1st, 1916) pointed out deficiencies in battlecruiser
armor. Between 1919 and 1920, Repulse underwent a
modemization process which added additional side
armor.

From 1934 to 1936, she went through a second
modemization program which added modemn AA
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weaponry, such as 102mm high-angle guns, quadruple
12.7mm machine guns and 40mm eight-barreled
Pom-Pom guns, which were widely used by the Royal
Navy. An aircraft hanger and fixed catapult for
floatplanes were installed behind the 2nd funnel, and
deck armor was improved as well.

With the outbreak of war in September 1939, Repulse
was assigned to escort duty with the battlecruiser
Hood as part of the Home Fleet. With the start of
Germany'’s invasion of Scandinavia in April 1940,
Repulse escorted British minelayers, and later shielded
the Allied withdrawal from Norway. In January 1941,
Repulse and Renown pursued the German battlecruis-
ers Schamhorst and Gneisenau. In May 1941, she was
originally scheduled to escort a convoy east around the
Cape of Good Hope when she received news that
Hood had been sunk. She immediately joined the
battleship King George V in the hunt for Bismarck.

She was later transferred to Cape Town, South Africa,
and in November, joined the state-of-the-art battleship
Prince of Wales at Colombo, Sri Lanka. As tensions
between Japan and the U.K. increased, she moved
further east to Singapore. By now, anti-surface radar
and more AA guns, three 8-barreled Pom-Pom guns,
four quadruple 12.4mm machine guns and ten 20mm
machine guns, had been installed.

Battle of Malaya

On December 8th, 1941, in coordination with the attack
on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese 25th Army began an
amphibious assault on the northern coast of Malaya at
Kota Bharu. On the evening of the 8th, the naval Force
Z commanded by Admiral Tom Phillips, consisting of
Prince of Wales, Repulse and four destroyers departed
Singapore to intercept the Japanese invasion forces.
The British ships lacked air cover, and attempted to
retumn to base after being spotted by Japanese planes
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on the afteroon of the 9th. However, receiving reports
of further landings at Kuantan, Force Z changed course
again. On December 10th, Force Z was discovered by
a submarine, and later encountered a Japanese Navy
spotter plane. Shortly after 1pm, the fleet was attacked
by dozens of Type 96 bombers of the Mihoro and
Motoyama Air Corps flying from Saigon and Thu Dau
Mot in French Indochina. Repulse was struck by one
bomb, but managed to avoid any torpedo hits. She
drew alongside Prince of Wales to assist the larger ship
which had suffered serious damage. At 1:50pm, 26
Type 1 torpedo bombers from the Kanoya Air Corps
attacked and struck Repulse with at least 5 torpedoes.
She began listing to port and finally rolled over and
sank at 2:03pm. Prince of Wales was also struck by
torpedoes and sunk at 2:50pm. The destroyers Electra
and Vampire moved in to pick up survivors, rescuing a
total of 796 men from Repulse, including the
commanding officer Captain William G. Tennant.

The sinking of Repulse and Prince of Wales was the
first time that capital ships actively defending
themselves on the open sea were sunk by airpower
alone. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill wrote
that news of the sinking was the greatest shock he ever
received during the war.

Specifications

Standard displacement: 27,750 tons

Length: 242m Beam: 31.3m

Machinery: Brown-Curtis steam turbines, 4 shafts
Output: 112,000hp Max Speed: 28.3kt

Armament: 381mm twin gun x 3 102mm triple gun x 3
102mm AA gun x6 40mm 8-barreled Pom-Pom gun x 3
12.7mm quadruple MG x 4 53.3cm torpedo tube x 8
20mm MG

Aircraft: Supermarine Walrus
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A WARNING @Make sure to heat sprue with >PS<

marking. Other sprue may generate poisonous gas if heated.

CAUTI'ON @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child
assembles the model. @When assembiling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care
should be taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions supplied with
paints and /or cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of small children.
Children must not be allowed to put parts in their mouths, or pull vinyl bag over their heads.
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Cement
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Side cutters

Ez Z (FUILF1.5mm, 1mm)
Pin vise (1.5 mm, 1mm bit)

TS-81 @O A ¥IL51 ~5 L4 / Royal light gray

XF-53@=2—F5/L4 L / Neutral grey

TS-68 @AKFIRE / Wooden deck tan

XF-54 @5 —73—% -1 / Dark sea grey

X-10 @7A>A2il / Gun metal

XF-55 @7 v+ 4>/ / Deck tan

X-11 @%70—L3/L/\— / Chrome silver

XF-56 @A 354 L1 [ Metallic grey

XF-1 @73w b7 S5wv% /Flat black

XF-58 @=')—7%"1)—2/ / Olive green

XF-2 @75whk&T- b /Flat white

XF-80 @O ¥/L5 ML / Royal light gray
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WRefer to painting diagram for painting of hull. Detailed
painting is outlined in the instruction manual. @, denotes
number for Tamiya Paint Color.
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Painting HMS Repulse

While serving in the Pacific, HMS Repulse featured a high
contrast camouflage scheme using black or dark gray
applied over a light gray base coat. The pattern was
symmetrical and the upper deck was left unpainted, while
the top of the 3rd main gun turret was painted black.
Repulse featured this paint scheme during her final sortie at
the Battle of Malaya in December 1941.
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*When no color is specified, paint parts with hull color.
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