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On November 28, 1944, the U.S.S. Archerfish was patrolling the Tokyo Bay area. The
U.S. submarine detected a large camier heading south, but the hull and superstructure
were of an unfamiliar design. The mysterious ship in front of the U.S.S. Archerfish was
the largest carrier built during the war, the Shinano. The Shinano was planned to be
third in a series of battleships, following the Yamato and Musashi. In May 1940, con-
struction of the Shinano started in the Yokosuka Naval Dockyard, As the importance
of carriers grew during the Pacific War, it was decided to swiftly remodel the Shinano
into an aircraft carrier. The hull adopted some of the features of the Yamato and Mu-
sashl, including the heavy armor. The ammored flight deck was built to withstand direct
hits from 500kg bombs, and protected by an assortment of anti-aircraft weapons, in-
cluding 12.7cm high angle guns, 25mm machine guns and rocket launchers. The
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massive carmmer measured 256m long at the waterine, had 39.4m wide flight deck and
a displacement of 62,000 tons. The Shinano's originally planned completion date was
January 1945, but the timetables were moved forward. To hasten construction, impor-
tant tests including airtightness were abandoned, the ship was commissioned on No-
vember 19, 1944, To protect the ship and finish the fitting and crew training, the ship
was to be moved to Kure to evade the potential onslaught of the B28 bomber. On the
evening of Nevember 28th, the Shinano set sail under the protection of three escort
destroyers, but the U.S.S. Archerfish was patrolling the area and pursued the ship. At
3:17 a.m. on the 29th, the sub fired torpedoes. Four of them broke through the star-
board bow and detonated. After seven hours of valiant effort to keep the ship afloat, it
capsized and finally sank near Shionomisaki, never realizing its full potential.
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/\ CAUTION

@Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be aliowed to suck any part, or pull
bag over the head.

@Read and fully undersiand the instructions prior to commencing assembly. The supervis-

ing adult should also read the instructions if a child is assembling the model.

@®When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Exira care should be taken to
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