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Japanese Lishi crui*r Kumano
consttuct on or rhe Kumäno began at the Kawa$k 's
Kobe Yard in Apd 1934, as ihe,

am, Mikuma and su-
zuyä Under lhe I 930 London Naval Tcatyj cru seß
were dvded nro ire two cat€sones ol rieavy cru ser
(häin quns över 1s5cm)and 9ri1cruser lmain guns
less thän r5.5cm) wlh each counlry given a sei quora

caleqory. Havinq rcached 1s quola o, heary cru sere,
the Japanese Naly bu lt the M
witli 1s scm hpre guns, panninqto rcp ace liem once
lhe trealv was abo shed. Rep acinq the I 5.5cm quns
wi r 20.30m ouns in May 1939
c assed 5s a hea!ry cru ser
oevelopment oJ rhe xumano

y amö€d Mooam
cass lighl crulseß was the use.f vJeighl saving t{h
niques such as eledffjc weiding and use of ighl alloy

aboul concerns ol the shps ovea srren!1h and sra-
bLity.ln March 1934, theton€do b.alTomozuru cap
sized, rorcins the Japoese Naw
öuori €storarion on a ships. whn{ s r it the planning
stage,lhe Kumano had a arge bulge added and tlre

wer ed tlie sp.ce
besr*nire uFper deck and mid
tliän rhe prevous two Mogamiclass cruseß.ln sep
tember I035, rhe 4th I eer ncudinstlreMoqäm and
M kuma. weß badry dämaged after being hit by a ly
phoon. causinq once asain the issue ol the strensth ol

the shps to be €ised. The Kum
tön stase iow riad enm reinfo
constructon was nnary completed n laie ociober

I<ufr3.o n the Päcificwsr
n 19.12, the Kumano padicipated
o, Benqar re Batre of M dway the Bat e öf the East-
ern So omons änd lrie Ball e ror the South Pacilc She
tlien cdied supp es ro Fabauland prcvded supporr
in vadous rand baties ln July 1943. dunno ä battle
no/rrr of Korombaigaa rsand nthesoomons aus
tomedo danraqed ihe stern or re Kumano After E

Kumäno part c pated n
rgritnq on.. a!:ta n nthe rllanana 15ands,
n ocrober r 9,!1 rer.rs andedidLeyleGurlwlhrhe

pplncs. The Japanese naw
gathered a ml 1ary p.\rer rhat was at irs dlspoe to
lead a c.uni€Gtack rat is kno
Lerte Gu r lhe grealesi daval batl € of WWI The Jap-
anese p anned to have Vce Adm ra Ozawa lead a

.s. neels. wrrire vice
Adm ra Kurita and srima töok th€r f€ets lhbugh to
capturc Lq,1e Gu l. Tne Kumano belonsed to the ma n
f repower or rhe vice admi€l Ku
eady möming o, Octob€r 25, jusl belorc reachng lhe
Leyle GulI, Kunia's tlet spolted

shen srre was hit by a desloyer toD€do dunng the
uS. coumeEnack, iorcn! herto €i re ro Corcn Bay
whist maneuverlns |rmugh a ha
re.eiv nq emeqency repalß n Manila the Kumano

was hit by a submanne lorpe.lo wlrile escorl ng a sup

ctuz Bay on Luzon rsr&d. whist sr lin dock, on No-

n laly rfred 1r rh 60
ca ber 1s.scm tnp e §uns, lrre fß1trp€ guns öI the
Japanese Na!y.Ft€dwlhara€ ong60caibercan-
non lhe trlp e quns lrad a speed ol 92On sec. urith a
ma. aige öf 27,400m
55 gkg and rhe 3rd and 4th turets were equipped with
3m Ense rndeß. Bens easy ro oonrol and ,vilh a
pblect ön angle änging rrcm -r0
outstandins weapon, whch was hghly rcspecled by

€paced by 20 3cm
guns.lhe Mogamic ass 1s 5cm rhpe quis we€ nfted
10 the Yamato and Musash balt eships ad olher ighl

slandarn displacement r 2,ooo1
Lenqth:2006mBeam:19,2m
Machinery : 4-srian Kanpon rulb nex4

152,000hp Maximum sp€€d : 35kn
Amarnet: r5 5cm trp e qun:5

13mm§vn gun x 2.5rcm rriple roaedö tube x4
Sco'n I oatplane : Nakalma EBN1 -Dave'.
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