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Following the Japanese defeat during the Battle of Mid-
way, the tide of the Pacific War turned against Japan.
The Midway battle ended with the Japanese Imperial
Navy suffering great losses. Thair main aircraft carriers
Akagi, Kaga, Hiryu and Soryu wers lost in the battls,
leaving their fleet with poor air defense coverage. This
led to a rapid loss of Japanese vessels due to the mas-
sive air atlacks organized by the U.S. Forces in the
area. The fransportation operation for reinforcing
Guagalcanal, during the Solomon campaign, resulted in
a héﬁvy loss of destroyers fransporting men and equip-
ment from mainland Japan,

Japan was placed in a difficult position whera they had
to increass destroyer production in order to recover
from these rapid losses. A shortage of raw materials
became a crucial problem that greatly strained
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Japanese industry attempting to maintain weapons
supply. The Maisu Class destroyers were designed and
praduced under these harsh ¢conditions, and wera madse
simple 1o minimize construction time. With a standard
displacement of about 1,260 tons, the Matsu was
almost half the displacement of existing Otsu-typs des-
troyers. The armament of the Matsu howevar, was great-
ly enhanced to counter air attack threats. 12.7cm high
angle anti-aircraft guns ware furnished for the first time
on a Japanese destroyer, and four 25mm triple machine
guns plus eight single machine guns were mounted. [n
addition quadruple torpedo tubes and anli-submarine
depth charges were carried. An innovative feature of the
Matsu Class is the method of laying out the boilers and

turbines so that a total power loss would not occur with
a bomb hit in the powerplant area.
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The Matsu, the {irst of its class, was launched at the
Maizuru dockyard on 28 April, 1944, commissionad and
assigned to the 11th Submarine Flotilla. She was then
assigned to the Flest Escort Force and participated in
the 3rd “I-GO” Operation were she headed and escort-
ed the 4804th Flest transporting troops to Iwo-Jima and
Chichi~Jima isfands. Upon completion of this difficult as-
signment on 4 August, she and the flest departed
Chichi~Jima, heading back to Yokosuka, Japan. The
return went smoothly until they wers iracked down by
the U.S. 38th Task Force, where they suffered heavy
loss resulting from air atlacks sent out by the task force,
The convoy lost nearly half the fleet to these attacks but
continued on until attacked by a U.S, Naval cruiger flast
of 15 ships. The Matsu, in order to save her fleet, chose
to face the enemy alons, and fought to her end.
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