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1964 with the 2000cc Skyline GT, when the cnmpany was known as
Prince, not Nissan. Defeated at the hands of the Parsche 904 in the 2nd
Japanese Grand Prix led to the development of the R380. The Prince com-
pany was taken over by the Missan Automobile Company and the car
became known as the Missan R380. To participate in the 4th Japanese
Grand Prix an improved version, the R380-1 was released by the same
technical crew as before. The new racing car was greatly reduced in
weight from 660kg to 575kg. The R380-I1 eventually finished second.

The Nissan R381 made its debut at the 5th Japanese GP race in 1368,
with a newly designed Chevraolet 5.5 liter engine, ready to compete in the
new Group 7 class. This R381 defeated the Porsche Carrera 10 and the
Lola Mk.II winning the coveted Grand Prix title. It featured a monocogus
constructed chassis and a steel pipe space frame with honeycomb panels
to reduce weight. During training several closed body versions were seen,
but in the actual races only open bodied R-381's participated. The open
bodied architecture was lighter in weight, allowed a greater field of view
and there was no need to ventilate the cockpit. Perhaps the most notewor-
thy feature of the A381 was the rear wing called the “aerostabilizer”. it
differed from the wings of its counterparts (for example the Chaparral) dus
to the left and right sections, both of which were linked to and operated
with input from the suspension. The unique aerostabilizer worked well,
preventing the bady lifting from the ground and improving traction with the
road. When cornering, movement from the suspension was translated
through to the rear part of the aerostabilizer via an oil pressure differential
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in an oil-filled pipe. When braking too, the stabilizer was also designed to
work like an air-brake. Both sections of the wing were set usually at an an-
gle of 7° 30" to the ground.

The Nissan R381 was powered by Chevrolet's 90° V-8 cylinder, 5461cc
push rod OHV engine due of the delay of Nissan's own planned engine
release. The Chevrolet's engine was a down-draught type equipped with
a twin choke waver carburetor in a quadruple arrangement. The engine
was tuned at the Moon Shop, an American engine tuning firm in Los An-
geles, and had a driving power of more than 460hp. The engine was then
slightly modified by Nissan. The lubricating system was changed to a dry
sump variety and the oil pan was redesigned to be more durable at high
speeds.

Specifications of the Missan R381
Type of engine
Number of Cylinders..........
Displacement .................
Maximum Output
Maximum Speed.
Owverall Length .
Width..
Height (wnh wmg).
Height (without wing)
Gasoline Tank .......c.coecvvviennn

Overall Weight ...

...Chevrolet's V-8

B0hp/6300rpm

Pr. WEHER| 7o,
(ZizERD rP'ijJ'}f\/-f-l/—&T'/
i AEET, 4 BEEH, iy

W, HEEE E L, ui Lz 5”1‘;&%‘{' A, -1{50 e
JEET DKL= 5.5 ) wF— Vi - SERLE
AR BLOELNESEREE ZToRfEF 4 F—ELrEER
iR LE—V 3
{EZ ATz Ei BN 2NN =
HANL L g DT s —=T —AZEFEEI N A NLT
MR L g o L FENI BT A s T
FhoTL, 2FN. TR —ILT AL

AU F 4 TIZEEE TSI EL LT GIT ), 24T

EASENE(f )7 )2 BN FT, Jo k5 LREIZ,
fIJfJ_L; 1&9“‘-}4* s LAYl = e S o T i N 4
CA iy A rERECHEII2T2@EE T

._,.u..‘

<‘1~' |'.

e 2oL S 870

EHeaslao) o427 TLr.
’\1’"7 R I EE A2
b VA5 o

=

LHOTY, B2, 2HZTOAIESI A F—l37Lr—F o 7
[onl = o LT Y l—_rﬁ= N, =77 —%onERlzfed LH(T
KEHTF LA, TEIZET e ASES A H—%2DT
b o S | ':éfm\t, T. ?“T'E" fonnd AE—Fa—4+—1) 7
% a2 — R 381, L5 MH &Y
NIz 3 BHE Ex_,.-,_l'{ 38190 5 -IEFJCJL&-Fﬁ‘ k47

.‘m-‘w;'ﬁﬂ 480 kmen b — A F BRI L, R xH L

BiEts Lol '1‘9
1/ 18 =t R 3R (F13)



7
FRRIEAALT
EFAT IV, =

Read before assembly.
Erst lesen — dann bauen,
A lire avant assemblage.
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“ Study the instructions thoroughly before as-
sembly.

* Use plastic cernent and paints only {availa-
ble separately).

*lUse cement sparingly and ventilate room
while constructing.

*Remove plating, if any, from areas to be
cementead.
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¥ Tools recommended
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This mark denotes numbers for Tamiya Paint
colors.

TS-8 @4FUT=LyF (Halianred
T8-16 @4xTR— | Yellow

TS-26 @ a7—+IAF [ Pure white
X2 @74k | White

%7 @LwF/Red

X-8 @LE-1TA— | Lemon yellow
¥18 @E3¥0RF5v% | Semi gloss black

XF-1 @75wF75w% [Flatblack
XF-16 @75 F7ILE J Flat aluminum

XF56 @ AF Vw5454 [ Metallic grey
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Exhaust manifold
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Do not cemant.
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Rear tire (wide)
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Rear stabilizer
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Attaching exhaust
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Front suspension
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+3Snap on as shown.

Rubber part
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A 1 Front wheels are steerable. Do not cement.
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Rear bulkhead
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Cowling assembly Rear cowl
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. Front cowl Do not cement cowling.
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Attaching wing
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Side window
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Rear wing
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Side window
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PAINTING THE NISSAN R3B1

The body of the Nissan R381 was finished
overall gloss white. The aerostabilizer was
painted in a different color according to the
car, for identification: red for the car No.18
driven by Kunimitsu Takahashi; and yellow for
the car No.20 driven by Moto Kitano. Detail
painting is called out during construction and
should be done at that time. Apply decals
referring to the instructions. Take care when
overspraying the model with clear, as it could
damage the decals if improperly applied.
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DECAL APPLICATION

1. Cut off decal from sheet.

2. Dip the decal in tepid water for about 10
sec. and place on a clean cloth.

3. Hold the backing sheet edge and slide de-
cal onto the model.

4, Move dacal into position by wstting decal
with finger.

5. Press decal gently down with a soft cloth un-
til excess water and air bubbles are gone.
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