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Japanese Light Cruiser Kumano

Construction of the Kumano began at the Kawasaki's
Kobe Yard in April 1934, as the fourth ship built in the
Mogami Class, following the Mogami, Mikuma and Su-
zuya. Under the 1930 London Naval Treaty, cruisers
were divided into the two categories of heavy cruiser
{main guns over 15.5cm) and light cruiser {main guns
less than 15.5cm), with each country given a set quota
of the number of cruisers they could posses in each
category. Having reached its quota of heavy cruisers,
the Japanese Navy built the Mogami class cruisers
with 15.5cm triple guns, planning to replace them once
the treaty was abolished. Replacing the 15.5cm guns
with 20.3cm guns in May 1839, the Kumano was re-
classed as a heavy cruiser.

Development of the Kumano

A main characteristic of the heavily armored Mogami
class light cruisers was the use of weight saving tech-
nigues such as electric welding and use of light alloy.
These extreme weight savings, however, brought
about concerns of the ships overall strength and sta-
bility. In March 1934, the torpedo boat Tomozuru cap-
sized, forcing the Japanese Navy to undertake thor-
ough restoration on all ships. Whilst still in the planning
stage, the Kumano had a large bulge added, and the
upper deck was made 1.4m namower and the space
between the upper deck and middle deck 35cm lower
than the previous two Mogami class cruisers. In Sep-
tember 1935, the 4th fleet, including the Mogami and
Mikuma, were badly damaged after being hit by a ty-
phoon, causing once again the issue of the strength of

the ships to be raised. The Kumano, in the construc-
tion stage now, had extra reinforcements added, and
construction was finally completed in late October
1937.

Kumano in the Pacific War

In 1942, the Kumano participated in battles in the Bay
of Bengal, the Battle of Midway, the Battle of the East-
ern Solomons and the Battle for the South Pacific. She
then carried supplies to Rabaul and provided support
in various land battles. In July 1943, during a battle
north of Kolombangara Island in the Solomons, a U.S.
torpedo damaged the stern of the Kumano. After re-
storation, in June 1944 the Kumano participated in
fighting once again in the Mariana Islands.

In October 1844, the U.S. landed in Leyte Gulf with the
goal of recapturing the Philippines. The Japanese navy
gathered all military power that was at its disposal to
lead a counterattack that is known as the Battle of
Leyte Gulf, the greatest naval battle of WWII. The Jap-
anese planned to have Vice-Admiral Ozawa lead a
fleet of aircraft carriers to divert U.S. fleets, while Vice-
Admiral Kurita and Shima took their fleets through to
capture Leyte Gulf. The Kumano belonged to the main
firepower of the Vice-Admiral Kurita led fleet. On the
early moming of October 25, just before reaching the
Leyte Gulif, Kurita’s fleet spotted and attacked a U.S.
aircraft carrier. The Kumano had its bow damaged
when she was hit by a destroyer torpedo during the
U.8. counterattack, forcing her to retire to Coron Bay
whilst maneuvering through a hail of aircraft fire. After
receiving emergency repairs in Manila, the Kumano

was hit by a submarine torpedo while escorting a sup-
ply ship to Taiwan, forcing her to be towed into Santa
Cruz Bay on Luzon Island. Whilst still in dock, on No-
vember 25, the Kumane suffered a simultaneous tor-
pedo attack causing her to overturn and sink in Santa
Cruz Bay.

15.5cm Triple Guns

The Mogami class cruisers were initially fitted with 60
caliber 15.5¢m triple guns, the first triple guns of the
Japanese Navy. Fitted with a rare long 60 caliber can-
nen, the triple guns had a speed of 920m/sec. with a
max. range of 27,400m. Artillery shells weighed up to
55.9kg and the 3rd and 4th turrets were equipped with
8m range finders. Being easy to contrel and with a
projection angle ranging from -10° ~ +55°%, it was a truly
outstanding weapon, which was highly respected by
artillery experts. Following being replaced by 20.3cm
guns, the Mogami class 15.5cm triple guns were fitted
to the Yamato and Musashi battleships and other light
Cruisers.

Japanese Light Cruiser Kumano Specifications
Standard displacement: 12,000t

Length : 200.6m Beam:19.2m

Machinery : 4-shaft Kanpon turbine x 4

Maximum output : 152,000hp  Maximum speed : 35kn
Armament : 15.5cm triple gun x 5,

12.7cm twin anti-aircraft gun x 4, 25mm twin gun x 4,
13mm twin gun x 2, 61cm triple torpedo tube x 4
Scout floatplane : Nakajima ESN1 “Dave”,
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& CAUTION  ®Read carcfully and fully understand the instructions before com-
mencing assembly. A supervising aduit should also read the instructions if a child assembles
the model. @When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care should be
taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and
for cement, if used {not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of small children. Children must
not be allowed to put parts in their mouths, or pull vinyl bag over their heads.
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X1 @ 20—kl '— / Chrome silver
X412 @INLEY—7 [ Gold leaf

AF-7 @75whlvE /Flatred

XF-56@ AFUy o7 [ Metallic grey

This mark denotes numbers for Tamiya Paint colors.

XF1 @7%wh75w2 [ Flat black
XF-2 @75vhR7-rk / Flat white

XF-9 @J\JLLwE / Hull red

XF-57 @/%7 / Buff

XF-24 @ F— 271 / Dark grey

XF-63@<v—=2L-r / German grey

XF-53@=a2—F3/LY L / Neutral grey

XFB4@LuET5uy [Redbrown
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ORI T When no color is specified, paint parts with hull color IUN grey (XF-53: 2 + XF-63: 1).
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Attaching aircraft % Apply decals for W parts to the aircraft. MNakajima EBN1 “Dave”
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How to attach aircraft onto catapult
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@®Upper part of trolley could played role as cradle.
Therefore it anly had to slide upper part of trolley to

put airplane on catapult. @=xF-24

{TRELRS) G2x1,G6X1,GI%2, G10X3, G11%3, G12X2, G14X1, G15%1, G16, G17, G19X 1, G20~24, J1 X1, W1, W2 X 2, W3~5, W6 > 2, W7, Wa X1, W10, W11 x1,
Notused. W12, W14, W15X1, W16, W17, W20, W22, W25, W26 X 2, W27~32, W35~37, W38 X 1, W30, W40, W1 X8, W42 x1, W43
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