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The Invincible Battleship of the U.S. Navy

The lowa class battleships were the largest and last of
the great battleships constructed by the U.S. Navy. Of
the six planned, only the BB-61 lowa, BB-62 New Jer-
sey, BB-63 Missouri and BB-64 Wisconsin were com-
pleted. The New Jersey served with distinction in WWII,
the Korean and Vietnam Wars and today remains one
of the most decorated vessels of the U.S. Navy.

Following the termination in 1936 of the Washington
Naval Reduction Treaty, which limited the size of capi-
tal ships to a standard displacement of fewer than
35,000 tons, the U.S. Navy began construction on a
new line of large battleships. These massive ships, in-
cluding the North Carolina and South Dakota class,
were armed with 40.6cm main guns, featured superior
armor and boasted a maximum speed of 27 knots. In
search of a faster battleship that could operate more ef-
fectively with cruisers and aircraft carmiers, the U.S.
Navy drew up plans for the new lowa class, capable of
a maximum speed of 33 knots,

Their enormous size, 45,000 tons standard displace-
ment, was a consequence of the navy's demands for
superior firepower, defensive ability and engine
strength. But in order to allow passage through the
Panama Canal, lowa class ships could not be wider
than 33m, and therefore stretched to an extremely long
270.5m. Added to this long shape was a “bulbous”™
bow designed for reducing drag, which gave the lowa
class battieships their unique look. For their main arma-
ment, they packed three turrets of 16 inch {40.6cm) 50
caliber triple guns that boasted an initial muzzle speed
of up to 762m/s and maximum firing range of 38.7km.
Secondary armament included ten turrets of § inch
(12.7cm) 38 caliber double guns, and anti-aircraft arma-
ment included sixteen turrets of 40mm guadruple guns.
lowa class battieships were also fitted with a unique
vertical side armor system designed to provide excel-

lent protection both above and below the water line.
The upper armor belt measured a thickness of 43.1cm
with the lower belt featuring a tapered armor design.
Compared with the 150,000hp output of Japan's Yama-
to class battleships, the New Jersey boasted an amaz-
ing 212,000hp. She was capable of speeds of up to 33
knots and possessed a cruising range of 15.900 nauti-
cal miles. No wonder the lowa class ships are widely
considered to be the most powerful battieships of
WWIL
The New Jersey in WWII

Completed in 1943, the USS New Jersey was de-
ployed to Kwajalein and Majuro Lagoon from January
to February 1844, where she first saw combat screen-
ing carriers from enemy air attack. The New Jersey
was then deployed to numerous battle fronts including
the Marshalls, Marianas, Palaus and Philippines, and
held such prominent positions as flagship for the 5th
and 3rd Fleet. As the war approached the Japanese
mainland, the New Jersey provided direct gun support
for the lwo-Jima and Okinawa landings. In the battle of
Ckinawa, she was assigned to fight against the IUN Ya-
mato, the largest battleship ever built. However, this
occurred, as the Yamato was sunk by camier-bomne air-
craft before she could engage the U.S. flest.
The New Jersey after WWIL

Although the New Jersey was relegated to reserve
duty after WWII, she was recommissioned to active ser-
vice with the outbreak of the Korean War in 1350. To-
gether with her sister ship BB-61 lowa, she bombarded
the enemy’s coastal and inland targets such as gun bat-
teries, bridges and tunnels, providing direct and contin-
uous support for the land forces.

The Korean War ended in 1953, and the New Jersey
was retired from active service again in 1957, Just over
10 years later, the expansion of fighting in Vietnam led

to her being commissioned for a third time. Before
heading to Vietnam, she was refurbished with new
weapons and equipment at the Philadelphia Navy Yard,
including the latest electronic devices and a helicopter
landing pad. From September, 1968 to March of the fol-
lowing year, the USS New Jersey served in fire support
missions off the Vietnam coast. Decommissioned for
budget reasons in December 1969, she spent the next
thirteen years inactive.

World events again affected the New Jersey's fate
when U.S. President Reagan announced an effort to
build a 600 ship navy in response to the enlargement of
Soviet block navies and mounting tensions during the
late 1970°s and early 1980’s. In order to meet this goal,
the navy decided to return the lowa class battleships
to active service, and selected the New Jersey as the
first to receive complete renovation and modernization.
In place of her outmoded weapons systems, the New
Jersey was fitted with the latest weapons and electron-
ic warfare devices. The 5 inch double guns on the up-
per deck were removed and replaced with 32 Toma-
hawk missiles, 16 Harpoon missiles and four
Vulcan/Phalanx Close-In Weapons Systems. A new heli-
copter landing pad and fiight deck were installed on
the rear deck and the communications equipment was
extensively upgraded. Subsequent to being recomrrus
sioned in late 1982, the New Jersey was
eﬁfomemeblockadeofﬂ'wragmandtostppudus
troops involved in Lebanon's civil war.

The battleship New Jersey was officially retired in 1991
after serving with distinction around the world for close
to half a century. In 1999 the New Jersey was towed
home to her birthplace of Philadelphia, where she was
remodeled as a floating museum on the Delaware Riv-
er. The Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial
opened its doors in October 2001, insuring that the teg-
end of this historical battleship lives on today.
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A CAUTION  @Read carsfully and fully understand the instructions before com-
mencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles
the model. @When assembiling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care should be
taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and
Jor cement, if used {not included in kitj. @Keep out of reach of small children. Children must
not be aflowed to put parts in their mouths, or pull vinyl bag over their heads.
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The USS New Jersey was painted with measure 21 camou-
flage in 1943 and was repainted with measure 22 camouflage
in 1945, After WWII, she was repainted in a standard haze
gray camouflage. During the Vietnam War and other post-
WWII missions, the New Jersey served in this standard haze
gray coloring.
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+ Refer to p g diagram for painting of hull. Detailed paint-
ing is outlined in the instruction manual. @, denotes number
for Tamiya Paint Color.
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Hull assembly
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e Superstructures

assembly
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Gun director
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Harpoon launcher

HMake 4.
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Rear funnel
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Rear superstructure
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Rear control
tower
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WaRmEE
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Weapon deck  JAttach as shown.
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Bridge assembly
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Front funnel base
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Front control tower
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Main mast assembly
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s BB-62 NEW JERSEY

14,5000k G088 1270.5m  #AHE33m
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dém 4 A 83wk
A48 LAMPS Mk I SH G0B Zs—i—

ST -::ré-AZUmuu?;Erkj{mxaj

Stanclard displacement : 45,0000 Overall length: 270.5m
Breadth : 33m  Draft: 11, _\Bm Maxirmum output : 212,000hp
hain machinery: Westinghouse steam turbine Shafts 1 4
haximum speed: 33kt Range: 15,000nm (15kt/n)

Aircrafl carried: LAMPS M. SH-80B Seahawk

Armament : 40.6cm friple guns 3 / 12.7cm double guns x6
/ Quadruple Tomahawk missile launcher x8

/ Quadruple Harpoon missile launcher x4

/ Mulcan/Phalanx 20mm CIWS x4

XF-66:3 + XF-50:1
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ITEM 31614

| LB e TS-B2 @~ AL / Haze grey XF7 @75vkLyE /Flatred XF-57 @/¢<Z { Bufl
Tamiya color number X-10 @#>%#)L / Gun metal XF-9 @/\LLE /Hull red XF-66 @ 5-1E7L1 / Light grey
4l AR . XF1_ @75whFF v / Flat black XF-24 @ 5441 / Dark grey KE-63@ v— L [ German grey
TS-6B@A TR /V decktan  XF-2 @75vhifoh /Flat white XF-50@ Z—ILEZL— / Field biue XF56@ X572 55 L+ | Metalic grey
B TR ER TR R AS, ERCIEEARMIND M SR TR L & 5 -
& Draingipes (ot inchubed in kit) were equi the hull sices. - XF-56 ) XF-66:3+ XF-2:2

{LAMPS Mk.II SH-60B Zr—7k—%2}
LAMPS MK.Ill SH-60B Seahawk
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