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Foﬂomhg the oulbreak of the Manchurian incident in
931, Japan was placed in a very difficult diplo-
matic, posnbn which eventually led to thelr withdrawal
fromﬂmeLsaglwofNaﬂmslnMudﬂgaa This wilhdraw-
aprasﬁngneed!mdapanlohmsdlalwmln-
force their national defense . The Japanese Navy
wasmvyawarethmmevmulnllmsmpsmnotupwm-
qulredstandmh due to the arms Emitations piaced upon
Japan by the Washington and London treaties following
WWI. In order 1o fraaly up grade their nationad defense,
Japandermnoedbomueaﬂasbymeandlohm The
Navy, whie
i their naval air
pawerbyeomtmcﬂngnwakaaﬂwnes.umerihs

Thlrd Replacsment Program (known locally
‘Maru-San”) of 1837, the Japanese Naval Shlpyardsbe-
gan buikiing the new concept aircraft canders Zuliaku

Shokaku. Tmsmrﬂelslaterbe(zmefamusasmam
plecas in carrier design for thelr era.

The Zuikeku was lald down in the dockyard of
Kawasaki Heavy Industries in Kobe on May 25 1838, and
was completad on September 25 1941, Since launching
their first alrcraft carrer in 1922, Japan continually deve-
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loped and improved thelr camier design expertise
through completion of the Ryuo, Akagi and Kaga carri-
ers. The freaty produced medium carmriers Soryu and
Hiryu were also being constructed during the sams time
frame as the Zuikaku and Shokaku wera being built.
Freed trom all Imposad treaty Smitations, the Zukaku
was designad as a 25,000 ton class vessel with 8-boiler
yielding a i of 160,000
er. Combined with the awesome power was a hlghly ad-
vanced and sophisticatad hufl, with 2 Yamato battieship
type bulbous bow that enabled a top cruising speed 0134
knots. The carrler was engineerad to resist direct
over the engine and ammunition rooms, plus it

tion. She could carry a total of 84 aircraft consisting of

fighters, bombers, attack alrcraft, and auxiliary planes.
Upon commissioning with the Japaness Combined

fieet in autumn of 1941, the Zuikaku jolned the 5th Alr

Fleet along with her sistarship Shokaku which was com-
pleted a month earller. The &lreraft carrier units of that
time consisted of two camiers escorted by saverat des-
troyers. The Sth Air Fleet was young and Inexperienced,
and therefore underwent an extensive training program
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in prsparatbn for the Peasl Harbor attack, scheduled for
December 1941, The Zuikaku and Shokaku exeseded
dard set for ieoraft car-
riars.and ulssaldlhanhenavywsnsdforﬂfacumplemn
of these carriers before ﬂnallz:ng plans for the proposed
attack. Following the m’u‘ on Pear Harbor,
the Zuikaku participated in the Ceylon operations whore
her bombers sunk a British aircraft can{er In Mey 1842,
the Zulkaku, along with Shokaku, participated in the Bat-
tie of the Coral Sea. Although aoperaﬂontesunedln
the sinking of the U.S. camier Lexington, Shokaku
suffered ge, and it was decided that the fleet be
retumed for maintenance and repakrs. During their ab-
sence, the Japanase Nawy suffered severe losses and
casualties at the Battle of Midway, which eventually led
to the downtum of the Japanese naval power. The Zui-
kaku, after making a comeback to front line operations,
continuad her tedious mission in the South Seas, and
was active unscathad until hit by a bomb in the Battie of
the Marianas. Her last mission was the participation in
the Philippines operation near the Leyte Gulf, where she
was sunk by 8 torpedo and 7 bomb hits ending her gal-
lant career with the Japanese Navy.
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*Antennas B13 were upright while cruising
&nd horizontel dusing combat.
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B3 *Radar Bt wasremoved during B3 11
aireratt’s tako-off and landing.
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B13 *B15 were seen during nighttime, A23 was used

while at anchor.
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