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On _o M.v. 1943.-e JcpdrsF \ä,1/ o*mve' S- ndrro wa.onn § o'ed J
l,r"z.1N;rJA5e'ä. s '" np€*ednoto' ly ' Fm<dspced >heloudFou"
her 2,000-plus ton hul al a lhen asro u ndi.g 40.s knols - b ul also ed enl, with
her lh€e quinlup e iolledo tubes. Al the lim€, lhe Shimakte wd al tho ctflins
edqe of Japan6e destroyer d*iqn.
Ifu sh makde'e ea.6rnamesÄe!6 urF !-a14hio in . e MrFr?ö cla'. of

' rhölal posl.!\ !. T- <' tus ould bodl inprs
trots,. r,el e on 

'nuPd 
by I e .ubseo.e-l Jdpee'a

Fubuki crass ol specialdesrrcyeß tliat mainlaned 33 knots while impmvng
s6awonhiness d ollensive menace. However, a iumber ol lactoE slunted
pedomdce oJ the subsoquent Harsuh and shiEtsuyu c ssesi such as
l@lies limiling lonnage, d ca'niölsness brcuqht about by tlie design ilaws
p\pGedn..e?o'o/urudnol-o-lh-eol.n^ioe'1. l' ost r donß n .de c €
lhe need ror s --qf4noö f,aG, 14".d Tp ovcd <räb,hy. -5" asashio. K"orrc
dd Yugumo clas*s were endowed wilh lhes. characlerlstiGi but with a lop
sp€eo ol35l'06ün rhei a -öl'.6haS6'o .Yuqrlo,. ''sd6tr6'tp'nse
o qr .nösr! sötrörhrlo p.obe.dr! o -F rdpeF< Na/y. O'e ol le ndi-
r€asons was lhe lowa class or U.s. baabshlps, rumorcd io rcach 30 knots. Giv€n
lhat Japanes naval planneß .stimale.l lheir desnoyeß need€d an edge ol at
least 10 knols lo succ6sfullv lo@edd the baabships lhey were desisned to
lriumDh ovei 35 knots simplv would not d.. Thus, in rhe fou*h Naval Amamonls
Supplemenl PbqEmme ol 1939, a requ remenr was lncud€d lor a destroyer
pbro§Tre rhar couLd achieve speeds or 40 knots. Fiftlngly, il ws decided that lhis
hiqh-spe€d ship would inheit lhe name Shimakare nlm the posl_ww ship
prevlously mertioned. ln racl, she wa §lll acl ve al fie nme ÖI the Pmgmme, but
in April 1940 6 downqEd€d lo a paüoL boal a.d Enamad, belore the new
Shimakde w6 laid down.
Th€ chiel secrel behind the erceptional speed ol the new shimakde lay in her
powelluryet ighlweighr high tempeEture, high pr€sure kampon boileß, tlie use
ol which r€quired a hiah level or dessn, maleias 4d mäiuraclu€ to scure
reliabilfty. whire the prec.ding Kagerc o6s used 30ks/cm2, 350' boileß as
slandard, lha Analsuke (ninih ship öl lhe class) w6 filed witli ad expenm€nlal
4O(.&n2, r00" +lup. in -e A.älsulr€, th€ "ne 

\sh

&hieved an impressiue 75,000hp - hall ol lhat milable to the Yamato cas ol
battl6hips, at a me€ 4% oltho displacement, ll is itlle wond.rlhal the Shimak@e
@ äble to at€ n such switbress in the @ter. She was 10 meteß lonqer thad rier

conrempoEry Yuqumo class deslbyeß to ft n her poweplani ad th€e sets of
tolpedö tub6. Her crippor bow m also a deparrure rrom p€decessoß, which up
unlil the Kagerc and Yugumo classs häd spo.ted lhe double cured bow,
Frepower was prcvided bv th€e dua-purpose twin 12.7cm quns, 6 on $e

Kaserc class. As €qärds lolrodo lubes, Na!ry planeß onginally called lor lh€
sriimakre to b€ fined a tota of rourteen dvided beh!*n llvo mounls. bul t
lumed our io be imposslble för crews to rclat€ a seven lube mounl manually in the
evenl of ä medhdical breakdoM. with this n mind, it w6 eventua ly decided lo
lit her oul wilh rhr€e quinrup e lube mounts. whie th€ l.lal oi fiteen tom€does
w6 one less rh that of the Kag66, lhe Shimakae still packed a sisnlficant
punch, padicuhny consld.nng rhe penomance adväntäge which h€r 'Long
Lanc€ ' 6r cm orygen- prcpe led toa€döes had over lhoso oi rlva navi6.

n sp*d fials, the Shimakae sriowcased the polential of her design, r4orded al
79,240hp and a top speed or40.9 knols with a displacemeni o12,394 tons. Srre w6
söon mmnissioned into acl on, and sw her f6l aolion in Ju y I s43 as Japanese
toops were evacuar€d liom Kiskä in the aleul an ls ands. Föi owing lhal sol1ie, she
w6rr slered tu',rher so'nh, and in october ot 1944 was pr€sent dudng the Baltle
or Ley,te Guff. The nen month would see her iinal action, 6 she wG asslsned to
lake Eilnorc€menls of men and supp ies to the embattred gdisön öf the Pacilic
isand of Le,4e. On November 3 she set sail lrom Manila 6 lhe naq ship of
Deslbyer Squadbn 2, along wllh lhe H anmi, Nasanami, wakatsuki and rue
lrdspon ships. Alter arlving in Omoc Bay al 10d on Novemb* 11, thoy
susianed a tunous attack nom 350 ll.s. catrier aircraft thal lasted lhree houß ad
delmabd rh€ squadrcn. Nägam and wakatsuk had akddy sunk by lhe time
a mass ve €xplosion sent the shimak@ beneath the waves at 5.1opm.
Alihough sister ships were planned rör the sriimakäz€, lhe woßening situalion ol
Japaese rorc6 dd pEvalence ot aircEfi ctrieß and ngftere meant ihat none
w€E built and sh€ w6 one ol a kind. D6pite her fetinO seruice äd sh€ w6 sl ll
äbre to prove tliar she wa a worlhwhile des sn, as ihe rasl*t aid nost p.weful
ol üe Japan*e destroyeß.
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Japan.se Navy sh ps were päinled nabluetinseddarkO.anwlhlhehul
benealh lhe waterln€ linish€d in dul red. The bridse ard sleel plate deck
sect öns we@ painted ln agraypocularto Maizuru Arsenal, and lnoleum deck
sectio ns fealu red their un ique shäd e or brow n. Fu n nel lips were painled blac k,
and lhe walerprool covers al the bäse or the gun baifels were whito. Pa nling
nsrructions for derails are indicated durinq assemblv.
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